《Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans》(Vol.2)
Romans Chapter Nine
I. Content of the Chapter
【The Origin and deprivation of the Salvation】
A. The first origin of the salvation ---- the sovereign selection of God:

1. The original position of the Israel (v.1-5);

2. The election is through the promise of God (v.6-9);

3. The election is not through the works of man (v.10-13);

B. The second origin of the salvation ---- the sovereign mercy of God:

1. The merciful sovereignty of God (v.14-18);

2. The parable of the potter (v.19-21);

3. The two-sided mercy of God:

a. The two-sided mercy (v.22-24);

b. The mercy to the gentiles (v.25-26);

c. The mercy to the Israel (v.27-29);

C. The deprivation of God ---- the Israel sought it by the works of the law, not by faith (v.30-33);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Rom. 9:1 “I tell the truth in Christ, I am not lying, my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit,”

YLT: “Truth I say in Christ, I lie not, my conscience bearing testimony with me in the Holy Spirit,”

Literal Meaning: “I tell the truth in Christ”, “in Christ”, it means that he speaks before God and he himself takes the responsibility in order to show that his words is true and faithful (see 2Cor. 2:17). Therefore, he adds, “I am not lying”, to strengthen the verity and faithfulness of his words.

  “My conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy Spirit”, the Holy Spirit bears witness with our spirit together (Rom. 8:16). This verse shows that the Spirit bears witness with our conscience. Both of the two verses unveil that: 1) our conscience is in our spirit; 2) conscience is an important function of our spirit.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Two basic conditions for we Christians to speak to others are necessary: a) absolute true without lies; b) our conscience shall bear witness in the Spirit.

2) Two basic elements for the testimony of the life of Christians should be prepared: a) “in Christ”; b) “in the Holy Spirit”;

3) A man who lives in Christ and is untied with Him will never lie, for Christ is not Yes and No, but in Him is Yes (2Cor. 1:19).

4) All the truth and reality are “in Christ”. Without Christ, everything is empty and vain.

5) One’s conscience is only reliable when the Spirit shines in him.

6) The witness bore by man’s conscience in the enlightenment and inspiration of the Spirit is credible and valuable, for he has dual judgment of the Spirit and conscience. 

Rom. 9:2 “that I have great sorrow and continual grief in my heart.”

YLT: “that I have great grief and unceasing pain in my heart --”

Literal Meaning: “great sorrow”, “sorrow” means heartbreak; “great” shows that he sorrowed extremely. 

“And continual grief in my heart”, “grief”, it is mostly used to describe the physical pain and also “mental pain”. 

This verse indicates that his sorrow and grief are: 1) very great; 2) unceasingly;

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Great sorrow and joy are connected (Rom. 8:31-39). One who is joyful on account of his being saved will have great sorrow for others ---- “my brethren” ---- who have not been saved.

2) Men in the world usually desire to let others loss but he profits. The spiritual Paul would rather be accursed than profit for others. This should be the principle for every Christian’s walking. 

Rom. 9:3 “For I could wish that I myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my countrymen according to the flesh,”

YLT: “for I was wishing, I myself, to be anathema from the Christ -- for my brethren, my kindred, according to the flesh,”

Literal Meaning: “my brethren my countrymen according to the flesh”, in the epistles of Paul, “brethren” are mostly refer to brethren in the Lord (see Rom. 12:1; 14:15), but here “brethren” is synonymous with “my countrymen according to the flesh”. Both of them refer to the Israel (see v.4).

  “Were accursed”, it means that he will be cast out of the Judaism and be cursed. Here, Paul indicates that he is delivered to the wrath of God and perishes forever (see 1Cor. 12:3; 16:22; Gal. 1:8-9).

“That I myself… from Christ”, to be separated from the love of Christ; actually, it is impossible (see Rom. 8:35-39).

  “I could wish”, it suggested that he was willing to replace the penalty of his brethren if it would help them to receive the salvation.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Men in the world like to gain profit at the loss of others. The principle of the conversation of Christians is: one would rather suffer loss than let others gain.

2) The children of God should be willing to suffer pain for the sake of the salvation for the souls of men, even though the pain is extreme grievous. One who loves man’s soul is willing to pay any cost for being saved of others.

3) For the sake of Paul’s love toward his brethren, he “could wish that I himself were accursed from Christ”. This is a perfect testimony that the spirit of Christ is on him. Since the incarnated Christ took part in the same blood and flesh (Heb. 2:14), we were “His countrymen according to the flesh”. He had become a curse for us (Gal. 3:13) ---- “His countrymen according to the flesh” ---- and was even separated from God the Father (see Matt. 27:46) for the purpose of perfecting the salvation for us. 

4) Paul said that if the Israel were not saved, he would rather not be saved. It is spoken casually or emotionally, but is caused by the burden of the urgent need. Man usually imitates the words of others’ prayers, but has no power in vain, for he has no burden. Provided that one has the real conviction that if God does not hear his prayer, he will not rise, and God will hear him. The most important is the burden.

5) One who really loves sinners and would rather sacrifice himself to wish others would be saved is the best evangelist who preaches the salvation of Christ. No wonder that the influence of Paul spread the whole world in his days and from generation to generation.

6) In the Old Testament and the New Testament, the two greatest servants of God had the spirit of “sacrificing himself but perfecting the house of God” (see Ex. 32:32). Today, if we want to be a servant of the Lord, we should also seek this spirit.

7) May the Lord make us a “great” man who has an enlarged heart and bears in mind the interest of others, not himself.

8) If we only care for our own spiritual pursuit but have no feeling towards our family members, friends, classmates or colleagues, lest we love ourselves more than those who are of the Lord.

Rom. 9:4 “who are Israelites, to whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the service of God, and the promises;”

YLT: “who are Israelites, whose the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the lawgiving, and the service, and the promises,”

Meaning of Words: “Israel”: prince of God;

Literal Meaning: “who are Israelites”, “Israelites”, it is used by the Jews to address them after the return of the remnant in order to show that they are elect of God. 

“To whom pertain the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the service of God, and the promises”, “adoption”, all the Israelites are “sons of God” (see Ex. 4:22-23; Jer. 31:9; Hos. 11:1).

“The glory” refers to the manifestation of God ---- God is with the Israelites (see Ex. 16:7, 10; Lev. 6:23; Num. 16:19). 
“The covenants” referred to the covenants that God had made with the Israelites, e.g. the covenants of Abraham (Gen. 15:17-21; 17:1-8), the covenants of Moses (Ex. 19:5; 24:1-4), the covenants of the Levites (Num. 25:12-13; Jer. 33:21; Mal. 2:4-5), the covenants of David (2Sam. 7; 23:5; Ps. 89:3-4, 28-29; 132:11-12) and etc. 

“The giving of the law” refers to the Law of Moses.

“The service of God” relates to the circumcision and sacrifice and etc. Some Bible exegetes think it refers particularly to the worship and service in the Holy Temple.” 

“The promises” refer to the promises of God in the covenants, especially the promises of the Messiah (2Sam. 7:12, 16; Is. 9:6-7; Jer. 23:5; 31:31-34; Ezek. 34:23-24; 37:24-28 and etc.)

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Just as the Israelites, we believers also have received great privilege from God ---- they have the name of “Israel”, and we have the precious name of Christians. “Christians” are those who are of Christ and represent Christ on the earth.

2) A lot of men profess they are Christians, but their walking is unworthy of the status of Christians and they have humiliated the name of Christ.

3) How blessed to be sons of God! All that is of God shall be our enjoyment, for He is the portion my inheritance and of my cup (Ps. 16:5).

4) If we want to enjoy the blessings of the sons of God, we should be firstly separated from the world and be sanctified unto God (see 2Cor. 6:17-18).

5) The greatest sorrow in one’s life is that one has prepared all the chances of success for his children ---- labor, sacrifice and devotion of everything ---- but finally he finds his children are disobedient, rebellious, self-indulgent and self-degraded. Are we like such children to our God?

6) The Israelites had ever seen the glory of God, but they forsook Him. It is also possible that we, who were enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and have been made partakers of Holy Spirit (Heb. 6:4-6), have the possibility of forsaking Him, isn’t it?

7) When we believers have been saved, the glory of God in face of Christ has shone in our hearts (2Cor. 4:6). Now our chief mission in the dark world is beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord (2Cor. 3:18).

8) We are the light in the world. Let our light thus shine before men, so that they may see our upright works, and glorify our Father who is in the heavens.

9) Actually, “the covenants” have not bound the Israelites, but God, who sets Himself on the position of being bound by “the covenants”. Oh, God is willing to be bound by His loving covenants for He loves His chosen people.

10)  Love is the motive power of keeping the covenants. The wedding contract of believers should be kept in love.

11) The law makes man know sin (Rom. 7:7). It is the knowing violation and double guilt that one goes against the law even though he has the law (Rom. 2:23). Christians have the teaching of the scriptures outside as well as the guidance of the Spirit inside, so our obligation is rather great before God.

12)  God expected to guide the Israelites to come to Christ by the law (Gal. 3:24), but finally they rejected Christ. God wants to let us know more about Christ through the scriptures (John 5:39). However, we finally focus on the letters but ignore Christ Himself.

13)  What is lamentable is that even though God has revealed us that the Bible is the door of the truth, we do not know how to open the door to enter in but ask alms of those who were going into the temple called Beautiful (Acts. 3:2).

14)  The greatest promise that God has given to men is Hs beloved Son Jesus Christ. The greatest profit we can receive is not outside of Jesus Christ.

15)  We should appropriate the promise of God by faith. For whatever promises of God, in him is the yes, and in him Amen, for glory to God by us (2Cor. 1:20).

Rom. 9:5 “of whom are the fathers and from whom, according to the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God. Amen.”

YLT: “whose the fathers, and of whom the Christ, according to the flesh, who is over all, God blessed to the ages. Amen.”

Literal Meaning: “of whom are the fathers”, “fathers” refer to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and their sons and etc. ---- they are especially blessed by God. God had ever made covenant with them, calling Himself as “their God” (see Ex. 4:5; 6:3, 8).

“And from whom, according to the flesh, Christ came”, Jesus Christ is the son of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob (see Matt. 1:1-2). It unveils that He has perfect humanity and He is a true man of blood and flesh.

“Who is over all, the eternally blessed God”, this verse is the verse that describes the deity of Jesus Christ clearest in the whole New Testament (see Rom. 1:4; Matt. 1:23; 28:19; Luke 1:35; 5:20-21; John 1:1, 3, 10, 14, 18; 5:18; 2Cor. 13:14; Phil. 2:6; Col. 1:15-20; 2:9; Titus 2:13; Heb. 1:3, 8; 2Pet. 1:1; Rev. 1:13-18; 22:13). It reveals that He has perfect deity and truly He is God. He is true man and true God.

According to punctuation, this verse has three different ways of translation: 1) “God who is over all is the eternally blessed One”; 2) “the One who is over all is the eternally blessed God”; 3) “He is over all. May God eternally be blessed”;

“Amen”, yes. The word is true and expressing the sincere will of the speaker.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Just as the Israelites had the godly fathers in vain, they rebelled against God. Today, some people can be in touch with many godly ones (including their parents, friends, classmates, teachers and etc.), but they are still lost in the world and sin. How terrible!

2) One’s attitude toward Christ shall totally decide his destiny. How a believer responds to the calling of Christ also decides his spiritual future.

3) For if we have died together with Christ, we shall also live together. If we endure, we shall also reign together. If we deny, he also will deny us (2Tim. 2:11-12).

Rom. 9:6 “But it is not that the word of God has taken no effect. For they are not all Israel who are of Israel,”

YLT: “And it is not possible that the word of God hath failed; for not all who of Israel are these Israel;”

Meaning of Words: “take no effect”: be cast, fail, fall away, take none effect;

Literal Meaning: “but it is not that the word of God has taken no effect”, “the word of God” refers to the word that God had promised to the Israel in the scriptures. “Has taken no effect”, it means that the ship deviates from its usual sea route and can never reach at the destination. The problem does not lie in God’s promises, but the Israelites. Most of them have failed in keeping standing on the position that inherits the promise of God.

“For they are not all Israel who are of Israel”, the meaning of this verse is similar to this verse: “he is not a Jew who one outwardly…but he a Jew inwardly” (Rom. 2:28-29).

The Israelites cannot inherit the portion that God has promised through their physical relationship, but through the faith in the promises of God.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The word that goes forth out of the mouth of God shall not return unto Him void, but it shall do that which He pleases (Is. 55:11). If we are unfaithful, He abides faithful, for He cannot deny Himself (2Tim. 2:13).

2) Not all those who merely confess He is a Christian on his lips are real Christians. By their fruits you shall know them (Matt. 7:16). 

3) God judges us according to our “reality” (see Matt. 7:21-23), not the words on our lips nor our works.

Rom. 9:7 “nor are they all children because they are the seed of Abraham; but, "In Isaac your seed shall be called." ”

YLT: “nor because they are seed of Abraham all children, but -- `in Isaac shall a seed be called to thee;'”

The Background: “nor are they all children because they are the seed of Abraham”, “the seed of Abraham” includes Ishmael begotten by the maidservant Hagar (Gen. 16:15) as well as the six sons begotten by the second wife Keturah (Gen. 25:2). However, they were not regarded as his children before God, for God only admitted Isaac begotten by Sarah, calling him “your only son” (Gen. 22:2).

“But, "In Isaac your seed shall be called"”, it is quoted from the Book of Genesis (21:12). God only admitted that Isaac was the seed of Abraham, for Isaac was begotten by the promise of God. Other sons were begotten in the flesh (see v.8).

Rom. 9:8 “That is, those who are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God; but the children of the promise are counted as the seed.”

YLT: “that is, the children of the flesh -- these not children of God; but the children of the promise are reckoned for seed;”

Literal Meaning: “those who are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God”, “the children of the flesh” refer to the children begotten through man’s natural power, e.g. Ishmael (see Gen. 17:19; Gal. 4:23). He who is born of the flesh is flesh (John 3:6). They cannot be children of God (John 1:12-13).

“But the children of the promise are counted as the seed”, “the children of the promise” refer to the children begotten by the promises of God only beyond man’s natural power, e.g. Isaac (see Gen. 17:19; Gal. 4:28). In the sight of God, only Isaac was counted as the seed of Abraham and could inherit the blessings of Abraham given by God (see Gen. 17:5-8; 22:17-18).

From verse six to eight, Paul purposefully uses many names to address two kinds of men, showing that the word of God has taken no effect, for the first kind of men were not counted, but the second were:

1) The first kind one: “be of Israel”, “the seed of Abraham”, “the children of the flesh”; 

2) The second kind one: “Israel”, “the children of Abraham”, “in Isaac”, “seed”, “the children of God” and “the children of the promise”.

Enlightenment in the Word: man cannot be justified by good works before God. Believers in the New Testament enjoy grace through the promises of God.
Rom. 9:9 “For this is the word of promise: "At this time I will come and Sarah shall have a son." ”

YLT: “for the word of promise this; `According to this time I will come, and there shall be to Sarah a son.'”

Literal Meaning: the word of promise in this verse is quoted from the Book of Genesis (18:10), proving that Isaac was begotten through the promise of God. 

Rom. 9:10 “And not only this, but when Rebecca also had conceived by one man, even by our father Isaac”

YLT: “And not only , but also Rebecca, having conceived by one -- Isaac our father --”

Literal Meaning: this verse further illustrates that there is also the difference between being elected and not being elected, even though they are both the children of Isaac.

Rom. 9:11 “(for the children not yet being born, nor having done any good or evil, that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works but of Him who calls),”

YLT: “(for they being not yet born, neither having done anything good or evil, that the purpose of God, according to choice, might remain; not of works, but of Him who is calling,) it was said to her --”

Meaning of Words: “stand”: abide, stay; “purpose”: will, the show-bread; 

Literal Meaning: “for the children not yet being born”, it means that whether their character is good or evil has not been manifested. Therefore, the election of God is not according to the condition of them.

“Nor having done any good or evil”, it means that whether their works are good or evil has not been manifested. Therefore, the election of God is not according to the condition of their own works.

“That the purpose of God according to election might stand”, it unveils that God has manifested His election before man has not shown any condition that he is worthy of being elected for the purpose of revealing His absolute authority of granting grace.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The election of God is completely according to His will. It is wholly God Himself that decides whom He shall choose, and man has no right to take part in it.

2) Man cannot earn God’s grace through good works, for good works of man are his duty.

3) It must be known that God chooses sinners, good man, nor bad man.

4) God chooses man not by man’s works, for He can change man’s life, but He cares much for man’s attitude toward Him (see v.32).

Rom. 9:12 “it was said to her, "The older shall serve the younger." ”

YLT: “`The greater shall serve the less;'”

Literal Meaning: “the older shall serve the younger”. ---- In fact, Esau had never served Jacob. Therefore, this prophecy is not focused on themselves, but their seeds. There was a long period in the history, during which the seeds of Esau Edom had served the seeds of Jacob the Israel (see 2Sam. 8:14; 1King 2:47; 2King 14:7 and etc.).
Rom. 9:13 “As it is written, "Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have hated." ”

YLT: “according as it hath been written, `Jacob I did love, and Esau I did hate.'”

Meaning of Words: “hate”: detest, love less; 

Literal Meaning: “as it is written”, it is quoted from the Book of Malachi (1:2-3). 

"Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have hated."” The prophecy of Malachi at that time referred to their seeds. Edom showed no brotherliness to the Israel when the Israel were in distress, causing the wrath of God (see Ps. 137:7; Is. 34:5-15; Jer. 49:7-22; Ezek. 25:12-14; 35:5-7; Obad. 1-14).

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Ishmael was older than Isaac, but Isaac was chosen (v.7). Jacob is younger than Esau, but Jacob was chosen. It indicates that God chooses man according to man’s relationship with Christ (Christ is begotten by the seed of Isaac and Jacob). The natural age, traditional order, good or evil works, moral condition do not count.

2) Someone said that it was unfair that God did not choose Esau. Spurgeon’s answered: “It was not surprising that God did not choose Esau, but it was really surprising that God had chosen Jacob”.

Rom. 9:14 “What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? Certainly not! ”

YLT: “What, then, shall we say? unrighteousness with God? let it not be!”

Meaning of Words: “unrighteous”: unfair;

Literal Meaning: “is there unrighteousness with God?” ---- This is a wrong idea concerning the above-mentioned fact that the purpose of God according to election is not of works, but of God Himself (v.11-13). Someone asks, “is God despotic or unfair since He does so?” In fact, according to judgment and righteousness, no one is worthy of God’s election. Therefore, God treats man in “mercy” and “grace” (v.15). And God’s such works are beyond judgment and righteousness.

Enlightenment in the Word: no matter what condition we meet, we cannot question that whether God is fair or not, for He has absolute sovereignty.
Rom. 9:15 “For He says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whomever I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whomever I will have compassion." ”

YLT: “for to Moses He saith, `I will do kindness to whom I do kindness, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion;'”

Meaning of Words: “mercy”: compassion; 

Literal Meaning: “for He says to Moses”, the following words are quoted from the Book of Exodus (33:19).

“I will have mercy on whomever I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whomever I will have compassion”, it mainly suggests that the mercy and compassion of God cannot be controlled by any other outside force, but are given only through His free grace.

“Mercy”, it is the response to men’s poor condition in outside actions; “compassion” refers to the inner feeling toward the poor condition of men. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) God never treats man unrighteous (see v.14). He likes to give grace to man in the bowel of compassion.

2) Jehovah is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abundant in goodness and truth (Ex. 34:6).

3) We do not know why God show mercy or compassion on us. But I know that all those who are willing to receive the salvation of God and believe the Lord Jesus are by the mercy and compassion of God.

4) We who have been saved should be thankful for God’s mercy and compassion. However, if we have been lost or failed, we should not blame God for the lack of mercy and compassion, but only blame ourselves.

Rom. 9:16 “So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy.”

YLT: “so, then -- not of him who is willing, nor of him who is running, but of God who is doing kindness:”

Literal Meaning: “it is not of him who wills”, “it” refers to the merciful selection.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Paul illustrates the authority of God according to the fact that God chose the Israel but rejected the Pharaoh and God loved Jacob but hated Esau. Yes. The grace that we have been given to has nothing to do with our condition in the past. If God neither shows mercy on us nor chooses us, no matter how we exert ourselves, we will not be saved. We should give many thanks to the unconditional love of God.

2) That God gives His mercy to man does not on account of man’s endeavor in his will, works or morality, but of God’s authority. In the process of man’s history, man has the authority of actions.

3) Man’s will and running do not make any contribution, nor perfect anything, unless God shows us His mercy and blessing. Believers should also rely on God’s mercy and blessing in the service in the assembly.

4) Morgan said, “our will and running are insufficient to bring us the salvation that we need or lead us into all the blessings of salvation. We cannot will nor endeavor to obtain the salvation through ourselves. It is completely the sovereignty of God that man can be saved.”

5) Though man’s will and running are not the basic or decisive elements concerning salvation, it does not mean God does not need our will and running at all ---- the water of life is given to the one who “wills” (Rev. 22:17). The narrow gate is given to the one who “strives earnestly” to enter in (Luke 13:24).

6) Christians should have a balanced view on God’s mercy and man’s will and running. On one hand, Paul “often proposed”. And on the other hand he always beseeched at his prayers…by the will of God” (Rom. 1:10). On one hand, he “pursued” (Phil. 3:12-14; 1Cor. 9:24, 26). And on the other hand, he asked God to accomplish all according to His mighty power (Eph. 3:20).

Rom. 9:17 “For the Scripture says to the Pharaoh, "For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I may show My power in you, and that My name may be declared in all the earth." ”

YLT: “for the Writing saith to Pharaoh -- `For this very thing I did raise thee up, that I might shew in thee My power, and that My name might be declared in all the land;'”

The Background: the Pharaoh in this verse was the king of Egypt who blocked the Israel from going out of Egypt and opposed to Jehovah God. Apparently, it seems that God made him hardened (see v.18; Ex. 4:21; 7:3, 13, 21 and etc.). Actually, it was because they did not know God on purpose (Ex. 5:2) and exalted him above God. Therefore, God gave him up to a increasing hardened heart. 

Literal Meaning: “for the Scripture says to the Pharaoh”, the following verse was quoted from the Book of Exodus (9:16), in which God spoke these words to the Pharaoh through Moses. Here, the apostle Paul again made the Scriptures personified ---- “the Scripture says”, unveiling that the words of God had become the Scriptures. Therefore, the Scripture is the words of God.

“For this very purpose I have raised you up”, God, for the sake of His own purpose, made the Pharaoh the governor of Egypt and Egypt a strong country on the earth in the ancient times.

“That I may show My power in you”, the incident that God brought the Israel out of Egypt made the nations around know the name and power of Jehovah God (see Ex. 15:14-15; Jos. 2:10-11; 9:9; 1Sam. 4:8).

Enlightenment in the Word: the will of God decides the rise and fall of the nations in this age. Men who know God usually ask God to manifest His own authority on the affairs of the nations through prayers to God.
Rom. 9:18 “Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and whom He wills He hardens.”

YLT: “so, then, to whom He willeth, He doth kindness, and to whom He willeth, He doth harden.”

Literal Meaning: “He has mercy on whom He wills”, it repeats the first half of verse 19 in chapter 33 of the Book of Exodus and also responds to verse 15 of this chapter. 

 “And whom He wills He hardens”, it means God makes the Pharaoh and Egyptians “hardened” (Ex. 7:3; 9:12; 14:4, 17). It is a conclusion of verse 17 of this chapter. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The love and grace of God can only given to those who are worthy of Him. However, His mercy can visit those who are mostly unworthy of God like us. He raises us up from the low position and makes us the objects of His election.

2) After man has heard God’s words, he will either receive or more hardened. This is the principle. It seems that God hardens him, but actually the real reason is that man himself is unwilling, so God will give him up to hardness. 

Rom. 9:19 “You will say to me then, "Why does He still find fault? For who has resisted His will?" ”

YLT: “Thou wilt say, then, to me, `Why yet doth He find fault? for His counsel who hath resisted?'”

Literal Meaning: “you will say to me then”, the word “you” generally refers to those unbelievers who do not agree about God’s ways.

 “Why does He still find fault?” ---- Since man’s hardness is caused by man himself, God should not find man’s fault.

 “For who has resisted His will?” ---- It means that since man can do nothing outside the will of God, if man has such faults, God should not require man to take the responsibility.

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) “Why does…”, it shows the rebellious nature of the flesh. “Yes, Father”, it is the Spirit of Son of Christ (Matt. 11:26).

2) The sun that melts ice and snow hardens the soil. The sun that makes the color of the dress fade away tans men. God who shows mercy to those whose heart are contrite and broken also renders men are unwilling to repent hardened. He who refuses grace will not receive grace.

Rom. 9:20 “But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God? Will the thing formed say to him who formed it, "Why have you made me like this?" ”

YLT: “nay, but, O man, who art thou that art answering again to God? shall the thing formed say to Him who did form , Why me didst thou make thus?”

Literal Meaning: “but indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God?” ---- The rebellious words in verse 19 is beyond the position of man. A man even dares to question God like this. 

  “Will the thing formed say to him who formed it, "Why have you made me like this? ---- According to the meaning of the words, it is quoted from the Book of Isaiah (45:9; 29:16). The Creator has absolute sovereignty over the creature. God creates as He likes. Any creature has no right to call in question. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) Man should seek to understand the principle of the works of God (Ps. 103:7), but has not right to ask God to explain His works.

2) God is a God who works according to the counsel of his own will. We should not reason with Him or contest with Him. The will of God is the standard of measuring everything. The sovereignty of God is the answer of every question.

Rom. 9:21 “Does not the potter have power over the clay, from the same lump to make one vessel for honor and another for dishonor?”

YLT: “hath not the potter authority over the clay, out of the same lump to make the one vessel to honour, and the one to dishonour?”

Literal Meaning: “one vessel for honor”, the vessel meeting for the master's use (2Tim. 2:21). “Vessel for dishonor”, it refers to the vessel that has not reached the standard of God. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) But in the assembly (a great house), we are all vessels that God has made for Himself. But there is the distinction of “honor” and “dishonor” (2Tim. 2:20).

2) If therefore one shall have purified himself from these, he shall be a vessel to honor, sanctified, serviceable to the Master, prepared for every good work (2Tim. 2:21).

Rom. 9:22 “What if God, wanting to show His wrath and to make His power known, endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath prepared for destruction,”

YLT: “And if God, willing to shew the wrath and to make known His power, did endure, in much long suffering, vessels of wrath fitted for destruction,”

Meaning of Words: “show”: display, present; “make…know”: manifest; “prepare”: adjust, fit; 

Literal Meaning: “endured with much longsuffering the vessels of wrath prepared for destruction”, “endured with much longsuffering”, it means that God shows two aspects of His disposition at the same time ---- righteousness and kindness. The righteousness of God makes Him have to show His wrath towards sinners. However, His kindness renders Him endure with longsuffering and hope to lead man to repentance (Rom. 2:4-5).

  “Prepared for destruction”, it does not mean someone is “predestinated” to destruction, for God desires that all men should be saved (1Tim. 2:4), and is not willing that any should perish (2Pet. 3:9). Here, it indicates that God, according to His “foreknowledge”, knows that though He “endures with much longsuffering”, there are still some men who are unwilling to repent and whose end is destruction.

Enlightenment in the Word: the sovereignty of God does not erase man’s responsibility. Though the selection of God is not according to the works of man, man still has to take responsibility for his works.

Rom. 9:23 “and that He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He had prepared beforehand for glory,”

YLT: “and that He might make known the riches of His glory on vessels of kindness, that He before prepared for glory, whom also He did call -- us --”

Meaning of Words: “prepare beforehand”: prepare previously 

Literal Meaning: “on the vessels of mercy, which He had prepared beforehand for glory”, note that the word “prepare” in verse twenty-two is totally different from that in this verse.

  Concerning “the vessel for glory”, God not only “knows beforehand” that they will repent to salvation but also predestinates them for glory (Rom. 8:29-30).

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The potter has power over the clay by his own will, from the same lump to make one vessel for honor and another for dishonor (v.21). Then, God will have more sovereignty over those whom He had created. No matter endurance, or longsuffering (v.22), or showing glory are all according to His will. Man should not hurl a question at God.

2) The salvation of God totally lies in His sovereign mercy so that the whole creature should not boast of themselves. However, thank God. We are bound in His mercy ---- “and that He might make known the riches of His glory on the vessels of mercy, which He had prepared beforehand for glory”, “this vessel refers to we who are called by God” (v.24). Therefore, we should firmly believe that we must be perfected as the vessel for glory so as to manifest His full glory.

Rom. 9:24 “even us whom He called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles?”

YLT: “not only out of Jews, but also out of nations,”

Enlightenment in the Word: the purpose that God calls us is to make us the honorable vessel of God so that we will be filled with this honorable and glorious God and manifest His full glory on us (see v.23).
Rom. 9:25 “As He says also in Hosea: "I will call them My people, who were not My people, And her beloved, who was not beloved." ”

YLT: “as also in Hosea He saith, `I will call what not My people -- My people; and her not beloved -- Beloved,”

Literal Meaning: “as He says also in Hosea”, the words after it are quoted from the Book of Hosea (2:23) according to its meaning, not literally. According to the content of the Book of Hosea, Hosea’s prophecy referred to the spiritual revival of the Israel. And here Paul used it to show that the Gentiles’ being saved had early been the will of God. Therefore, they can be saved without going to Jerusalem to worship or keeping all the customs.

Enlightenment in the Word: we once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy (1Pet. 2:10). How amazing the grace is!

Rom. 9:26 “"And it shall come to pass in the place where it was said to them, "You are not My people,' There they shall be called sons of the living God." ”

YLT: “and it shall be -- in the place where it was said to them, Ye not My people; there they shall be called sons of the living God.'”

Rom. 9:27 “Isaiah also cries out concerning Israel: "Though the number of the children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, The remnant will be saved.”

YLT: “And Isaiah doth cry concerning Israel, `If the number of the sons of Israel may be as the sand of the sea, the remnant shall be saved;”

Literal Meaning: “Isaiah also cries out concerning Israel”, the following words of it is quoted from the Book of Isaiah (10:22-23). Paul quoted the prophecy of Isaiah to show that the Israel would ultimately be saved, but only “the remnant” would be saved ---- the Israelites that are really of God are only the remnant. This is the evidence that God shows mercy to the Israel and has not forsaken them. 

“The remnant will be saved”, the Israel that are saved are only a few, no matter the number of the Israelites in the flesh, or the comparison of the number of the Israel with that of the Gentiles who are saved. The number of the Israel who are saved is a few, so it puts it as “the remnant”

Enlightenment in the Word: today, though the number of Christians is as the sand of the sea, the remnant will overcome. 
Rom. 9:28 “For He will finish the work and cut it short in righteousness, Because the LORD will make a short work upon the earth." ”

YLT: “for a matter He is finishing, and is cutting short in righteousness, because a matter cut short will the Lord do upon the land.”

Rom. 9:29 “And as Isaiah said before: "Unless the LORD of Sabaoth had left us a seed, We would have become like Sodom, And we would have been made like Gomorrah." ”

YLT: “and according as Isaiah saith before, `Except the Lord of Sabaoth did leave to us a seed, as Sodom we had become, and as Gomorrah we had been made like.'”
Literal Meaning: “and as Isaiah said before”, the following quotation is from the Book of Isaiah (1:9). 

Enlightenment in the Word: both the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah in the Old Testament were under the judgment of God because of the full measure of iniquity (see Gen. 18:20- 19:29) and were burned by fire. God warned the Israel by this, showing that unless God had left them a very small residue in the bowel of His mercy, they should have perished. Therefore, they should be in the bowel of God’s mercy and no longer rebel or sin, and repent to God quickly. We also need such warning today, don’t we?

Rom. 9:30 “What shall we say then? That Gentiles, who did not pursue righteousness, have attained to righteousness, even the righteousness of faith;”

YLT: “What, then, shall we say? that nations who are not pursuing righteousness did attain to righteousness, and righteousness that of faith,”

Enlightenment in the Word: the will that God chooses will ultimately lead to Christ who is chosen so that, no matter the Jews or the Gentiles, all those who believe will have His righteousness on account of the faithfulness of God. 
Rom. 9:31 “but Israel, pursuing the law of righteousness, has not attained to the law of righteousness.”

YLT: “and Israel, pursuing a law of righteousness, at a law of righteousness did not arrive;”

Literal Meaning: “but Israel, pursuing the law of righteousness”, “pursuing the law of righteousness”, it means that one pursuits the law and hopes to be justified by God by this way. 
Rom. 9:32 “Why? Because they did not seek it by faith, but as it were, by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumbling stone. ”

YLT: “wherefore? because -- not by faith, but as by works of law; for they did stumble at the stone of stumbling,”

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) No matter the Jews or the Gentiles, they have the same position before God. The principle and way of God towards them are changeless. One can receive the salvation by believing the glad tidings (Rom. 1:16-17).

2) “Did not pursue … have attained to” (v.30), “pursue … have not attained to” (v.31), “Why? Because they did not seek it by faith, but by the works”. Faith is the inner knowledge about Christ. Works are men’s outside labor. It clearly states that true and effective pursuit completely lies in the knowledge about Christ. All the pursuit, that is not naturally caused by really touching Christ or does not regard the knowledge of Christ as the goal, is merely man’s labor and struggle in the flesh, attaining to nothing eventually. What vanity!

Rom. 9:33 “As it is written: "Behold, I lay in Zion a stumbling stone and rock of offense, And whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame." ”

YLT: “according as it hath been written, `Lo, I place in Sion a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence; and every one who is believing thereon shall not be ashamed.'”

The Background: Is. 8:13-15, the prophet Isaiah prophesied the invasion of Assyria would sweep the country like flood. However, there would be a refuge in the roaring water. God would be the “sanctuary” for those who believed Him and become the rock upon which they could set. However, those who did not believe Him and yet relied on other power or resource would be swept toward the rock. And they would be in distress because of this stone. For the stone was not a refuge to them, but a dangerous hindrance ---- “a stone of stumbling, and for a rock of offence”. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 
1) The stone is the Lord Jesus. He who does not believe Him will stumble at Him. He who does not believe Him will never fail or be ashamed.

2) God sets Christ as “the corner stone”, who is the foundation of the salvation for the world as well as the foundation of the spiritual building of believers. If men do not rely on Him, He will become our “a stone of stumbling and rock of offence” (1Pet. 2:7-8)

3) All those who take the vain reasoning of man as the refuge must be swallowed up by the flood of the dark power. However, those who believe on the Lord must rest in peace. It is because He is a tried stone and is the firm foundation (see is. 28:15-17).

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons
【The Election of God】

A. It is of God who calls (v.1-13);

B. It is of God who shows mercy (v.14-18);

C. It is of the Creator’s sovereignty (v.19-29);

D. It is of man’s pursuit by faith (v.30-33);

【The Will of the Election in Christ】

A. Paul’s love to the Israelites in Christ:

1. He told the truth of love in Christ (v.1-3);

2. He saw the privilege of the Israelites (v.4-);

B. He who becomes the child of God is according to the promise, but not the flesh (v.6-9):

1. The children of the flesh are not the children of God; 

2. But the children of the promise are counted as the seed.

C. God treats men according to His will, not man’s works:

1. For the children not yet being born, that the purpose of God according to election might stand (v.10-11).

2. God chose Jacob, but rejected Esau (v.12-13).

D. It is of God who shows mercy, neither of him who wills, nor of him who runs.

1. God will have mercy on whomever He will have mercy and He will have compassion on whomever He will have compassion (v.14-16).

2. The power of God is manifested in those who are hardened (v.17-18).

E. God has the sovereignty over men.

1. The Creator has power to make one vessel for honor and another for dishonor (v.19-24).

2. God will call them His people, who were not His people; and her beloved, who was not beloved (v.25-29).

F. Whether a man can obtain the righteousness is determined by his attitude towards Christ.

1. Righteousness is obtained by faith, not by the law (v.30-31).

2. Christ is the rock for those who seek by faith. Christ is the stumbling stone for those who seek by works (v.32-33).

【The Superiority of the Israel】

A. To them were entrusted the oracles of God (Rom. 3:2).

B. To whom pertain the adoption (v.4); 

C. To whom pertain the glory (v.4); 

D. To whom pertain the covenants (v.4); 

E. To whom pertain the giving of the law (v.4); 

F. To whom pertain the service of God (v.4); 

G. To whom pertain the promises (v.4); 

H. Of whom are the fathers and from whom (v.5); 

I. According to the flesh, Christ came (v.5);

【Be Not…But…】

A. Those who are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God; but the children of the promise are counted as the seed (v.8).

B. The purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works but of Him who calls (v.11).

C. It is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who shows mercy (v.16).

D. It is not the law of righteousness, but the righteousness of faith (v.30-31).

E. It is not to seek by works, but by faith (v.32).

Romans Chapter Ten
I. Content of the Chapter 

【The Reason Why the Israel Lost the Salvation】
A. They are not according to knowledge ---- seek to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God (v.1-3);

B. God has ordained that he who believes will obtain righteousness:

1. Christ is the end of the law (v.4-7).

2. The way of being justified is confessing with one’s mouth and believing in one’s heart (v.8-11).

3. God treats those who call upon Him justly (v.12-15).

C. The Israel rejected the Gospel (v.16-21).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Rom. 10:1 “Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved.”

YLT: “Brethren, the pleasure indeed of my heart, and my supplication that to God for Israel, is -- for salvation;” 
Meaning of Words: “desire”: want, admire, please;

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Some believer prays what he does not mean, for he does not really desire in his heart.

2) We should earnestly pray for men’s being saved, especially our kinsmen, according to flesh.

3) We gentile believers should also pray to God for the Israel’s being saved. If they do not receive the salvation with us together, the work of God still cannot be made perfect.

Rom. 10:2 “For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.”

YLT: “for I bear them testimony that they have a zeal of God, but not according to knowledge,”

Meaning of Words: “knowledge”: perfect knowledge, right knowledge;

Literal Meaning: “I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God”, the Jews thought that God gave them the law, so they held that being zealous for the law (Acts. 21:20) and for the traditions of their fathers (Gal. 1:14) were having a zeal for God. 

“But not according to knowledge”, they did not know the Lord according to the right way of justification so that their religious zeal became blind zeal.

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The zeal that is not according to the knowledge is not blind zeal and can not save men. Such zeal contrarily leads men to perdition.

2) Zeal without knowledge is craze. The religious zeal is most terrible one in the world. It tends to persecute those who are really of God.

3) Though the Israel had zeal, they did not according to the knowledge. Today, many Christians have knowledge, but have no zeal.

4) It is still insufficient to seek God though zeal and sincerity, for there is no any other man or group that is more zealous or sincerely in seeking God.

5) Today, the lack of zeal with knowledge mostly hinders the eternal will of God among the children of God. May God show mercy to us so that we may gain “the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord” (Phil. 3:8) and take the perfect knowledge of Christ as the foundation. 

6) True knowledge is not devised by man, nor approved by man, but established by God.

7) Christ is the true knowledge. Without Christ, even the holiest thing will become false knowledge. This is the greatest principle of God toward man, and is also a changeless law.

Rom. 10:3 “For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God.”


YLT: “for not knowing the righteousness of God, and their own righteousness seeking to establish, to the righteousness of God they did not submit.” 

Meaning of Words: “knowledge”: perfect knowledge, right knowledge;

Literal Meaning: “for they being ignorant of God's righteousness”, “God's righteousness”, it refers to the position of obtaining righteousness by faith (see Rom. 1:17). It is a gift from God, not gained by man’s works.

“And seeking to establish their own righteousness”, “their own righteousness”, it refers to the position of obtaining righteousness by man’s labor.


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Many faults are caused by “ignorance”. If we desire to please God, we should seek to know God Himself and the principles of His doings by reading more the Scriptures and praying to Him more. 

2) Man’s own righteousness is opposite to God’s righteousness. He who exalts his own righteousness has not submitted to the righteousness of God. In other words, if we really submit to the righteousness of God, we should give up our own righteousness.

3) Man’s self rebels against God. The more man relies on himself, the more will he be alienated from God and be enemies of God.

4) The righteousness of man is from man himself. But the righteousness of God is that God gives Himself to man. The principles of them are totally different.

5) The disobedience to the righteousness of God is an insult to God. Such attitude deprives man of the way of receiving God’s salvation.

6) There are two reasons for the failures of Christians before God: 1) “being ignorant of” the word of God, or “being unfamiliar with” the word of God; 2) “not submitting” to the word of God. They are unwilling to keep the word of God after hearing it (Matt. 7:26-27).

7) If we believers desire to show off ourselves in the assembly, we are seeking to establish our own righteousness. If we do everything for the purpose of manifesting the glory of God, we are establishing the righteousness of God.

Rom. 10:4 “For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.”


YLT: “For Christ is an end of law for righteousness to every one who is believing,” 

Meaning of Words: “end”: goal, the point aimed at as a limit, termination, conclusion, reaching the summit; 


Literal Meaning: “Christ is the end of the law”, there are three layers of meanings:

1) The goal of the law is pointing to Christ. The law has been our tutor up to Christ, that we might be justified on the principle of faith (Gal. 3:24).

2) Christ has fulfilled the requirement of the law. The Lord Jesus said, “think not that I am come to make void the law or the prophets; I am not come to make void, but to fulfill (Matt. 5:17).”

3) The function of the law has not ended until Christ comes. Since Christ has set us free, we shall stand fast and be not held again in the yoke of the law of bondage (Gal. 5:1).

    “For righteousness to everyone who believes”, here it points that “believing” is the way of obtaining “righteousness”. The object of believing is Christ Himself.

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) It is because Christ has fulfilled the law through completely keeping the requirements of the law and perfecting the types and prophecies of the law.

2) We Christians are no longer “under the law” (Rom. 6:15), for Christ has delivered us from the curse of the law.

3) Barret said, “Christ has ended the law by fulfilling it, not annulling the purpose of the law”.

4) If we refuse the righteousness of Christ, we shall not only be unable to obtain the righteousness before God but also have to take the responsibility of unrighteousness.

5) All that is of God is unto Christ. Our relationship with Christ decides our relationship with God. And it is also the ground that God shows His mercy to us.

6) Jesus Christ is the righteousness of God. The righteousness of God dwells in Jesus Christ bodily.

7) Today, many Christians have not seen “Christ is the end of the law”. Therefore, after they are saved, they have set many regulations (laws) for them to keep so as to please God. Finally, they are just like the Jews, perfecting nothing. What is most important is that one can live the righteous life through the life of Christ.

Rom. 10:5 “For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law, "The man who does those things shall live by them." ”


YLT: “for Moses doth describe the righteousness that of the law, that, `The man who did them shall live in them,'” 

Literal Meaning: “Moses writes”, the following words are quoted from the Book of Leviticus (18:5).

  “The man who does those things shall live by them.” ---- “Live”, it means living in this age, not in that to come. The whole verse shows that if one wants to live outside of the curse of the law, he shall completely keep the requirements of the law so as to gain the righteousness of the law. However, it is impossible, for man cannot keep the whole. Whoever shall keep the whole law and shall offend in one, he has come under the guilt of all (James 2:10). Therefore, no one can be justified by law (Gal. 2:16).


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Man can at most do the righteousness of the law of letter or a small part of the righteousness, but cannot do the spirit of the law.

2) To live by the law is different from living by faith. Even though one can perfectly keep the regulations of the law, he is still “living” under the bondage of the law merely. He cannot live in freedom like those who live by faith (see Gal. 5:1).

3) The principle of “doing” and the principle of “believing” (v.4) are opposite. The principle of “doing” is that man does by himself, not by God. The principle of “faith” is that man does not do by himself, but by God.

Rom. 10:6 “But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, "Do not say in your heart, "Who will ascend into heaven?"' (that is, to bring Christ down from above) ”


YLT: “and the righteousness of faith doth thus speak: `Thou mayest not say in thine heart, Who shall go up to the heaven,' that is, Christ to bring down?” 

Literal Meaning: “but the righteousness of faith speaks in this way”, verse six to eight are quoted from the Book of Deuteronomy (30:11-14). According to the context there, it refers to the law, but here Paul uses the principle of it in the way of believing the Lord. 

  “The righteousness of faith”, that is the righteousness obtained by faith, the righteousness of Christ, namely, justification by faith. Faith is accounted as righteousness. 

  “To bring Christ down from above”, “bring Christ down from above”, it refers to the incarnation of Christ.

  Note that the apostle Paul does not quote the Old Testament mechanically, but has slight changes. There are two reasons:

1) He often directly quotes from the Septuagint (the Greek translation), not the Hebrew the original.

2) He sometimes quotes merely the general meaning of a certain paragraph or verse and gives additional explanation. Nevertheless, it does not have any conflict with or run counter to the original. 

Rom. 10:7 “or, ""Who will descend into the abyss?"' (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). ”


YLT: “or, `Who shall go down to the abyss,' that is, Christ out of the dead to bring up.” 

Literal Meaning: “who will descend into the abyss?” “Abyss”: the bottomless pit (see Rev. 11:7; 17:8). Here, it referred to the place where Christ had been to after death before resurrection. After Christ died, He had ever fallen unto the lower part of the earth ---- to preach and boast in “prison” (1Pet. 3:19; see Rev. 20:7) and had overcome the power of death. And then He ascended to the heavens (Eph. 4:8-9). 

  “To bring Christ up from the dead”, that is the resurrection of Christ from death.


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) In order to be saved, one does not need to ascent to the heavens nor seek under the earth. It is unnecessary for one to be so strenuous to be saved.

2) Even though men exert themselves, there is still no one who can climb up to the heaven by himself, nor overcome the death and hell. 

3) Christ exists everywhere. He is near us and is in us. How ??(John 14:18-20).

4) Seek the LORD while He may be found, Call upon Him while He is near (Is. 55:6).

Rom. 10:8 “But what does it say? "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart" (that is, the word of faith which we preach):”


YLT: “But what doth it say? `Nigh thee is the saying -- in thy mouth, and in thy heart:' that is, the saying of the faith, that we preach;” 

Meaning of Words: word: rhema; 

Literal Meaning: “the word is near you”, “the word”, it referred to the word of God appeared in the law. Paul here uses it in the gospel ---- “the way of believing the Lord”, emphasizing that the gospel is easily available. 

“In your mouth and in your heart”, we need not obtain the word by ascending to the heavens nor descending into the hell (v.6-7), for the word is near and available. 


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The alternate use of “word” and “Christ” in verse six and seven, showing that the word is Christ Himself. Christ has been raised and become the living word so that we can speak Him in our mouth and consider Him in heart. How kind and how easy to approach Him!

2) The word of Christ is spirit and life (John 6:63) and fills in our mouth and heart (Col. 3:16) so that we can enjoy all His being.

3) God never gives man the burden that man cannot bear nor asks man to do what he cannot do. The way that God has prepared for man is the easiest one.

4) The word that we preach is the word of “believing”, not word of “works”. Men need not ascend to the heavens to bring Christ down from above nor descend into the abyss to bring Christ up from the dead (v.6-7), for God has done these. There is nothing that leaves for us to do.

Rom. 10:9 “that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”


YLT: “that if thou mayest confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and mayest believe in thy heart that God did raise him out of the dead, thou shalt be saved,” 

Literal Meaning: “that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus”, the Jews used the “Lord” to refer to the name of “Jehovah” (since the name of God “Jehovah” was hallowed among the Jews, they dared not call or translate the name directly. Therefore, they used “the Lord” to represent the name of God.) Therefore, “confess … the Lord Jesus”, it means to confess the deity of Jesus Christ.

“And believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead”, there are two important points of believing the Lord Jesus: 1) to believe that He had died for our sins; 2) to believe that He has been raised for our justification (Rom. 4:25). “Believe that God has raised Him from the dead”, it means to believe that His death has met the righteous requirements of God and that God has made him both Lord and Christ through raising Him (Acts. 2:32, 36).

“You will be saved”, “be saved”, be delivered from perdition. 


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) One’s being saved includes inside believing ---- heart, and outside confession ---- mouth. The requirement of the word for man is confessing with one’s mouth and believing in one’s heart.

2) Faith and testimony are supplementary and exist simultaneously. We should not focus on one side, but ignore the other.

3) We should have the faith that we are bold to confess before men. That is real faith.

4) Christ can save us only in His risen life. Therefore, if Christ be not raised, our faith is vain, and we are yet in our sins (1Cor. 15:17).

5) Resurrection is the focus of the faith of Christians. Christians believes not only that Christ has risen from the dead but also that Christ still lives and is living to the ages of ages (Rev. 1:18).

Rom. 10:10 “For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”


YLT: “for with the heart doth believe to righteousness, and with the mouth is confession made to salvation;” 

Literal Meaning: believing in one’s heart is toward God. And confession with one’s mouth is toward men. Believing in one’s heart is to believe that God has made Jesus Christ and Savior through raising Him up from the dead. Confession with one’s mouth means that one confesses before men that Jesus who is despised and rejected by all is the Lord of all (see v.9). Both of the them are the conditions of our being justified and saved. 

“Righteousness” is the position of and reason for salvation. “Salvation” is the result of righteousness.
Rom. 10:11 “For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame." ”


YLT: “for the Writing saith, `Every one who is believing on him shall not be ashamed,'” 

Literal Meaning: “the Scripture says”, the following word is quoted from the Book of Isaiah (28:16). It has already been quoted in chapter nine of the Book of Romans, verse 33.

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) All the faith that is shameful to be testified to others is not the faith of Christ. He who has really believed the Lord will definitely not feel that believing the Lord is shameful.

2) Someone who has already believed the Lord fears that he can not be a good Christian, thus humiliating the Lord. Actually, if we really commit our whole life unto the Lord, he will surely take the responsibility and let us not be put to shame.

Rom. 10:12 “For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him.”


YLT: “for there is no difference between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord of all rich to all those calling upon Him,” 

Meaning of Words: “call upon”: call, cry;

Literal Meaning: “there is no distinction between Jew and Greek”, concerning salvation, both Jew and Greek stand on the same position.

“For the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him”, “rich to all”, it indicates that God saves us to deliver us from sins so as to make us enjoy the unsearchable fullness in Christ ultimately (Eph. 3:8). “Call for”, the mystery of enjoying the riches of Christ is to call upon Him. 


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Today, no matter the Jews or the nations, everyone can be saved as long as he confesses Christ.

2) All men in the world enjoy the gracious things through calling upon Him ---- there is no distinction.

3) Our God is not a God of anyone or any group, but a God of all.

4) The Lord is rich and full to those who call upon Him, which does not depend on our condition, but the object that we call on.

5) Calling upon the name of the Lord not only saves us (v.13), but also makes us rich. He is rich, and became poor for us (2Cor. 8:9) so that He can bestow all His fullness to those who call upon Him.

6) One who does not call upon the Lord is the most miserable and poorest one, for he has the spiritual word of becoming rich in vain and does not use the word.

Rom. 10:13 “For "whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved." ”


YLT: “for every one -- whoever shall call upon the name of the Lord, he shall be saved.'” 

Literal Meaning: the words in this verse are quoted from the Book of Joel (2:32). Peter has also quoted this paragraph on the day of Pentecost (Acts. 2:21). Calling on the name of the LORD is the mystery of our salvation. This was a promise that God had early given to us in the days of the Old Testament. The Scriptures had also recorded many cases of calling on the name of the LORD (see Gen. 4:26; Ps. 116:17; Zeph. 3:9; Zech. 13:9).

  “For "whoever calls on the name of the LORD”, “calls on” means calling in a loud voice; “name” refers to what one is and what has. “Calls on the name of the LORD”: call on the Lord Himself ---- the Lord Jesus is the object of our faith and reliance.

“Shall be saved”, it points that we call the name of the Lord Jesus in a loud voice on account of believing and relying on Him so that we shall obtain salvation.

“Be saved”, in the Scriptures, it not only mentions eternal salvation, but also salvation of souls (1Pet. 1:9), redemption of our body (Rom. 8:23), being saved from danger (Acts. 27:31), being saved from tribulations (2Cor. 1:6, 10), being saved from temptations in life (Matt. 6:13) and etc.

Controversial Clarification: if Christians call on the Lord earnestly on account of inside inspiration and need, it is quite natural. Unfortunately, some people take “calling on the name of the Lord” as a form and call on the name of the Lord repeatedly in public. And they are therefore criticized by others, who think that they do not respect the name of the Lord and then call them “Lee’s sect”. Therefore, though we Christians can and should “call on the name of the Lord”, we have to avoid extremity and formalism.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Though man cannot see the Lord, they can call on the name of the Lord. The name of the Lord is the Lord Himself. Therefore, he who calls on the Lord’s name is calling the Lord Himself. 

2) He is the Savior of all men, especially of those that believe (1Tim. 4:10). He has delivered us from so great a death, and does deliver; in whom we confide that he will also yet deliver (2Cor. 1:10). Therefore, we shall not only call on the name of the Lord before we are saved, but also still often call on the name of the Lord after we are saved. 

3) The Lord can and is willing to deliver us from various difficulties. Therefore, when we find we need to rely on His help, we shall open our mouth to call on the name of the Lord with boldness.

4) Christ has fully perfected His salvation. There is no need any other addition (v.6-7). We need only to confess His absolute authority ---- “confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus”, and receive the glorious fact of His resurrection ---- “believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead” (v.9), and call upon Him according to the fullness of His name ---- “call on the name of the LORD”, thus taking part in His wonderful salvation ---- “shall be saved”.

Rom. 10:14 “How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? ”


YLT: “How then shall they call upon in whom they did not believe? and how shall they believe of whom they did not hear? and how shall they hear apart from one preaching?” 

The Background: after Paul had stated that believing the word of the Lord (the gospel) is the only condition for man to be saved, he thought the Jews who upheld the law might argue that they had never had the right chance to hear the gospel so they did not understand the gospel, let alone receiving the gospel. Therefore, God should not ask the Jews to take the responsibility for not believing the gospel. Paul then pointed out the way of believing the word of the Lord by a string of rhetoric questions: 1) God sent the preacher; 2) preach the word; 3) hear the word; 4) believe the word. His conclusion was that the Jews not only had the chance to hear the gospel but also understood the meaning the gospel (see v.18-19).

Literal Meaning: “how then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed?” ---- Man should first believe the Lord and then he can call on the name of the Lord. In other words, that man calls on the name of the Lord shows that he believes the Lord and shall be saved (v.9, 13).

“And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard?” ---- It suggests a truth: faith comes by hearing the word of Christ. Hearing the word of Christ is the origin of our faith (see Heb. 12:2; John 2:22).

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) If you do not believe Him, you cannot pray to Him or call on Him. Believing Him is the condition for our prayers’ being accepted and heard by God (Heb. 11:6).

2) “Believing God” and “calling on God” are inseparable. Before, we pray to God, we must have faith and surely believe that what we ask shall be granted. Moreover, only true faith shall make man call on God. One who has tasted the grace of the Lord will not stop calling on God.

3) The faith of Christians is the faith from hearing and understanding the Lord’s word (Matt. 13:23). It is not vague, nor impulsive.

4) If there is no preacher, man cannot hear nor believe. And thus the flow of the gospel is blocked. Concerning the matter of the preachment of the gospel, we shall be the channel instead of the dam.

Rom. 10:15 “And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!" ”


YLT: “and how shall they preach, if they may not be sent? according as it hath been written, `How beautiful the feet of those proclaiming good tidings of peace, of those proclaiming good tidings of the good things!'” 

Literal Meaning: “as it is written”, the following words are quoted from the Book of Isaiah (52:7) according to the meaning. 

“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, who bring glad tidings of good things!” ---- It originally indicated that they brought the good news to the captives and told them that they would soon be delivered from Babylon. Here, Paul applied it in preachers of the gospel ---- they brought the good news to men that they could be delivered from the bondage of sin.


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) There should be the separation and sending of the Holy Spirit at first, and then the sending of the assembly (Acts 13:2-4). God is the Lord of sending, not the assembly.

2) One should regard only those pastors or ministers as those who are sent by God. If a Christian takes courage to preach the gospel to others, he is sent by God.

3) How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel! It is because there are both God who sends men as well as men who obey God. Their feet testify the works of God.

4) As long as we are men who preach the gospel and let God be satisfied, we are the most beautiful before God.

5) Christians should shod our feet with preparation of the glad tidings of peace (Eph. 6:15). The more we preach the gospel, the less we will be stained by the sin of the world.

6) Life is the world is rough. But the gospel can transfer ruggedness to smoothness. The life of the believers who are filled with the burden of the gospel must be beautiful.

7) This verse shows us that how pleasant it is to God that we preach the gospel to others. The feet of us before we are saved are just like what Paul has mentioned in the Book of Romans (Rom. 3:15-17) ---- “"Their feet are swift to shed blood. Destruction and misery are in their ways. And the way of peace they have not known”. How ugly it is! Now, we have been saved and bear witness to the Lord everywhere and preach the gospel to others. How beautiful our feet have become!

Rom. 10:16 “But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, "LORD, who has believed our report?" ”


YLT: “But they were not all obedient to the good tidings, for Isaiah saith, `Lord, who did give credence to our report?'” 


Literal Meaning: “but they have not all obeyed the gospel”, it is the reaction of the world to the gospel ---- most of them do not believe the gospel. Hearing and obedience to the gospel is the origin of believing the gospel. 

    “For Isaiah says”, the following words are quoted from the Book of Isaiah (53:1), and Paul adds, “LORD”.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Proclaim the word in season out of season (2Tim. 4:2). Even though man may refuse to hear, we still have to preach.

2) He who has heard the glad tidings but refuses to obey the glad tidings shall take responsibility for him before God in the future. Since God has entrusted the grace and privilege of preaching of the glad tidings to us, if we do not go to preach, we shall also take responsibility for us before God in the future.

3) It is insufficient to hear the word of God by ears only. One shall also have an open spirit and mind and willingness of receiving the truth of God.

Rom. 10:17 “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
YLT: “so then the faith by a report, and the report through a saying of God,”

Literal Meaning: “hearing by the word of God”, “the word of God” has two meanings: 1) one refers to the glad tidings of Christ; (2) the other is the message that Christ preaches by His servants;

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) The more we read the Scriptures, the more will we know God, and the firmer our faith shall be. And the more we practice the word in the Scriptures, the more blessings will we receive from God.

2) Many believers choose what he likes when they hear the word of God. Only those who love God hear the word of God.

3) Here, it shows that faith comes from hearing and hearing comes from the word of God. Without word, there is no faith. If one has not caught any word of God, he has no faith. Without the word of God, your faith has no proof and is only a kind of imagination. Imagination comes from man’s thought instead of God’s word. But faith comes from God’s word. One can not believe without God’s word. Faith is to believe God’s word.

4) “Faith comes by preaching and preaching by the word of God” (another translation). The knowledge of Christ ---- “faith”, comes from the testimony of Christ ---- “preaching”. The true testimony of Christ comes from the revelation of Christ by God ---- “word”. May we on one hand be willing to receive the testimony of Christ by revelation and know more about Christ. And may we on the other hand look on Him to speak more to us and to reveal His Son so that we will preach Him and testify Him more thus more people will believe and know Him.

Rom. 10:18 “But I say, have they not heard? Yes indeed: "Their sound has gone out to all the earth, And their words to the ends of the world."”
YLT: “but I say, Did they not hear? yes, indeed -- `to all the earth their voice went forth, and to the ends of the habitable world their sayings.'”
Meaning of Words: “ends of the world”: the ends of the habitable world;

Literal Meaning: “their sound has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world”. It is quoted from the Book of Psalm (19:4), in which the heavens testify the glory of God. Here, it refers to the voices and words of the preachers of the glad tidings. Those who do not believe the glad tidings can not make an excuse that they have no chance to hear the glad tidings, for there are preachers of the glad tidings everywhere. This verse proves that the Gentiles also have chance to hear the glad tidings, let alone the Jews, for the gospel was firstly preached among the Jews. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Christians should learn to hear the voiceless words ---- learn to hear the words of God in various circumstances.

2) The mission that the Lord gives to the assembly is, “Go and make disciples of all the nations” (Matt. 28:19); “be my witnesses…to the end of the earth” (Acts. 1:8).

Rom. 10:19 “But I say, did Israel not know? First Moses says: "I will provoke you to jealousy by those who are not a nation, I will move you to anger by a foolish nation."”
YLT: “But I say, Did not Israel know? first Moses saith, `I will provoke you to jealousy by not a nation; by an unintelligent nation I will anger you,'”
Literal Meaning: “first Moses says”, the following verses are quoted from the Book of Deuteronomy (32:21) ---- “the Song of Moses”.

“I will provoke you to jealousy by those who are not a nation”, “those who are not a nation” refer to the Gentiles, who were not the people of God (se Rom. 9:25-26).

“I will move you to anger by a foolish nation.” ---- “A foolish nation”, the Gentiles were unenlightened in spirit in the eyes of the Jews ---- they were blind in things of God and were in darkness, foolish and were babies (see Rom. 2:19-20).

Here, it means that even the Gentiles who are despised by the Jews can understand the messages of the glad tidings, how much rather shall the Jews know the glad tidings?

Rom. 10:20 “But Isaiah is very bold and says: "I was found by those who did not seek Me; I was made manifest to those who did not ask for Me."”
YLT: “and Isaiah is very bold, and saith, `I was found by those not seeking Me; I became manifest to those not inquiring after Me;'”
Literal Meaning: “But Isaiah is very bold and says”, the following words are quoted from the Book of Isaiah (65:1). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It is not we seek God, but God comes to seek us (Gen. 3:9; Luke 15:3-10; 19:10).

2) We did not know God in the past and were afar off God (Eph. 2:13). But God makes us meek Him and find Him.

Rom. 10:21 “But to Israel he says: "All day long I have stretched out My hands To a disobedient and contrary people."”
YLT: “and unto Israel He saith, `All the day I did stretch out My hands unto a people unbelieving and gainsaying.'”
Literal Meaning: “he says”, the following words are quoted from the Book of Isaiah (65:2).

  “All day long I have stretched out My hands To a disobedient and contrary people.” ---- “Have stretched out My hands”, it is a gesture of a mother who calls to embrace his child. It indicates that the Israel’s being rejected is not on account of God, but themselves. 

Enlightenment in the Word: He bestows grace to those who are foolish ---- “I was found by those who did not seek Me; I was made manifest to those who did not ask for Me” (v.20). God calls those who are disobedient and contrary in love ---- “All day long I have stretched out My hands To a disobedient and contrary people.” It speaks of the heart of the Father as well as the Spirit of Christ.

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【God Treats Man According to His Relationship With Christ】

A. Everything is unto Christ (v.1-5).

B. The faith of the Lord is the only way that man shall be saved (v.6-17).

C. God calls everyone to receive Christ:

1. God calls the Gentiles to receive Christ (v.18).

2. God calls the Israel to receive Christ (v.19-21).

【How Do Christians Give Spiritual Help to Others?】

A. To pray for them to God earnestly (v.1);

B. To confess the strong points of them and figure out the weak points of them (v.2-3);

C. The most important is to point to them that Christ is the answer of every question (v.4).

D. To show the way of receiving Christ to them (v.6-8);

E. To show them that the way of enjoying the fullness of Christ is believing and calling on His name (v.9-13);

F. To preach the word of Christ to them, no matter what reactions they have (v.14-17);

G. To commit them to God and ask God to reveal to them (v.19-21);

【The Righteousness of God】

A. To seek by faith, not by works (Rom. 9:30-33);

B. The righteousness of God is opposite to that of man (v.3);

C. All that believe Christ shall obtain the righteousness of God (v.4);

D. The righteousness of the law is opposite to the righteousness of faith (v.5-6);

E. The righteousness of faith is near in your mouth and in your heart (v.6-8);

F. The assurance of the righteousness of faith ---- whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame (v.11);

G. The origin of the righteousness of faith ---- God ---- the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him (v.12-13);

【The Righteousness of God】

A. The righteousness of God is Jesus Christ (v.4).

B. The righteousness of God is opposite to the righteousness of man (v.5).

C. The righteousness of God does not need man to find Christ (v.6-7).

D. The righteousness and salvation of God are near (v.8-10).

E. The righteousness and salvation of God shall not put men to shame (v.11).

【The Difficulty of the Jews Does not Lie in “Ignorance”, but “Disobedience”】

A. The way of believing the word is too simple (v.5-10).

B. God has given everyone the chance of hearing the faith of the Lord (v.11-15).

C. The Jews have indeed heard, but they still disobey (v.16-21).

【The Process of Man’s Faith】

A. He has to call on the name of the Lord if he wants to be saved (v.9-10; see Acts 2:21; 9:14).

B. He has to believe if he calls on the name (v.14; see Heb. 11:6).

C. He has to hear if he wants to believe (v.14; see Mark 16:15-16; Ps. 122:1).

D. There should be preacher of the word if the word should be heard (v.14; see Titus 1:3; Acts 2:37; 4:4; 8:12, 35, 38; 11:30-21; 14:1; 17:34; 18:8; 28:24).

E. There should be sending of God if there should be preachers of the word of God (v.15; see Luke 24:46-47; Acts 26:17-18; 13:1-4; 1Cor. 9:16-17; Matt. 9:38; 2Cor. 5:18).

【The Glad Tidings are Universal】

A. There is no distinction between Jew and Greek (v.12).

B. All men are saved according to the same promise of God (v.38).

C. The whole world will not be saved if there is no one who preaches the gospel to the world (v.14-15).

D. The Scripture proves that the gospel is universal (v.16-17).

E. The rebellion of the Israel proves that the gospel is universal (v.18-21).

Romans Chapter Eleven
I. Content of the Chapter
【The Wisdom of the Counsel of God’s Salvation】

A. There has been a remnant of Israel according to God’s election of grace (v.1-6).

B. God has made the rest be blinded (v.7-10).

C. God provokes the Israel to be saved by saving the Gentiles (v.11-15).

D. The parable of the olive tree:

1. The new branches (the Gentiles) should not boast (v.16-22).

2. The old branches (the Israel) should also be grafted (v.23-24).

E. God predestinates salvation to all Israel (v.25-27).

F. God’s perfect mercy (v.28-32);

G. God’s full wisdom (v.33-36);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Rom. 11:1 “I say then, has God cast away His people? Certainly not! For I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin.”
YLT: “I say, then, Did God cast away His people? let it not be! for I also am an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin:”
Literal Meaning: “has God cast away His people”? ---- “Cast away”, totally reject; “His people” refers to the Israelites. Such sentence pattern in the original shows that the answer is negative. 

“For I also am an Israelite”, Paul took him as an example, proving that God had not totally cast away the Israelites. In the past history, though the Israelites were stubborn and refused the dispensation of God’s salvation, there was still a remnant (Rom.9:27) who believed the Lord. 

“Of the seed of Abraham”, when the Israel mentioned their genealogy, they usually traced back to Abraham (see Matt. 1:1; 2Cor. 11:22).

“Of the tribe of Benjamin”, “Benjamin” is one of the twelve tribes of Israel (see Num. 1:36; Rev. 7:8). Paul was of tribe of Benjamin (Phil. 3:5). Before he was saved, his name was “Saul”, the same name as a remarkable character of the tribe of Benjamin ---- the king Saul (Acts 13:21).

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Paul is a best witness, testifying that a faithful Jew can also be a Christian who devotes himself to the Lord.

2) The Lord likes us to bear witness to Him by our social status. We should not be ashamed of being a Chinese Christian.

Rom. 11:2 “God has not cast away His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what the Scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel, saying,”


YLT: “God did not cast away His people whom He knew before; have ye not known -- in Elijah -- what the Writing saith? how he doth plead with God concerning Israel, saying,” 

The Background: in the times of the prophet Elijah, the king of Israel Ahab took the gentile woman Jezebel as wife and reared up an altar for the gentile idol of Baal in the house of Baal (1King 16:29-32). Jezebel even cut off the prophets of Jehovah, but the steward of his house Obadiah who feared God hid a hundred prophets privately (1King 18:4, 13). Later, the prophet Elijah on the Mount Carmel by the word of God challenged the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal to bear witness to God. Finally, Elijah alone defeated all the prophets of Baal and killed them all (1King 18:20-40). Jezebel then sent a messenger to Elijah and told him that she swore to kill him to revenge (1King 19:2). Elijah arose and went to the Mount Horeb and went into a cave there. Jehovah the Lord asked him what he was doing there. Elijah answered, “for the children of Israel have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword. And I am left, I alone” (1King 19:8-9, 13-14). God said to him, “Yet I have left seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth that hath not kissed him” (1King 19:18). 


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) “God has not cast away His people whom He foreknew”. ---- What consolation the gracious word brings to us! We are preordained according to the foreknowledge of God (Rom. 8:29). Therefore, no matter how weak we are, God will not cast away us ---- just like the fact that He never casts away the Israel who always rebel to Him.

2) Even though man may fall into a certain condition that seems to “have to be rejected”, we will also find that God has no idea of “rejection” if we see from His sight. God may show His anger at man’s fall and may even give “government”, but He will not cast away those whom He has chosen. 

3) Even the great prophet Elijah had the possibility of misunderstanding the will of God and pleading the people of God. Who we are? How can we think that only we (or the group we are in) are preserved by God and all the rest Christians have departed from God?

Rom. 11:3 “"LORD, they have killed Your prophets and torn down Your altars, and I alone am left, and they seek my life"?”


YLT: “`Lord, Thy prophets they did kill, and Thy altars they dug down, and I was left alone, and they seek my life;'” 

Meaning of Words: “life”: soul;

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) Satan may prevail when the people of God feel lonely in the life of Christians.

2) We should not think that others do not love the Lord and I alone love the Lord. There is a great number of those who love the Lord. We just do not know them.
Rom. 11:4 “But what does the divine response say to him? "I have reserved for Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal." ”


YLT: “but what saith the divine answer to him? `I left to Myself seven thousand men, who did not bow a knee to Baal.'” 

Meaning of Words: “Baal”: owner and master (Baal is the name of the main idol among the Phoenician and the Canaanite);

Literal Meaning: “I have reserved for Myself seven thousand men”, “seven thousand men”, they could be regard the remnant who feared God in the Israel in the times of Elijah. Paul used this case to prove that God preserves the people in grace for Himself in every generation.


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The divine response tells us that: 1) God does not like us to plead our brothers; 2) no matter how weak our conditions are, God will never forget our faithfulness to Him.

2) Even in the generation that men universally departed from the truth, God always had men who kept faithful to Him.

3) God always works according to His will, “I … for Myself” ---- He reserves us for Himself, not for us. 

4) We believers should not always focus on our weakness, failure or smallness, but on the greatness of our God. If we only see the circumstance and ourselves, we will feel that “I am alone”. However, if we turn to see our God, we will know that God has reserved for Himself “seven thousand men”.

5) Man only see “him alone” (v.3), but has not seen “seven thousand men”. God does not respond to what man has seen, but points what man has not seen to him. May God open our eyes that we can see the spiritual things that God likes us to see.  

Rom. 11:5 “Even so then, at this present time there is a remnant according to the election of grace.”


YLT: “So then also in the present time a remnant according to the choice of grace there hath been;” 
Meaning of Words: “remnant”: the rest;
The Background: “remnant” has a background concerning the Old Testament. The Israel rebelled against God repeatedly. Though God often warned them, they still did not repent. Therefore, God scattered them the gentile nations. Only a remnant returned (see Jer. 3:14; Zech. 13:8), and such a small part of Israel who returned was called “remnant”.

Literal Meaning: “according to the election of grace”, that the remnant who believed the Lord among the Israel lived in the world was not on account of their good works, but the election of grace.

“At this present time there is a remnant”, the original of the word “remnant” only appears one time in the New Testament. It is a different from the word “remnant” (Rom. 9:27) or “seed” (Rom. 9:29) in chapter nine, but all the three words have the meaning of “remnant”. Just like the age of Elijah, though the backsliding condition was common, there was still a faithful Jewish remnant living in the world. 


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Throughout the generations, God always works in His people according to the principle of “remnant”, e.g. when the whole world was corrupted, God only chose Noah the eighth person (Gen. 7:1); moreover, after the event of the tower of Babel, God merely chose Abram (Gen. 12:1).

2) The principle of the world is ---- “minority obeys to majority”. The principle of the assembly is ---- “many are they who enter in through the way that leads to destruction, and they are few who find the way that leads to life” (Matt. 7:13-14); “For many are called ones, but few chosen ones (Matt. 22:14).”

3) Believers should not choose the position according to the number of people, for it often tends to be a “remnant” that clearly knows the will of God and stands on right position. Therefore, when we have to decide one thing, we should not see men, but the Lord in us.

4) We shall not seek worldly enjoyment with those who lead a befuddled life, but seek righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart (2Tim. 2:22).

5) Since it is called “remnant”, it shows that God has still not given up the rest. Therefore, we who are of God should be in the bowel of God and preach the gospel zealously and perform the ministrations and pray for all in the hope of retrieve the whole situation.

6) There is a fact in grace ---- the number of those who have enjoyed the grace is small.

7) In fact, only a minority of the Christians shall be overcomers, who are personally responsible to God and receive their position. If someone teaches, “as long as one joints a certain group, he will automatically become an overcomer ---- it does not agree with the truth of the Scriptures”.

Rom. 11:6 “And if by grace, then it is no longer of works; otherwise grace is no longer grace. But if it is of works, it is no longer grace; otherwise work is no longer work. ”


YLT: “and if by grace, no more of works, otherwise the grace becometh no more grace; and if of works, it is no more grace, otherwise the work is no more work.” 


Enlightenment in the Word:  

1) God remembers man according to his inner condition, not his outer works.

2) The mystery of enjoying grace continually after we are saved is standing in the favor firmly (Rom. 5:2). We shall live by grace to please God, never by works.

Rom. 11:7 “What then? Israel has not obtained what it seeks; but the elect have obtained it, and the rest were blinded. ”


YLT: “What then? What Israel doth seek after, this it did not obtain, and the chosen did obtain, and the rest were hardened,” 

Meaning of Words: “blind”: harden, petrify, a hardened (the layer of thick skin for the sake of repeatedly resisting against the outward irritation); 


Literal Meaning: “Israel what it seeks”, it is “the righteousness of the law” (Rom. 9:31). They sought the position of being justified before God by works (Rom. 9:31-32).

“Israel has not obtained”, “Israel”, it is not the whole Israel, but those who “seek the righteousness of the law”.

“But the elect have obtained it”, “the elect”, it refers to the remnant among the Israel (Rom. 9:27), namely, the remnant according to the election of grace (see v.5). 

“And the rest were blinded”, “were blinded”, it refers to the Israel who are unwilling to hear the gospel (Rom. 10:16) and disobey and oppose God (Rom. 10:21). They refuse the faith of the Lord (Rom. 9:31-32), so God makes them dull to spiritual truth and blinded.  

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) If we do not obey the Spirit once or twice, we will be hardened and be insensitive to the guidance of the Spirit.

2) Those who refuse the guidance of God repeatedly, we will be blinded and even can not respond to God.

Rom. 11:8 “Just as it is written: "God has given them a spirit of stupor, Eyes that they should not see And ears that they should not hear, To this very day." ”


YLT: “according as it hath been written, `God gave to them a spirit of deep sleep, eyes not to see, and ears not to hear,' -- unto this very day,” 

Meaning of Words: “stupor”: a prickling, slumber; 


Literal Meaning: “just as it is written”, the following words are quoted from the Book of Isaiah (6:10; 29:10; Deut. 29:4).

    “To this very day”, the Jews are dull in spirit, from the generation of Elijah to the times of the New Testament. 

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Whenever we have confidence in ourselves and seek by our works, not grace, we will be blinded (v.6-7). Once we fall into such condition, God will give us a spirit of stupor that we cannot receive new revelation or enlightenment.

2) Darkness is the greatest difficulty of us. The worst work of Satan is blinding the thoughts of men so that the light of the Christ should not shine forth (2Cor. 4:4).

Rom. 11:9 “And David says: "Let their table become a snare and a trap, A stumbling block and a recompense to them”.

YLT: “and David saith, `Let their table become for a snare, and for a trap, and for a stumbling-block, and for a recompense to them;”
Literal Meaning: “and David says”, verse nine and ten are quoted from the Book of Psalm (69:22-23), where David referred to his enemies. Paul used it here to relate to the result that God let men be blinded.  

  “Let their table”, “table” refers to the place where men have enjoyment and pleasure.

“Become a snare and a trap, A stumbling block”, “snare” is used for catching birds; “trap” is set for catching beasts; “stumbling block” is the stone that stumbles others. Here, it means that joy is changed into disaster. 

“And a recompense to them”, the Jews only focused on the appearance only, but did not believe God in heart, so the recompense of rejection befell them.
Enlightenment in the Word: joyful and enjoyable table even became disaster. Just the Israel in the wilderness, “sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to sport”, “fell in one day three and twenty thousand” (1Cor. 10:7-8). Today, some sects boast of their doings in the gathering. They call it the “enjoyment of the Lord”. However, it is the “indulgence of soul”. Watch out!

Rom. 11:10 “Let their eyes be darkened, so that they do not see, And bow down their back always."”.

YLT: “let their eyes be darkened -- not to behold, and their back do Thou always bow down.'”
Literal Meaning: “and bow down their back always”, “bow down their back”, it indicates that their eyes can only see the earth and themselves, but cannot see the front and the heavens. 

Enlightenment in the Word: if man opposes against the plan of God, his eyes will continually be darkened and his back crooked.

Rom. 11:11 “I say then, have they stumbled that they should fall? Certainly not! But through their fall, to provoke them to jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles”.

YLT: “I say, then, Did they stumble that they might fall? let it not be! but by their fall the salvation to the nations, to arouse them to jealousy;”
Literal Meaning: “have they stumbled that they should fall”? “stumble”, one could stand up again; “fall”, it contains the meaning of eternal destruction; both of the words are different.

  The Jews stumbled at the stumbling-stone of Christ (Rom. 9:32), but they did not fall.

“Their fall”, it meant that the Jews had rejected the gospel and missed the chance of receiving salvation.

“To provoke them to jealousy, salvation has come to the Gentiles”, “provoke … jealousy”, it is only one word in the original and means provoking one to jealousy and angering one (Rom. 10:19) and arousing one’s envy. However, it does not use the word negatively, for it means that that salvation comes to the Gentiles will encourage the Jews to imitate the Gentiles. 

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) According to the principle of God’s working, if any people of God do not obey the will of God, God will temporarily set them aside and raise another group of people to keep His will. Therefore, we should take heed today, and keep walking in the will of God, lest we be rejected.

2) If Christians have really enjoyed the spiritual blessings on account of faith, it may even provoke those who do not believe to jealousy.

Rom. 11:12 “Now if their fall is riches for the world, and their failure riches for the Gentiles, how much more their fullness!”
YLT: “and if the fall of them the riches of a world, and the diminution of them the riches of nations, how much more the fullness of them?”
Meaning of Words: “failure”: shortness, faults; 
Literal Meaning: “riches for the world”: the “riches for the Gentiles” mentioned above. The Gentiles who believe the Lord have obtained the full grace. Since te Jews rejected the gospel, it caused that the apostle turn to the Gentiles to preach the gospel (see Acts 13:46-48; 18:6).

“And their failure”, it amounts to “their fall” (see v.11) in the first half of the verse, and moreover, it refers to the loss brought by the fall.

“How much more their fullness”, “how much”, it shows that the gospel must bring greater satisfaction to the Gentiles. “Fullness” is the same word as “the fullness” (v.25) of the Gentiles has come in. therefore, “their fullness” shows that all Israel will be saved (see v.26).

Rom. 11:13 “For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry,”.

YLT: “For to you I speak -- to the nations -- inasmuch as I am indeed an apostle of nations, my ministration I do glorify;”
Literal Meaning: “I speak to you Gentiles”, this epistle was written to the assembly in Rome, where there were many gentile believers, so Paul said he spoke to you Gentiles. Today, it still speaks to the whole world.

“Inasmuch as I am an apostle to the Gentiles”, when Paul was saved, the Lord had declared that “to bear my name before nations …” (Acts 9:15; Gal. 1:16). Later the pillars of the assembly in Jerusalem James, Cephas and John saw the mission that the Lord had entrusted to Paul and encouraged him to go to work among the Gentiles (Gal. 2:7, 9). Therefore, Paul called him “the apostle of the Gentiles” (Rom 1:5; Gal. 2:8; 1Tim. 2:7).

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) No matter the service that the Lord has entrusted to us in the assembly is small or big, we should fear and do our best to serve.

2) We should learn the example of the Lord. He spoke with boldness what should be spoken. And he spoke out the will of God according to his status and ministry for his glorious ministry. We should not speak to please men outwardly or only consider men’s feeling.

Rom. 11:14 “if by any means I may provoke to jealousy those who are my flesh and save some of them.”
YLT: “if by any means I shall arouse to jealousy mine own flesh, and shall save some of them,”
Rom. 11:15 “For if their being cast away is the reconciling of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead?”
YLT: “for if the casting away of them a reconciliation of the world, what the reception -- if not life out of the dead?”
Literal Meaning: “for if their being cast away”, “be cast away” is different from the word “cast away” in verse one and two; “be cast away (in this verse)” means being put aside temporarily; “cast away (in verse one)” means being rejected by God. Here, it indicates that God put most of the Jews aside temporarily for the purpose of making salvation come to the Gentiles. 

“The reconciling of the world”, its meaning is similar to “riches for the world” (v.12).

“What will their acceptance be”, its meaning is similar to “their fullness” (v.12). 

“But life from the dead?” when Paul wrote this paragraph, the story of the prodigal’s repentance in the Gospel of Luke might float in his mind “for this my son was dead and has come to life, was lost and has been found. It was right to make merry and rejoice (Luke 15:24, 32)”. He used it to express that the joy of the returning of the Jews in the heart of our Father in the heavens is as great as the joy of life from the dead. 

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) “Life from the dead”, the source of spiritual riches, makes us enjoy all the fullness in Christ.

2) It is also making one obtain life from dead of retrieving a lost man that has lost in his way, isn’t it?

Rom. 11:16 “For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy; and if the root is holy, so are the branches.”


YLT: “and if the first-fruit holy, the lump also; and if the root holy, the branches also.” 


Literal Meaning: “for if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy”, this sentence is quoted from the Book of Numbers (15:17-21). Every year in harvest the Israel offered the first-fruits of wheat for a heave-offering that represented that they offered all their harvest to God. They milled the first-fruits of wheat into dough and made a cake to offer for a heave-offering so that all the rest dough (lump) would also be holy. 

“The firstfruit”, here it refers to the fathers of the Israel (see v.28) ---- they were those who were firstly accepted by God through faith. “The lump” relates to the people of Israel.

“The lump is also holy”, not all the Jews were righteous (namely, having received salvation), but God would keep the promise to them (see Rom. 3-4). Though the people of Israel temporarily were rejected by God, Paul foresaw that their future would be changed (see v.26).

“And if the root is holy, so are the branches”, it is in parallel with the first half verse, so the “root” is synonymous with “firstfruit”, so the “branch” with “lump”.


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) When drinking water think of its source. The fathers of the Israel firstly built normal relationship with God, and we could say that salvation was preached out of the Israel.

2) If we Christians have some spiritual fulfillments, we have more or less inherited some help of predecessors (e.g. their examples or their sound words), and we have not got the achievements by ourselves. Godly parents may have great influence on their children.

3) “And if the root is holy, so are the branches”, we were filthy, but Christ is holy. Once we have believed the Lord, our branches were grafted in the tree, so we are holy. Therefore, the holiness of Christians does not come from our own labor, but from the union with Christ.

Rom. 11:17 “And if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive tree, were grafted in among them, and with them became a partaker of the root and fatness of the olive tree, ”


YLT: “And if certain of the branches were broken off, and thou, being a wild olive tree, wast graffed in among them, and a fellow-partaker of the root and of the fatness of the olive tree didst become --” 


Literal Meaning: “and if some of the branches were broken off”, “the branches” refer to the Jews who do not believe the Lord.

“And you, being a wild olive tree, were grafted in among them”, “a wild olive tree” relates to the Gentile believers.

“Were grafted in”, the husbandmen often graft the green branches to common trees or wild trees. However, in the parable from verse 17 to 24, it was a graft “contrary to nature” (v.24) ---- the wild olive tree (the Gentiles) was grafted into a cultivated olive tree. Such practice was contrary to nature, and it was just what Paul focused on. Generally, such graft would not bear fruit.

“And with them became a partaker of the root and fatness of the olive tree”, “the root of the olive tree” refers to the father of the Israel, who is father of faith (Rom. 4:11). “Fatness” is the full life of Christ. The whole olive tree represents the people of God. 

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) We believers will be partakers of the fatness (Christ) ---- namely, the unsearchable riches of God in Christ ---- with the Israel’s fathers (the root of the olive tree) through believing into Jesus Christ and dying with Christ (be cut) and living with Christ (be planted together).

2) Now, all the believers of us (including the Israel and the Gentiles) are branches of the true vine tree (John 15:1, 5) and enjoy Christ as our provision of life.

3) Branches live for bearing fruit. Every branch that does not bear fruit will be taken away (John 5:2; see v.22). Therefore, we should abide in the Lord (John 15:4-5) and enjoy the fatness of the root.

4) The new lump is to satisfy God and the fatness of the root is to satisfy us. The counsel of God’s salvation is on one hand to gain men to be His satisfaction and on the other to make Christ our satisfaction. 

Rom. 11:18 “do not boast against the branches. But if you do boast, remember that you do not support the root, but the root supports you. ”


YLT: “do not boast against the branches; and if thou dost boast, thou dost not bear the root, but the root thee!” 


Literal Meaning: “remember that you do not support the root, but the root supports you”, “the root supports you”, the Gentiles shall be saved by the Jews (see John 4:22), especially by the fathers (e.g. the covenant of Abraham).


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) We should not boast of ourselves before others. If we boast, we should boast of our weakness (2Cor. 12:5).

2) We are sinners saved by the Lord and have nothing to boast of. If we boast, we should boast of the Lord. We have only one mission, namely, glorifying God.

Rom. 11:19 “You will say then, "Branches were broken off that I might be grafted in." ”


YLT: “Thou wilt say, then, `The branches were broken off, that I might be graffed in;' right!” 


Literal Meaning: “branches were broken off”, “branches” refer to the unbelieving Jews.

Rom. 11:20 “Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be haughty, but fear. ”


YLT: “by unbelief they were broken off, and thou hast stood by faith; be not high-minded, but be fearing;” 


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) God can “graft” and also “break off” (see v.23) according to the His sovereignty. It makes us fear God and dare not “boast” (v.18) or “be haughty”, but rely on the loving-kindness of God.

2) Experience tells us that whenever we do not trust in Him but rely on ourselves, our fellowship with God had been cut off. Whenever we do not rely on ourselves but on God closely and appropriate what He has done for us, we can remain standing.

Rom. 11:21 “For if God did not spare the natural branches, He may not spare you either.”


YLT: “for if God the natural branches did not spare -- lest perhaps He also shall not spare thee.” 

Rom. 11:22 “Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off. ”


YLT: “Lo, then, goodness and severity of God -- upon those indeed who fell, severity; and upon thee, goodness, if thou mayest remain in the goodness, otherwise, thou also shalt be cut off.” 


Literal Meaning: “therefore consider the goodness and severity of God”, the heart of God is love and His works are righteous. Love produces goodness and righteousness manifests severity. God treats the world with grace and severity together ---- severity manifests in goodness, and goodness reveals in severity. We should have balanced view toward God. If we ignore His goodness, God looks like a merciless tyrant. If we neglect His severity, He looks like a father who spoils his children.

“On those who fell, severity”, God is severe to the Jews who do not believe.

“But toward you, goodness”, “you” refers to the Gentiles who believe the Lord.


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The attitude of God toward men is totally decided by men’s attitude toward Christ. God is kind to those who rely on Christ and love Christ, and is severe to those who refuse Christ and hate Christ and fall.

2) God never makes compromises or cares for anything that is not according to the will of the Lord or is unworthy of the Lord. Oh! What a real severe Lord!

Rom. 11:23 “And they also, if they do not continue in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft them in again.”


YLT: “And those also, if they may not remain in unbelief, shall be graffed in, for God is able again to graff them in;” 


Literal Meaning: “and they also, if they do not continue in unbelief, will be grafted in”, “do not continue in unbelief”, it means to repent and believe that Jesus is Messiah (see v.26; Zech. 12:10) ---- it will happens when the Lord comes again.

“For God is able to graft them in again”, with men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible (Matt. 19:26; Mark. 10:27; Luke 18:27).

Rom. 11:24 “For if you were cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, who are natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree? ”


YLT: “for if thou, out of the olive tree, wild by nature, wast cut out, and, contrary to nature, wast graffed into a good olive tree, how much rather shall they, who according to nature, be graffed into their own olive tree?” 


Literal Meaning: “and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree”, “contrary to nature”, it shows that Paul knows that such way of graft is uncommon (see v.17). It is uncommon that the Gentiles have become the household of God (see Eph. 2:19).

Rom. 11:25 “For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. ”


YLT: “For I do not wish you to be ignorant, brethren, of this secret -- that ye may not be wise in your own conceits -- that hardness in part to Israel hath happened till the fulness of the nations may come in;” 


Literal Meaning: “for I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery”, “mystery” indicates what is hidden in the past is revealed publicly now that all men can understand (see Rom. 16:25; 1Cor. 2:7; 4:1; 13:2; 14:2; 15:15; Eph. 1:9; 3:3-4, 9; 5:32; 6:19; Col. 1:26-27; 2:2; 4:3; 2Thess.2:7; 1Tim. 3:9, 16). 

“That blindness in part has happened to Israel”, “blindness” it can also be translated as “weak eyesight and nearly blind”. The Israel is hardened because they have no clear vision of spiritual things. Whenever they can see clearly, they will not be blind.

“Until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in”, it means that the number of the Gentiles is fulfilled, which is different from “the fulfillment of times of nations” (Luke 21:24), which means that the times during which Jerusalem is trodden down of nations is fulfilled.


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) God accepts us, Gentiles, into the great counsel of His salvation. It should make us humbler, not haughty or intelligent in our own sight.

2) The Lord will not come again (or all Israel will not be saved (see v.26)) until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. therefore, the influence of the mission of preaching the gospel is great. Believers should try to preach the gospel in season out of season (2Tim. 4:2).

3) If the assembly can undertake the great mission more faithfully ---- “make disciples of all the nations” (Matt. 28:19), she can accelerate the fullness of the Gentiles. 

Rom. 11:26 “And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: "The Deliverer will come out of Zion, And He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob;”


YLT: “and so all Israel shall be saved, according as it hath been written, `There shall come forth out of Sion he who is delivering, and he shall turn away impiety from Jacob,” 


Literal Meaning: “and so all Israel will be saved”, “and”, it is emphatic and means it is so. “All Israel” does not refer to all the Jews from ages and from generations, but most of the Israel (who represents all Israel) when the Lord Jesus comes again ---- they are moved by some signs and believe the dispensation of God’s salvation that they are saved. 

“As it is written”, the following words are quoted from the Book of Isaiah (19:20) according to the general meanings. 

“The Deliverer will come out of Zion”, “Deliverer” refers to the Messiah, namely, Christ in Greek. “Zion” is the center of power when the Messiah reigns on the earth. 

“And He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob”, “Jacob” is Israel;

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) All Israel’s being saved is even closely related to the fullness of the Gentiles. The future of both Israel and Gentiles is closely linked.

2) It seems that God has rejected them because of their rebellion and saved the Gentiles. Finally, their sins are remitted and they are saved through the Deliverer who comes out of Zion, unveiling that “God has not cast away His people whom He foreknew” (v.2) and proving that “the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable” (v.29). Our God is always faithful. 

Rom. 11:27 “For this is My covenant with them, When I take away their sins." ”


YLT: “and this to them the covenant from Me, when I may take away their sins.'” 


Literal Meaning: “for”, the following words are quoted from the Book of Jeremiah (31:34) and the Book of Zechariah (19:20) according to the general meanings. 

“When I take away their sins”, “take away their sins”, namely, the remission of sins; their sins are forgiven because of their repentance and faith (see v.23; Zech. 12:10-13:1).

“This is My covenant with them”, “covenant” is the New Covenant that God has established with all Israel (Jer. 31:31-34; see Heb. 8:10-12).


Enlightenment in the Word: man himself is tainted with sins, but it is the Lord that cleanses the sins. Once we leave the Lord, we will sin. Whenever we turn to the Lord, He will forgive us (1John 1:9).

Rom. 11:28 “Concerning the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but concerning the election they are beloved for the sake of the fathers.”


YLT: “As regards, indeed, the good tidings, enemies on your account; and as regards the choice -- beloved on account of the fathers;” 


Literal Meaning: “they are enemies for your sake”, “you” refers to the Gentile believers; “enemies”, it is a provisional state: the Israel is a bit hostile to Christian. 

“They are beloved for the sake of the fathers”, “for the sake of the fathers”, God chose the fathers of Israel so that all Israel would be beloved. The Israel takes up a special position in the heart of God.

Rom. 11:29 “For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.”


YLT: “for unrepented of the gifts and the calling of God;” 


Literal Meaning: “irrevocable”, it unveils that God will not change His will. Though the Israel is in unbelief today, the will of God will be ultimately fulfilled in them.


Enlightenment in the Word: since God has chosen called the Israel, He will treat them graciously in the end. Likewise, God has chosen and called us, He will always treat us graciously. Thank the Lord! No matter what conditions we are in, His gifts and calling are always irrevocable.

Rom. 11:30 “For as you were once disobedient to God, yet have now obtained mercy through their disobedience,”


YLT: “for as ye also once did not believe in God, and now did find kindness by the unbelief of these:” 

Rom. 11:31 “even so these also have now been disobedient, that through the mercy shown you they also may obtain mercy.”


YLT: “so also these now did not believe, that in your kindness they also may find kindness;” 

Rom. 11:32 “For God has committed them all to disobedience, that He might have mercy on all.”


YLT: “for God did shut up together the whole to unbelief, that to the whole He might do kindness.” 


Literal Meaning: “for God has committed them all to disobedience”, “all” refers to the Israel and the Gentiles. Both of them have a period of disobedience respectively. “Disobedience” means not obeying the gospel (Rom. 10:16).

“That He might have mercy on all”, God’s mercy came to the Israel at first because of the disobedience of the Gentiles. Later, God’s mercy came to the Gentiles (see v.11) on account of the disobedience of the Israel (Rom. 10:3). 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Man’s disobedience has perfected God’s mercy. God’s “merciful” nature makes Him show mercy to those who are unworthy. How amazing!

2) God treats believers who are temporarily weak still “with mercy” and always brings them back to the enjoyment of grace.

Rom. 11:33 “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out! ”


YLT: “O depth of riches, and wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable His judgments, and untraceable His ways!” 


Literal Meaning: “the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!” after Paul has declared the counsel of God’s salvation in chapter nine to eleven, and he praises at the end of the three chapters in verse 33 to 36 ---- Paul’s praise unto God is naturally revealed here. God’s riches, wisdom and knowledge bring about the great counsel that makes both the Israel and the Gentiles be saved. 

    “Wisdom” and “knowledge” are slightly different. “Wisdom” relates to the creative or original idea of things, focusing on the principle and counsel; “knowledge” is the practical application of the creative thing created by wisdom, focusing on detailed rules and ways. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God shows mercy to the Gentiles because of the disobedience of the Israel and provokes the Israel on account of the Gentiles’ being saved (v.11-12) so that the Israel is willing to repent and receive grace. The unsearchable wisdom of God is manifested here. How “full” and “unsearchable”!

2) The grace of God’s election is totally according to His mercy, sovereignty, wisdom, faithfulness and etc. ---- all these are the fullness of God’s nature. And God’s full nature is fully manifested in His dealings with His people

.

Rom. 11:34 “"For who has known the mind of the LORD? Or who has become His counselor?" ”


YLT: “for who did know the mind of the Lord? or who did become His counsellor?” 


Literal Meaning: “who has known the mind of the LORD?” ---- It is quoted from the Book of Isaiah (40:13).

Rom. 11:35 “"Or who has first given to Him And it shall be repaid to him?" ”


YLT: “or who did first give to Him, and it shall be given back to him again?” 


Literal Meaning: “who has first given to Him And it shall be repaid to him?” ---- It is quoted from the Book of Job (41:11).


Enlightenment in the Word: it is not man can work for God, but God gives everything to man in Christ.

Rom. 11:36 “For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen. ”


YLT: “because of Him, and through Him, and to Him the all things; to Him the glory -- to the ages. Amen.” 


Literal Meaning: “of Him and through Him and to Him are all things”, some Bible exegetes hold that “of Him” and “through Him” and “to Him” are parallel to the three kinds of nature of God in verse 33 ---- “riches”, “wisdom” and “knowledge”. Paul’s excellent writing techniques are thus clearly manifested here.

    Some other Bible exegetes think that “of Him” here echoes to God’s election in the past in chapter nine, and “through Him” responds to God’s ways today stated in chapter ten and “to Him” echoes to God’s dispensation in the future stated in chapter eleven. Glory should always be given unto God in the past, at present and in the future. 


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) God’s works are not easy to understand. We should receive them with a grateful and praising heart.

2) God Himself plans and reigns. No one can dominate Him. Only God knows how to be the best. God has sovereignty and rules all.

3) The ways of God’s works are beyond our knowledge. Therefore, we should trust in Him and give glory unto Him.

4) The whole universe and human beings are “of Him”. He is the Creator and He is the origin. All is of Him.

5) “Through Him”, the universe can work and man can live. Without Him, we are nothing and can do nothing (John 15:5b).

6) The purpose of our life is “to Him”, and all lives for Him.

7) All is “of Him” ---- it unveils that all is created by Christ, who is the only origin of all. All is “through Him” ---- it reveals that all is established by Christ, who is the only One, through Whom all is upheld and maintained and jointed. All is “to” Him ---- it indicates that all is inherited by Christ, who is the significance of the existence of all as well as the ultimate goal (see Heb. 1:2-3; Col. 1:16-17). Oh, what a Christ, “to whom be glory forever. Amen”!

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【The Interaction Between the Israel and the Gentiles】

A. The “stumbling” and “fall” of Israel, and salvation has come to the Gentiles (v.11);

B. That salvation comes to the Gentiles provokes them to jealousy (v.11);

C. The “fall” and “shortage” of Israel lead to the riches for the Gentiles (v.12);

D. The fullness of Israel brings about more fullness to the Israel (v.12);

【The Gentiles Should Be Warned Because of the Israel】

A. The Gentile believers should not boast (v.17-18):

1. The Jews have not been totally rejected;

2. The Gentiles were a wild olive tree, and the branches were grafted contrary to nature. We are inferior to the Jews who believe the Lord.

B. The Gentile believers should not be haughty (v.19-21):

1. Believers should believe ----- we should firmly keep the position of believing;

2. Believers should fear ---- if we do not believe, we will be broken off;

3. Believers should take heed of salvation that they have received (v.22): God cannot be mocked.

4. If the Jews believe, they can be grafted in at any time (v.23-24).

【Three Points Concerning God】

A. God’s goodness ---- He is gracious (v.22);

B. God’s authority ---- He is severe to those who fall (v.22);

C. God’s omnipotence ---- for He is able to graft them in again (v.23);

【Praising God From Three Aspects】

A. God’s fullness (v.33) ---- who has first given to Him And it shall be repaid to him (v.35) ---- all is to Him (v.36);

B. God’s wisdom (v.33) ---- How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out (v.33) ---- all is of Him (v.36);

C. God’s knowledge (v.33) ---- who has known the mind of the LORD Or who has become His counselor (v.34) ---- all is through Him (v.36);

Romans Chapter Twelve
I. Content of the Chapter
【The Principle of Life After One Has Been Saved】

H. The offering of the living sacrifice (v.1-2);

I. The service in the body (v.5-8);

J. The holy life (v.9-21);

1. The relationship among believers (v.9-16);

2. The relationship between believers and those who rebel the gospel and unbelievers (v.17-21);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Rom. 12:1 “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.”
YLT: “I call upon you, therefore, brethren, through the compassions of God, to present your bodies a sacrifice -- living, sanctified, acceptable to God -- your intelligent service;”
Meaning of Words: “mercies”: compassions; “beseech”: invoke, beg; “service”: worship, ministry; “reasonable”: rational, logical; 

Literal Meaning: “therefore, brethren”, “therefore”, it indicates that the conclusion is naturally drawn according to the truth stated previously. From chapter nine to eleven of this book, salvation comes to the Gentiles on account of God’s mercy (see Rom. 9:15-16, 18, 23-25; 10:12; 11:30-32). What grace! However, warning is also in grace ---- if we do not abide in His goodness, we will be cut away (Rom. 11:22). Paul raises the following exhortations, lest the words of warning become true. “Brethren”, it shows that these words are said to believers. 

“I beseech you, by the mercies of God”, “the mercies of God” refer to the mercy and compassion of God. Not only chapter nine to eleven mention God’s compassion and mercy, and even chapter one to eight also manifest the extraordinary love ---- the goodness of God leads us to repentance (Rom. 2:4); He makes us be justified by faith outside of the law (Rom. 3:21-22; 4:24), and pours His love into us (Rom. 5:5) and keeps us unto that day with love (Rom. 8:35-39). What reactions we should have to God’s such compassion?

Here, we see the apostles “beseech” believers. He can command, but he likes to beseech them, for he knows what he beseeches can not be accomplished without willingness. Even though they do, it profits nothing.

“That you present your bodies”, note that it does not present “spirit” or “soul” or “heart”, but “bodies”. The person of us is in our bodies. If we devote us to the Lord, we shall present our bodies. Otherwise, our service is abstract, vague and impractical. Here, we should see the meaning of “presenting our bodies”:

1) God’s salvation should reach the outermost body. Otherwise, the power of salvation is imperfect.

2) The body represents all. He who presents his body has devoted all himself. All himself not only includes what we are: spirit, soul (including mind, emotion and will) and body, but also what we have: time, money and talents and etc.

3) There is a feature of body ---- it relates to the outside elements, such as men and things, and is in connection with time and environment. Therefore, to present our bodies also includes presenting our time and environment relating to our bodies. 

    Therefore, we reach into the conclusion that presenting our bodies is living for the Lord and working for the Lord.

“A living sacrifice”, it is also the “offering” of the new life (Rom. 6:4). It indicates the difference of the sacrifice in the New Testament and in the Old Testament: 

1) The sacrifice in the Old Testament was firstly killed and then offered to God. That is dead sacrifice. But what is offered in the New Testament is living.

2) The sacrifice in the Old Testament was the external thing besides the body and had represented us. But what is offered in the New Testament is man himself.

3) The sacrifice in the Old Testament is burned up only once and can not be offered again. But what is offered in the New Testament is offered everyday and is living always and burning forever. 

“Holy, acceptable to God”, “holy”: be sanctified; “acceptable to God”, the purpose of God’s salvation to us is to gain us. 

“Which is your reasonable service”, the purpose and result of devotion is service. The word “service” in the original means “waiting and serving”, namely, preparing to serve. The purpose of devotion is not laborious works, but serving God. If He asks you to stand, you should stand. If He asks you to stand by, you should stand by. If He asks you to run, you should run. This is waiting and service.

Enlightenment in the Word:

3) The Holy Spirit in us often encourages us to offer us to God in the love of God. The love of God is a great power through which the Holy Spirit can inspire us.

4) No one can answer the requirement of offering through himself, but the love of God can make the weakest man who loves him most willing to sacrifice all that he has for Him.

5) The offering of one’s bodies is on account of the compassion of God. Because of all grace and love of God, one’s bodies must be offered ---- “For the love of the Christ constrains us…that they who live should no longer live to themselves, but to him who died for them and has been raised (2Cor. 5:14-15).”

6) The enlightenment of the full salvation of Christ is the highest motive for offering. The real purpose of offering is to let God fulfill the full salvation on us that we can be transformed into the glorious image of the Son of God so that God Himself has been fully manifested.

7) The offering of one’s “heart” has never been mentioned in the Scriptures, and the offering of one’s “body” is mentioned. No one who has offered himself except for his body. From then on, my mouth, ears, eyes, hands, feet are no longer of me. Everyday, our whole bodies are for the Lord and we only manage them.

8) Once we have offered ourselves, we will no longer have our own freedom, or our plan, or our enjoyment, or our future, or our usage. We have only one thing ---- to live for the purpose, plan and will of God

9) Since God has been in our spirits, He also asks us to offer our outside bodies to Him. Since we have been quickened by Him, He hopes that we also live for Him. Since our spirits have been quickened, He is pleased to the offering of our bodies unto His hand so that our bodies will cooperate with the renewed spirit well.

10) We are priests on one hand ---- “present our bodies” and sacrifices on the other hand ---- “a living sacrifice”.

11) Note that according to the original of this verse the bodies that are presented are in the plural and the living sacrifice is singular. It suggests that our devotion unto God is the fundamental element of keeping the oneness in the assembly. Only believers who have devoted them to the Lord and other believers who have also devoted them to the Lord are one in service.

12) The sacrifice mentioned here is the burnt-offering. A sacrifice will have its sweet odor and become the enjoyment of God when it is burnt into ashes. However, someone is willing to present himself but unwilling to be dealt with by God. Only those who are dealt with by God are for God.

13) God wants us to live for the purpose that we shall be presented to Him. Though we are living, we are dead. As long as we live, we shall present us as we are dead. A living sacrifice means that we have died to us and live to God in our life.

14) Because of the love and grace of the Lord and the drawing of the Lord’s glory and the influence of the Lord’s life, we are delivered all that of us unto death so as to live out the life of Christ ---- this is a living sacrifice.

15) The living sacrifice is to deliver one’s right of life unto God and let the will of God work in our life. If we live according to the will of God, our life will be filled with testimonies and be accepted by God.

16) The sacrifice is for the purpose of pleasing God and satisfying God. Once the sacrifice is offered to God, its action and future will be controlled by God, not the sacrifice itself. Our bodies shall act according to the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Thus, such bodies are living sacrifices for God.

17) One who has presented himself does not fear death. They present them as a living sacrifice. Though they are living, they have been presented to God and can be used by God at any time ---- God has the authority of deciding whether they are killed, or burnt or bound up to the horns of the altar. We who have presented us to God will serve God.

18) The apostle here beseeches not only those who have special gifts to present them to serve God, but also all those who have been saved to present them to serve God. Therefore, we today in the New Testament should not have the idea or concept that serving God is unnecessary to us or others.

19) True service is to let God have enjoyment in our works, life and devotion. In all the service, God’s satisfaction has the first place and man’s satisfaction is secondary. Therefore, those who serve God should sacrifice themselves.

20) We are often zealous of works. It seems to serve God, but actually we are enjoying the accomplishments of our works in secret or gaining man’s praise or pleasure. 

21) Our service does not lie in our zeal or diligence, but in the reality of our being a living sacrifice.

22) “Which is your reasonable service”, no one loves the Lord too much.

23) After we are saved, we have become the children of God. All that we have are of God. Therefore, devotion is reasonable.

24) That we believers serve God with the obedient life is the only reasonable response to the grace of God.

Rom. 12:2 “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”

YLT: “and be not conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, for your proving what the will of God -- the good, and acceptable, and perfect.” 

Meaning of Words: “world”: age; “prove”: see and distinguish, approve, test;

Literal Meaning: “do not be conformed to this world”, “world” is “age” in the original; “conform” means “fashioning alike” or “conforming to the same pattern”. “Do not be conformed to this world”: do not follow the fashion of the world or be conformed to the pattern of the world.

“But be transformed by the renewing of your mind”, “mind” is “thought” in the original. Mind is the organ of our thoughts. Our mind was corrupted and was severely infected by sins, the world, human feelings and customs, full of secular thoughts and natural ideas. Therefore, our mind should be renewed and we shall receive the teaching of God. All the old thoughts, ideas, judgment, perspectives should be eliminated. “Renew”, it indicates that it is a continual process, not a single thing.

When we were born again, the Spirit of God had entered into our spirits and our spirits were thus renewed. Later, the Holy Spirit will work outwardly unto every part of our soul, especially our mind. The Holy Spirit will shine from our spirits upon our mind and get rid of the darkness and correct all the falsehood in our mind. Such elimination of darkness and correction of falsehood are the renewing works of the Holy Spirit in our mind.  

When a man believed the Lord and was born again, his mind had changed for the first time. And this was a great transformation, namely, repentance. The meaning of repentance is the change of mind. This repentance is the beginning of the transformation of one’s mind. Afterwards, his mind will be renewed everyday. According to spiritual enlightenment, his mind will be increasingly renewed and be more towards God and understand the will of God more. Honestly speaking, mind is the inside eyes of man. When one repents, his eyes are opened. When his mind is renewed, his eyes will be brighter. The brighter man’s inside eyes are, the more increasingly his life shall grow. Therefore, the renewing of one’s mind is rather important. The renewed part of one’s mind is what has transformed in his mind. The transformation of one’s life is through the renewing and changing of one’s mind. 

“That you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God”, though God reveals His will into our spirits through His Spirit that our spirits can directly be conscious of the revelation, we should still understand the feeling in our spirits by our mind. The spirit is in the most inner part of us, and mind is in the outside of the spirit and surrounds the spirit. If our mind has not been renewed, we will not be able to understand the feeling in our spirits given by the Holy Spirit. Even though we understand, it is still not correct and cannot exactly know the will of God. 

“Prove”, it is to prove whether the inspiration in our spirits comforms to the will of God by the truth of the Scriptures. 

There are three features of the will of God: 1) “good”, opposite to evil; 2) perfect, opposite to disordered; 3) acceptable, opposite to grief; all things that are according to the will of God will surely bring us out of evil and darkness and make us acceptable before God. 

J. B. Philips gave a free translation of this verse, catching the very meaing of this command: “do not be pressed by the world around us into its pattern. Contrarily, through the “renewing” of our mind, we shall experience a thorough transformation, thus being able to prove the will of God and finding that it brings us full satisfaction.”

Enlightenment in the Word:

4) “To present the bodies” (v.1), “…prove what is… will of God”. Only those who have presented them to God and live for God can understand the will of God.

5) Devotion is the fundamental condition and premise of understanding the will of God.

6) Verse one mentions presenting to God and verse mentions proving the will of God. He who wants to know the will of God should firstly present him as a living sacrifice to God. Without offering to God, one is still self-centered. God reveals His will to him who has presented himself to God. The living sacrifice negatively stops all the works of man’s self and positively makes man live for God.

7) The devotion in chapter six of the Book of Romans profits man ---- having one’s fruit of holiness. The devotion in chapter twelve profits God ---- fulfilling the will of God.

8) Only those who have really presented them to God and serve God need not and can not conform to the world. Men in the world walk according to the tide of the world, but the hearts of Christians are different from that of men in the world. Christians’ mind has been renewed and transformed. Their goal is the will of God. They are determined to walk precisely and changelessly according to the will of God. Such men are men who have presented to God. A man who has presented to God is selfless and will in no wise reject God on account of his own gain.

9) There are two “form”s in the Book of Romans, and they are opposite: one is the image of the Son of God (Rom. 8:29) and the other is the form of the world. If we are unwilling to be conformed to the world, we shall present us to God and let God conform us into the image of His Son. And the key of being conformed to the image of the Son of God is the inside revelation ---- one’s mind should be renewed and the old ideas be overthrown and increasingly know the good and acceptable and perfect will of God, namely, the full Christ. In the process of being increasingly renewed and knowing, God will prove us more His will and we will gradually become the testimony of the will of God.

10) Every age has its particular pattern, feature, style and tide. Christians should live in the world according to the mode, tide or style of the world.

11) We should “be transformed by the renewing of our mind”, that we may “prove” what the will of God is. Therefore, we may use our own mind and will when we seek the will of God. Of course, our mind and will should be “renewed and transformed” by the works of the Spirit.

12) If man cannot know the will of God, it is not the problem of method, but the problem of man. Many people know the way of knowing the will of God, but the men themselves are not right. Therefore, they can still not know the will of God. What kind of men knows the will of God? That is those who have been delivered from the power of their own mind. One’s mind (or thought) should be renewed and transformed and then he can prove what the will of God is.

13) It is rather important of the renewal of one’s mind. After a man has been born again, the condition of his spiritual life is completely decided by the renewal of his mind. Though we have has a new life today, we should still remember that our mind can not be thoroughly renewed immediately. It demands time. This is the work of the Holy Spirit on us everyday. Spiritual things should be understood by the renewed mind (1Cor. 2:14). Spiritual revelation can be known by the renewed mind (Eph. 1:17-18). How important of the renewal of one’s mind in the growth of our spiritual life!

14) A renewed mind can prove what that good and acceptable and perfect will of God is. Many times, this seems to be the will of God, and that also seems to be the will of God. Many times, we have misunderstandings. Only the renewed mind can have right understanding of the will of God.

15) Remember that what we should be responsible for is to keep the will of God and what God should be responsible for is the result of our keeping the will of God. We need not find smooth way. No matter the fool of Christians or the wisdom of them, both of them are of no use in the hands of God. All that we Christians should do is to seek the will of God. We do not seek what we think is good in the world, but prove what good and acceptable and perfect will of God is.

16) To serve according to the will of God is the service that is mostly acceptable by God. Therefore, to serve according to the will of God is the principle of our service. Contrarily, he who serves according to his own mind may consider him right. Meanwhile, the service according to man’s mind is the service that has refused the will of God or ignored the will of God. 

Rom. 12:3 “For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. ”


YLT: “For I say, through the grace that was given to me, to every one who is among you, not to think above what it behoveth to think; but to think so as to think wisely, as to each God did deal a measure of faith,” 

Meaning of Words: “think”: exercise the mind; “measure”: capacity, portion; “soberly”: be of sound mind, sane, moderate;


Literal Meaning: “for I say, through the grace given to me”, it refers to Paul’s apostleship (Eph. 3:7).

“To everyone who is among you”, it is said to everyone without exception.

“Not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think”, not to have any thought above what one should have.

“As God has dealt to each one a measure of faith”, “faith” here does not refer to the faith that enables us to be saved, but the faith that enables to live and work after we are saved. Faith is the mark of Christians and the standard of measuring the power of service.

“But to think soberly”, it in the original does not mean one has calm evaluation of himself and has moderate and pious life. If a believer thinks himself too high, he may thus be proud. If too low, he may lose his heart. 


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The greatest difficulty in cooperative service is that one “thinks” of himself more highly than he ought to think, thus bringing no good effect of cooperation. Therefore, may the Lord make us not think according to us but according to God.

2) If we want to have normal church life, the first thing that we should deal with is that we may think highly more than what God has given to us so that we have treaded upon others.

3) What God will entrust to us as well as how we think and see ourselves are both decided by the stature of our spiritual life.

4) The Lord distributes His works to everyone, and each of us has our portion. We should not think us highly more than we ought to think. We should be faithful to what the Lord has distributed to us, and honor what the Lord has distributed to others.

5) We can not have great accomplishments, unless we clearly know we can do what we could not do. A true and honest evaluation of our strength, without any pride or humiliation, is the first element that we have a meaningful and life.

6) No matter how great a believer is, he is till only a member in the body of Christ. No matter how young a believer is, he is still a member in the body of Christ. Therefore, one should, neither be pride nor be discouraged, only stand on his own position.

7) The measure of gifts (v.6) is proportional to that of faith. If one’s faith is great, his gifts will also be great. If one’s gifts are great, his faith shall also be great. Both the two points should be balanced. In this way, gifts will not be wasted for the sake of little faith, nor be misapplied because of great faith.

8) God knows everything. He knows the capacity of our faith and the condition of works that we can do. Therefore, He gives us exact faith to use the gifts. 

Rom. 12:4 “For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function,”


YLT: “for as in one body we have many members, and all the members have not the same office,” 


Literal Meaning: “for as we have many members in one body”, it takes an example of man’s body to describe the relationship among believers and of believers with the assembly. The features of body are as follows:

1) The body is living. The assembly consists of all the believers who have the life of God, and is not composed of dead customs or organizations, or of unbelievers.

2) There is only one body. The assembly is one in Christ. Any work or condition that divides the assembly or destroys the oneness of the assembly is not right.

3) In one body, there are many members that God tempers (1Cor. 12:24). We have no freedom to accept not the members that God tempers (Rom. 14:3; 15:7).

“But all the members do not have the same function”, it means that all the members in a body should have their functions respectively. 


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The assembly is like a body having many members and including each member. Opportunities should be given to every member in the body to let him work and perform his function.

2) Every member in the body has his “function”, unless one is not in the body. However, the “function” of each member is not the same. One can not replace the function of another.

3) He who has revelation of the truth of the body will see each member has his function. Meanwhile, he will see he is only a member of the body and will not place himself on a prominent position or compare with others to occupy the positions of others. Once a Christian sees the truth of the body, he will have no possibility of envy or pride.

4) In the First Book of Corinthians, chapter twelve, it mentions that a member should not occupy the position of others. In the Book of Romans, chapter twelve, it hopes that each member should not give up his position. When every member fulfills his function and serve together, there will be reality of the church.

Rom. 12:5 “so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another.”


YLT: “so we, the many, one body are in Christ, and members each one of one another.” 


Literal Meaning: “so we, being many”, the many believers of us.

“Are one body in Christ”, all those who have been saved are one body of Christ. And the body of Christ’s body is one.

“And individually members of one another”, according to the original, every member exists for the sake of other members. In the body of Christ, the existence of every member is not for himself, bur for others.


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The relationship of Christians is like that of the members of one body. they connect with each other. Therefore, we should not be a Christian alone, but have fellowship, be gathered, pursue and serve with all brothers and sisters.

2) “Are one body in Christ”, it indicates that the church can only be one “in Christ”. True oneness is built on the foundation that we are all “in Christ”.

3) “And individually members of one another”, though we are members, if we have no fellowship or contact, we cannot be members.

4) None of the members of the church, the body of Christ, can be alone. Each one should member one of the other. “The whole body is fitly joined together from Christ” (Eph. 4:16).

5) We are not only believers but also members. To be a member of the body is not a problem of knowledge only, but demands that everyone should enter into the body. The opposite side of body is individual. If we want to enter into the body, we should be delivered from individuals. It is no problem that we are individual, but it should be forbidden if we fall into individualism.

6) We are members, so we are not the whole, even not a half of the body. Each of us is merely a small part of the body. To be a member means that all our works and life are body-centered. Thus, the service of members is the service of the body, and the walking of members is the walking of members. There is no member who works for himself, but for the body.

7) One member cannot represent the whole body, but can influence the whole body.

8) The first side of those who have been saved is the cooperate service of body. Yes, all that have seen the fullness of the body will not ignore the cooperate service. For the cooperative service is the vivid expression of the fullness of the Head. In other words, only those who have firstly know the fullness of Christ and then know the meaning of the church and manifest the reality of the church in life. The order is sure ---- the first eleven chapters are before this chapter.

9) What God will gain is not a man who is saved, but a cooperate man. That we have presented our bodies (v.1) is for the purpose of entering into the body of Christ. No matter how great the number of individual Christians, no matter how zealous or spiritual they are, if they do not live in the body of Christ, they can still not enter into the good and acceptable and perfect will of God (v.2).

10) When we present our bodies, God puts us in the body of Christ. In fact, when individuals disappear, the body of Christ will manifest.

11) When we present our bodies, it is for the purpose of manifesting the mysterious body of Christ. Therefore, if our devotion has not been set in the body of Christ and the mysterious body of Christ has not been manifested, our experience of devotion is still not practical or detailed enough. 

Rom. 12:6 “Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith;”


YLT: “And having gifts, different according to the grace that was given to us; whether prophecy -- `According to the proportion of faith!'” 


Literal Meaning: “having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them”, “gifts” refer to the special talents because of grace ---- gifts are given by God for the purpose of the need of the body of Christ. “Differing”, it refers to the differences concerning nature, function and degree. 

“If prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith”, “prophesy”: those who have spiritual inspiration can declare the revelation and message of God so as to encourage, comfort and exhort believers. 


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Since the grace that everyone has enjoyed is different, the gifts that everyone has obtained before God is also different. Everyone who has gifts, no matter the minister of words or the minister of service, should work according to the gifts that God has given to him.

2) We need not be envious of the gifts of others, nor sign for our lack of gifts. We shall receive what God has given to us.

3) Each of us should try our best to perform our gifts given by God. Do not do beyond the portion of our faith. Leave something to others. If you have done all the works, there will be no work for others. It will be best in the church that everyone has to do his part. One member should not do two parts, let alone the whole. We should give every brother or sister chances to serve God, just like ourselves. 

4) Believers should not deny the existence of various gifts, nor refuse to use their gifts but abase themselves.

5) We often admire those spiritual ones ---- we admire their gifts, not the spiritual reality. However, gifts are given by God (see 1Cor. 12:11), so one does not need to be envious of gifts of others. 

Rom. 12:7 “or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching;”


YLT: “or ministration -- `In the ministration!' or he who is teaching -- `In the teaching!'” 


Literal Meaning: “or ministry, let us use it in our ministering”, “ministry”: those who have the gifts of managing things (see 1Cor. 12:28) and can deal with things in the church properly and serve the church and all. It also includes those who help others to serve.

“He who teaches, in teaching”, “teaching”, it is cutting in a straight line the word of truth so that man can have right understanding of God’s will and the truth in the Scriptures. Then, man can keep them in life and lead a life worthy of the will of God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) There are ministers of words here and ministers of service in the assembly. The latter one is like the works of Levites. 

2) Everyone should know what he can do and what gifts the Lord has given to him. Once he has known it, he should do it with his whole heart.

3) Everyone should serve and serve with his whole heart and do what he should do. In other words, one should not interfere with the matter of others or tread upon the feet of others. Everyone should work according to the gifts given by God. Man is inclined to do what should be done by others, overstepping the bound of others.

4) In our service, we often like to compare with others. Actually, God has given gift to everyone. We should treasure our portion appointed by God and pay attention to our own portion. 

Rom. 12:8 “he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.”


YLT: “or he who is exhorting -- `In the exhortation!' he who is sharing -- `In simplicity!' he who is leading -- `In diligence?' he who is doing kindness -- `In cheerfulness.'” 

Meaning of Words: “liberality”: simplicity, singleness, bountifulness; “cheerfulness”: merry, willingness; 


Literal Meaning: “he who exhorts, in exhortation”, “exhortation” means calling the one near to exhort him with sympathetic and comforting attitude and words to stir up man’s spirit to accomplish valuable works. The difference between “exhortation” and “teaching” is: teaching is to tell others what should be done; exhortation is to help men to put it into practice. 

“He who gives, with liberality”, “he who gives” refers to the one who contributes his properties. It may also include those who help him to distribute what he gives. “Liberality” refers to upright motive, without any evil motive.

“He who leads, with diligence”, “he who leads”, it contains the meaning of “guidance, governance and attendance”. Such man has the talent of being a leader and can bring others together to accomplish the mission entrusted by God. “Diligence” indicates that the one takes the lead in working personally. It is opposite to the leading way of the world, in which the leaders control others orally without any practical participation. 

“He who shows mercy, with cheerfulness”, “he who shows mercy”: look after the patient, the poor, the elder, the fatherless and widows. “Cheerfulness”, to serve those who are in want of something is a good pleasure, not an unpleasant task. 

Rom. 12:9 “Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. ”


YLT: “The love unfeigned: abhorring the evil; cleaving to the good;” 

Meaning of Words: “hypocrisy”: dissimulation, performance; “cling to”: hold tight to; stick to; 


Literal Meaning: “let love be without hypocrisy”. “Love” here is a general principle to all. It is different from “the brotherly love” in verse ten, which is a kind of particular love. “Without hypocrisy”, it is true love, not unfeigned. 

“Abhor what is evil”, here the “evil” refers to wicked things, not wicked men. Concerning the wicked men, there are also other teachings in this chapter (see v.14, 17-21). 


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The fundamental element of building the church is love. We build the body in love (Eph. 4:16). However, wrong and false love may pull down the church.  

2) False love cannot help us see clearly evil or good. Only true love can improve our discernment and see clearly what is evil or good.

3) Let us not love with word, nor with tongue, but in deed and in truth (1John 3:18).

4) Men often say that the way of keeping us from sin is seeing the abomination of sin. Garrel said that what we need to see was the boundless beauty of holiness and the infinite abomination of sin.

5) One thing we should be clear ---- many people hate the result of sin, not sin itself. If the good of a man comes from the fear of the result of sin, his good is not true.

6) Satan is the source of all evil. But it often transforms himself into an angel of light (2Cor. 11:14). Therefore, we should discern what is good apparently but evil in fact.

7) All that hurt God, the Lord, the assembly are evil. We should abhor them. 

8) God is good (see Matt. 19:17). All that lead us into deeper fellowship with God are good, to which we should cling.

Rom. 12:10 “Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another;”


YLT: “in the love of brethren, to one another kindly affectioned: in the honour going before one another;” 


Literal Meaning: “be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love”, “brotherly love” refers to the love in God’s house. “Be kindly affectionate to”: be careful of others. It shows that brothers in the brotherly love are reluctant to part and often miss one another, and are not on speaking terms or perfunctory.

“In honor giving preference to one another”, “in honor” means honoring the value of others; “giving preference to one another”, let others obtain the profits and enjoy the enjoyments of others.


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Believers should respect one another. Disdain for others is the main reason for stumbling others. The offense against others is rather severe before the Lord (see Matt. 18:6-7).

2) Most of the difficulties in the assembly relate to rights, reputation and status. Someone has not been given his status. Someone is ignored. Or someone has not received thanks from others. The natural men in most of us often want to stick to our rights. However, a Christian has no right ---- he has only obligation. The sign of a real Christian is always humiliation.

3) If we can “esteem the other as more excellent than themselves” (Phil. 2:3), it will be not difficult to give preference to one another.

Rom. 12:11 “not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;”


YLT: “in the diligence not slothful; in the spirit fervent; the Lord serving;” 

Meaning of Words: “diligence”: dispatch, eagerness, earnestness; “lagging”: tardy, indolent, slothful; 

Literal Meaning: “not lagging in diligence”, diligence is the main reason for spiritual poverty; 

“Fervent in spirit”, if the sober and clear mind that has been renewed (see v.2) has not been kept in fervent spirit, one may still “have no accomplishments”. Therefore, our spirit should often be rekindled (2Tim. 1:6-7).

“Serving the Lord”, it can be interpreted in two ways: 1) to serve the Lord as a bondman; 2) to make the opportunity to serve the Lord;

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Christians should not hold a frivolous attitude to anything. Christians can be burnt, but can not become rusty.

2) “Not lagging in diligence”, in other words, he who is not on diligence is lagging. In spiritual things, we may desire do the works as ten or even one hundred times as we do. 

3) That we should be in diligence means that we should be a man who is patient and zealous in serving God and fervent in spirit. We should seek to serve God before God.

4) What the risen Christ can not bear most is that one is neither cold nor hot (Rev. 3:15-16).

5) One of the tragedies in one’s life is letting the opportunity slip away. There are three things that will not return ---- the arrow that has been shot, the word that has been spoken, and the chance that has been lost. 

Rom. 12:12 “rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer;”


YLT: “in the hope rejoicing; in the tribulation enduring; in the prayer persevering;” 

Meaning of Words: “continuing steadfastly”: be earnest towards, persevere, be constantly diligent;


Literal Meaning: “rejoicing in hope”, the hope of Christians will not come to nothing. This is the reason for our joy (Rom. 5:5; 8:16-25; 1Pet. 1:3-9).

“Patient in tribulation”, be patient in the hope of victory ---- this is the necessary attitude for every Christian, for tribulation is unavoidable (John 16:33).

“Continuing steadfastly in prayer”, one should not merely pray in tribulation, but keep in fellowship with God at any time (see Luke 18:1; 1Thess. 5:17).


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Christians should know that there is not a work that is too difficult to be done by Him. “There is not a condition in which there is no hope. He who thinks he has no hope is just worried about troubles of one's own imagining”. There should be no Christians in the world who have no hope.

2) What is fulfilled by prayer is greater than any other outer work. God regards our prayer as more important than our works.

Rom. 12:13 “distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality.”


YLT: “to the necessities of the saints communicating; the hospitality pursuing.” 

Meaning of Words: “distribute”: share with others, communicate, be partaker;


Literal Meaning: “distributing to the needs of the saints”, it is not the cooperate charity of the assembly, but personal help to Christians near us. When they are undergoing difficulties, we should give help.

“Given to hospitality”, to be hospitable to guests is a clear characteristic of saints (see Gen. 18:1-5; 19:1-3; Heb. 13:2).

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) A true Christian must be willing to share the spiritual and worldly riches with saints.

2) Christians have a common characteristic: their hands are open, and their hearts are open and the doors of their families are open.

3) A selfish Christian must be not a happy Christian. A selfish Christian family must be not a happy Christian family.

Rom. 12:14 “Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.”


YLT: “Bless those persecuting you; bless, and curse not;” 


Literal Meaning: “bless those who persecute you”, the greatest blessing that man can obtain is to be a Christian. Therefore, he who blesses others shows that he wishes that the one whom he has blessed will be saved one day.   

“Bless and do not curse”, both blessing and curse are concerned with the eternal future of men. Christians should have the bowel of God, who desires that all men should be saved and is not willing that any should perish (1Tim. 2:4; 2Pet. 3:9). 


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) We Christians are blessed by God. Therefore, we should bless and not curse others.

2) What mostly touches the persecutors’ heart is that the one who is persecuted returns good for evil and requites persecution with blessing. Many persecutors in history had become Christians because of seeing the astonishing reactions of those who were persecuted.

Rom. 12:15 “Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.”


YLT: “to rejoice with the rejoicing, and to weep with the weeping,” 


Literal Meaning: “rejoice with those who rejoice”, actually, it is not an easy thing of rejoicing with those who have succeeded. Men may tend to shed sympathetic tears instead of abandoning their envy inside. 

“And weep with those who weep”, if a man wants to sympathize with others, he should “identify with” others. Otherwise, it will be unnatural. 


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) We should enter into the feeling of the body of Christ so that we can suffer with the member who suffers and rejoice with the one who rejoices (1Cor. 12:26).

2) When we count the loss of others as that of ourselves, we can naturally rejoice and weep with others together.

3) The natural man is inclined to envy those who are blessed and ignore those who are in grief. God desires that we shall share our joy with others and have part in the grief of others.

Rom. 12:16 “Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion. ”


YLT: “of the same mind one toward another, not minding the high things, but with the lowly going along; become not wise in your own conceit;” 


Literal Meaning: “be of the same mind toward one another”. ---- A Christian shall be considerate towards others and put himself in other's position. 

“Do not set your mind on high things”, do not set your mind on things that make you proud. 

“But associate with the humble”, one should associate with humble men and care about humble things.

“Do not be wise in your own opinion”, a wise man can be ruined by his own wisdom. He who thinks he is wise may cause a lot of unnecessary troubles or hostility. 

Rom. 12:17 “Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. ”


YLT: “giving back to no one evil for evil; providing right things before all men.” 

Meaning of Words: “have regard for”: consider in advance, look out for beforehand; 

Literal Meaning: “repay no one evil for evil”, do not repay anyone.  
“Have regard for good things in the sight of all men”, Christians not only live before God but also before all men. Therefore, we should think on good things in the sight of all men (see Phil. 4:8) and plan to do them. 


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) We should always think that we live in the world that is not perfect and we ourselves are not perfect men. Therefore, we have to confess that we may more or less bring troubles to others and also suffer the troubles caused by others. The troubles caused by us to others should only be on account of ignorance, not hostility.

2) What Christians do should not only be good in the sight of all men but also surpass the standard of all. Contrarily, Christians should never do what is evil in the sight of all.

Rom. 12:18 “If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men.”


YLT: “If possible -- so far as in you -- with all men being in peace;” 


Literal Meaning: “if it is possible”, it suggests that there is possibility that it is impossible ---- when the fundamental faith is threatened and the name of the Lord is put to shame, we should not seek peace by compromise. As long as the basic principle has not been opposed and when initiative is in our own hands, it is “possible”. 

“As much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men”, Christians should be sons of peace (see Luke 10:6). Sermon on the Mount of the Lord Jesus also mentions that “blessed the peace-makers, for they shall be called sons of God.” (Matt. 5:9).


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) There is precondition for Christians to live peaceably with all men. We should not sacrifice the testimony of truth or join in the evil-doing for the sake of living peaceably with others.

2) He who seeks peace with all men has to pay the cost ---- he has to be willing to let others take advantage of him and willing to adjust him to others.

Rom. 12:19 “Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord. ”


YLT: “not avenging yourselves, beloved, but give place to the wrath, for it hath been written, `Vengeance Mine,” 


Literal Meaning: “do not avenge yourselves”, “avenge yourselves”, it means that one himself rises to avenge the evil-doing of others.

“But rather give place to wrath”, it indicates that our concession to others is actually yielding it to God and letting God deal with it. 

“For it is written”, the following words are quoted from the Book of Deuteronomy (32:35).

“Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord”. ---- The greatest reason why we Christians do not avenge ourselves is that we are unwilling to replace the position of God or oppose against the authority of God. 

Rom. 12:20 “Therefore "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head." ”


YLT: “I will recompense again, saith the Lord;' if, then, thine enemy doth hunger, feed him; if he doth thirst, give him drink; for this doing, coals of fire thou shalt heap upon his head;” 


Literal Meaning: “therefore”, the following words are quoted from the Book of Proverb (25:21-22).

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink”; to give what the enemy is unworthy of to him; and to help the enemy actively when he is in need of something; 

“You will heap coals of fire on his head”, this is a popular idiom at that time, which means that “it makes him feel more ashamed and as painful as burning”.


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The attitude of Christians towards the enemy is not vengeance, but showing grace.

2) To make friends with the enemy is the only way of removing the enmity of the enemy. To love the enemy is the only way of eliminating enmity. 

Rom. 12:21 “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.”


YLT: “Be not overcome by the evil, but overcome, in the good, the evil.” 


Literal Meaning: “do not be overcome by evil”, one should not react or deal with others in a worldly manner because of the evil-doings of others, for it is unworthy of our Christian status. 

“But overcome evil with good”, to stick to the principle of the walking of Christians. The power of the life of Christ will finally help you overcome the difficulty ---- maybe you overcome the difficulty, or maybe your testimony conquers the enemy, thus removing the difficulty. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【The Truth of Presenting to God】

A. The premise of presenting to God ---- “brethren”, who have been saved and born again;

B. The motive of presenting to God ---- “the mercies of God”;

C. The decision of presenting to God ---- “beseech”, it is of willingness, not of necessity. Devotion is not a reason, but a way that everyone who has been saved has to walk in. It is “brethren”, not merely one brother or several ones.

D. The content of presenting to God ---- “present your bodies”, body refers to the whole body, including one’s spirit, soul and body.

E. The purpose of presenting to God ---- “a living sacrifice”, “present” means that the sacrifice bound up to the horns of the altar near the altar is waiting for being presented. That we present ourselves is not regarding us as bondmen, but sacrifices. But the sacrifice in the Old Testament is offered for death, but we for living ---- live for the Lord. Of course, those who have present themselves also prepare to die for the Lord at any time, just as the sacrifice bound up to the horns of the altar.  
F. The benefit of presenting to God:
1. It is holy: what is presented to God will belong to God, namely, holy offerings, because holy things will not be used commonly.

2. It is acceptable to God: the purpose of God’s redemption is making man present him to God.
3. That one can serve God: the devotion to God itself is service as well as the beginning of service. Without devotion, there is no service. “Service” is the work of a priest.  
G. What should be paid attention to after presenting to God ---- “do not be conformed to this world”;

H. The pursuit after presenting to God ---- “be transformed by the renewing of your mind”, “transform”: to change the form. He who has presented him to God should not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by God. How will he be changed? It is not started from outside, but inside. Once one’s mind is renewed, the outside condition of him will also be changed. How will one’s mind be renewed? The new man is renewed into full knowledge (Col. 3:10), which is the understanding of the will of God, “that one may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God”. “Prove” can also be translated as “test” or “examine”. One should take heed of the will of God, lest there be man’s mind intermingled therein. 

【Three Principles of Being a Good Christian】

A. He should have the realization of “presenting his body a living sacrifice” (v.1):

1. To present “holy works” to God as a living sacrifice;

2. To present “holy words” to God as a living sacrifice;

B. He should have the determination of “not being conformed to this world” (v.2):

1. Do not conform the social environment in which money is given the priority;

2. Do not conform the social environment characterized by self-centeredness;

3. Do not conform men in the world who so emphasize practicality;

C. He should have the desire of “being transformed by the renewing of your mind” (v.2):

1. To change one’s mind by reading the Scriptures;

2. To change one’s mind by prayers;

【To Present One’s Life to God (v.1-2)】

A. Do not be conformed to this world:

1. We should not follow or imitate the “avaricious” social mood;

2. We should not follow or imitate the social mood “that is indifferent to the truth”;

B. Be transformed by the renewing of one’s mind:

1. The first path of progress and renewal for Christians is often self-examination;

2. The second path of progress and renewal for Christians is to read the Scriptures diligently;

C. Prove what is the will of God:

1. The above-mentioned two points are the two most elementary and fundamental requirements of knowing the will of God;

2. The ultimate purpose of proving the will of God is that we are willing to believe and obey the environment that God has arranged and His guidance;

【How To Perform the Gifts?】

A. One shall firstly present his body to God (v.1) ---- so that one’s gifts shall be performed efficaciously, thus glorifying God and doing good to men;

B. One shall prove the will of God (v.2) ---- to perform one’s gifts according to the will of God; 

C. One shall think himself soberly (v.3) ---- the performance of one’s gifts should not go beyond the measure of his faith;

D. All believers are individually members of one another (v.5) ---- one shall respect the gifts of others when performing his own gifts;

E. The performance of one’s gifts should be in proportion to his faith (v.6) ---- the performance of one’s gifts should not go beyond the truth (not go against the truth);

F. One shall work with his whole heart, with liberality, with diligence and with cheerfulness (v.7-8) ---- one should do everything heartily, not strive for reputation nor muddle through his work;

【The Relationship of Christians with Many Parts】

A. Our relationship with God ---- we can serve and worship Him through presenting the whole body to God (v.1-2);

B. Our relationship with ourselves ---- we shall think us soberly (v.3);

C. Our relationship with the members ---- we are individually members of one another and perfecting one another (v.4-16);

D. Our relationship with the opponents ---- we shall overcome evil with good (v.14, 17-21);

【The Church Life Requires the Participation of the Whole Man of Us】

A. The presenting of one’s body (v.1);

B. The renewal and transformation of one’s soul (mind);

C. Being fervent in spirit (v.11);

【The Three “Fire”s in This Chapter】

A. The first “fire” ---- towards God:

1. “Present your bodies a living sacrifice” (v.1);

2. Once we have presented ourselves to God, the fire of God will burn us and make us an offering to Him of a sweet odor; 

3. This is the holy fire, not strange fire;

4. The fire will burn from our bodies and burn into our soul and spirit;

B. The second “fire” ---- towards believers:

1. “Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love …fervent in spirit” (v.10-11);

2. Only when the fire of God has burnt in us, we can have normal church life and are fervent in the ways we get along with other members;

C. The third “fire” ---- towards the world:

1. “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.” (v.20)

2. To those who are hostile to and oppose and disbelieve the faith, the holy fire in us will be spread out to those who get in touch with us.

3. The fire will thoroughly melt the stubborn thoughts of the enemy.

【Three Principles of Being a Good Member】

A. One shall think that “he is useful to” the body (v.3-5):

1. “Think soberly”, it reminds us of our importance.

2. “Think soberly”, it reminds us that we should humbly know the importance of every member.

B. One shall know that “he is of God” (v.6):

1. Everyone in the church has his gifts and talents, just as we have many members in one body ;

2. Our gifts and talents are given by God and should be unto Him;

3. God can bestow gift and talent to men. He could, and He can and He will always be able to;

C. One shall be with “the sense of responsibility” for the church (v.7-8):

1. We should clearly know that our talents shall be used in the church to serve God so as to glorify God.

2. Such sense of responsibility is an active attitude ---- one serves God in the church with his own talents.

【Gifts】

A. Particular gifts (v.3-8);

B. Common gifts (v.9-21);

【We Should …】

A. We should think soberly (v.3-4). 

B. We should be individually members of one another (v.5-15).

C. We should be humble (v.16-21).

【Treatment Toward Others】

A. We should serve one another with our gifts in the assembly and be individually members of one another (v.3-5).

B. We Christians should treat each other as brother in love (v.9-16).

C. We should treat the enemies as friends (v.17-21).

【Members】

A. We should think soberly (v.3).

B. We should be individually members of one another (v.5).

C. We should serve according to our faith and stature (v.6-8).

D. We should be kindly affectionate … and give preference to one another (v.10).

E. We should help each other and identify with each other (v.13, 15).

【Three Principles of Being a Good Believer in the Assembly】

A. To believers ---- one should have true love (v.9-10, 13):

1. Such true love is “without hypocrisy” by nature;

2. True love includes the principle of “abhorring what is evil and clinging to what is good”;

3. True love will be presented in the attitude of “being kindly affectionate to one another”; 

4. True love will show “honor and modesty” worthy of saints;

5. True love has a willingness of “distributing to the needs of others and giving others hospitality”;

B. To God ---- one should have faithful service (v.11):

1. Faithful service is “persistent” service;

2. Faithful service is “fervent” service;

3. Faithful service is serving heartily;

4. Faithful service is “diligent” service;

C. To the environment ---- one should have the determined will of victory (v.12-13):

1. The first secret of overcoming the environment is “rejoicing in hope”.

2. The second secret of overcoming the environment is “being patient in tribulation”.

3. The third secret of overcoming the environment is “being continuing steadfastly in prayer”.

【Love】

A. Holy love ---- Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good (v.9);

B. Affectionate love ---- Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love (v.10);

C. Fervent love ---- Be fervent in spirit (v.11);

D. Amazing love ---- Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse (v.14);

E. Sympathetic love ---- Rejoice with those who rejoice (v.15);

F. Humble love ---- Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind on high things (v.16);

G. Modest love ---- Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men (v.17);

【Five Aspects of the Life of Christians】

A. To others (v.9-10, 13, 15-16);

B. To God (v.11);

C. To one’s self (v.12);

D. To persecutors and the enemies (v.14, 17-21);

E. To all men (v.17);

【To Be a Good Believer Among the Gentiles】

A. One should know how to treat others well (v.14):

1. To treat others with “goodness” may move and impel the persecutors to God;

2. To treat others with “goodness” can be children of God the Father;

B. One should know how to show loving care for others (v.15):

1. A good believer who knows how to show loving care for others can “rejoice with those who rejoice”; 

2. A good believer who knows how to show loving care for others can “weep with those who weep”;

C. One should know how to show respect to others (v.16):

1. A good believer who knows how to show respect to others can preserve himself from “setting his mind on high things”;

2. A good believer who knows how to show respect to others can preserve himself from “being wise in his own opinion”;

D. One should know how to show mercy to others (v.17-21):

1. One should have the determination of “repaying no one evil for evil”；

2. One should have the wisdom of “having regard for good things”;

3. One should have the willingness of “living peaceably with all men”;

4. One should have the great ambition of “overcoming evil with good”;

a) We have no right of judgment, for there is not one who has the right of judgment, except for God;

b) Only mercy can melt man’s heart and convert enemies into friends, “heap coals of fire on his head”.

c) What should be conquered is not others, but our heart that devices vengeance. 

【The Same…】

A. The same joy ---- “rejoice with those who rejoice” (v.15);

B. The same tears ---- “weep with those who weep” (v.15);

C. The same mind ---- “Be of the same mind toward one another (v.16).” How can we be of the same mind toward one another? “Do not set our mind on high things”.

D. The same association ---- “but associate with the humble (v.16)”. One should not think highly of himself nor look down on others, but be willing to cooperate with others. 

E. The same sight ---- “Have regard for good things in the sight of all men (v.17).” “Have sight”: “making preparation for”; a spiritual man is not a stubborn man, but a man who has the spirit of corporation and is willing to cooperate with others in everything. 

F. Be friends together ---- regard the enemies as friends or convert enemies into friends (v.19-21);

1. Do not avenge yourselves, “but rather give place to wrath”.

2. To overcome evil with love;

Romans Chapter Thirteen
I. Content of the Chapter
【The Social Life After One Has Been Saved】
K. Towards the governing authorities:

1. Be subject to the governing authorities ---- do what is good without doing any evil (v.1-5);

2. Meet one’s obligations ---- pay taxes (v.6-7);

L. Towards all men ---- owe no one anything except to love one another (v.8-10);

M. Towards one himself ---- awake out of sleep, walk properly, put on the Lord Jesus Christ (v.11-14);

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Rom. 13:1 “Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. ”


YLT: “Let every soul to the higher authorities be subject, for there is no authority except from God, and the authorities existing are appointed by God,” 


Literal Meaning: “the governing authorities” are synonymous with “rulers” (v.3), referring to the government officers at all levels.

“Let every soul be subject to…”, “every soul” includes every Christian without any exception. “Be subject to”: to receive the government of the authority. Christians should be subject to the national authorities at all levels. Since the Scriptures have not given the exact definition of a lawful authority that we Christians should be subject to, we can only suppose we should be subject to all the established authorities, no matter whether it is lawful or unlawful, or whether it is controlled by the commandment of the higher authorities, or whether it is produced from the election of the people, or whether it is from the outer invasion or occupation. Normally, Christians have no room to choose but can only obey, for authorities are all of the appointment from God. 

However, we are not subject to the governing authorities on the earth bottomlessly. Only God is worthy of our bottomless obedience. Especially when the command of the government is against that of God, we should not be subject to the former one (see Ex. 1:15-17; Dan. 3:12, 6:10; Heb. 11:23). 

We should know that the meaning of the word “be subject to” in this verse is slightly different from another word in Greek, namely, “obey”. “Be subject to”, it focuses on the submissive attitude. “Obey”, it more relates to the “obedience” in actions. Christians hold an “obedient” attitude towards the governing authorities on the earth. But when the command of the government resists the will of God (especially false commands concerning faith and morality), we cannot be subject to them blindly (see Acts. 5:29).

“For there is no authority except from God”, not only the spiritual authorities in the church but also that in the world are established and appointed by God. God Himself is the origin of all authorities. 

“And the authorities that exist are appointed by God.” ---- The purpose that God establishes and appoints the governing authorities and rulers is to maintain good social order and to provide just and peaceful living environment so that believers can lead a quiet and tranquil life in all piety and gravity (1Tim. 2:2) and that the gospel of God will be wildly spread and the churches of God be established everywhere and the Lord’s second coming be accelerated. 


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Though Christians are heavenly citizens, as long as we live on the earth, we have still to assume our responsibilities. In other words, we have to meet the obligations of being a citizen of a nation.

2) Christians are easy to forget the fleshly responsibilities on account of spiritual responsibilities. Actually, taking the fleshly responsibility is contributory to our taking spiritual responsibilities. 

3) Men in the world are subjection to the governing authorities for fear of the punishment of the law. That we Christians are subject to the governing authorities is due to the fear of God, for the authorities are all permitted and appointed by God.

4) The natural man is not subject to God (Rom. 8:7; 11:30). However, man can today be subject to God in the new life on account of the salvation of God.

5) There is the appointment of God behind every authority. Apparently, we are just subject to man’s authorities, but actually we are subject to God Himself.

6) The true ideal social system is that all is under the government of God ---- the governments serve the people in accordance with the will of God, and the people obey the government in fear of God. 

Rom. 13:2 “Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves.”


YLT: “so that he who is setting himself against the authority, against God's ordinance hath resisted; and those resisting, to themselves shall receive judgment.” 
Meaning of Words: “judgment”: condemnation, decision, damnation; 
Literal Meaning: “whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God”, there is no problem of the authority itself, for all the problems lie in men: 1) to obtain the authority unlawfully; 2) to perform the authority unlawfully. God Himself will deal with the faults of the authority, so believers should not have any actions resisting or overthrowing the authority. However, if it relates to the direct authority of God Himself, believers should give priority to the obedience of God’s authority. 

“And those who resist will bring judgment on themselves”, here, “judgment” refers to legal sanction. If we are unwilling to obey the command of the government, we will be suffered from unnecessary troubles. Of course, if we suffer for the sake of the will of God, we should endure the suffering silently and ask the Lord for help. 

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Christians can never partake in any organization against the government, let alone any terrifying riot. No matter how sufficient your reason is, it will never be permitted or approved by God, for you are resisting God. 

2) Any action that resists the authority should be judged and is caused by man himself. Man can not expect God’s approval or remission. The exception is that when the government oversteps the authority of God and offends the freedom of Christians’ faith and gathering, we may not think the command is of God. Therefore, resistance to this command is not resisting God. 

Rom. 13:3 “For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same. ”


YLT: “For those ruling are not a terror to the good works, but to the evil; and dost thou wish not to be afraid of the authority? that which is good be doing, and thou shalt have praise from it,” 

Literal Meaning: “rulers are not a terror to good works”, common government officials are restricted by the law and cannot disturb the people or domineer over them without reason. Therefore, if we do good works and seek to be good law-abiding citizens, we will not fear them.  

“But to evil”, obviously, the government has the authority of punishing sins, thus performing the function of keeping the public security. 

“Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same”, if Christians are lawful citizens, they will not only need not fear rulers but also have good testimonies, thus getting opportunities to bring them to the Lord.

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) If we Christians live in the world according to the Scriptures, we need not fear rulers. There are only two exceptions: 1) Christians do not do good, but do evil; 2) the government officials bully those who do good but dear those who do evil.

2) Even though there are rulers who punish those who do right and to praise those who do evil, they still confess that they have vengeance on evildoers and praise to them that do well. It is hypocritical of them in fact, but not in principle. In principle, rulers appointed by God always praise those who do right and punish those who do wrong.

3) A normal Christian can still live in peace, even though he suffers the greatest distress.

Rom. 13:4 “For he is God's minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God's minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil. ”


YLT: “for of God it is a ministrant to thee for good; and if that which is evil thou mayest do, be fearing, for not in vain doth it bear the sword; for of God it is a ministrant, an avenger for wrath to him who is doing that which is evil.” 

Meaning of Words: “minister”: servant, deacon, and attendant; 

Literal Meaning: “for he is God's minister”, “God's minister” refers to the servant who serves God. Any work that serves the people and benefits mankind is serving God indirectly, so here he is “called” God’s minister. 

“To you for good”, a good government official can at least provide us a good living environment and help us to lead a quiet and tranquil life in all piety, so he is good.

“For he does not bear the sword in vain”, “sword” is a symbol of power at that time in Rome. “Bear the sword”, it indicates that the government has power. 

“For he is God's minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil”, the important responsibility of a God’s minister is to do justice and to maintain peace. He shall maintain the people’s rights through giving right judgment and repressing the disturbances of evildoers through legal sanction. 


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Christians should not be hostile to the whole political system because of some malfeasants. The political system may unavoidably have defects, but to a certain degree it still has its advantage in the hands of God.

2) The authority of the government is appointed to protect the citizens who keep the law and to prevent the unlawful deeds and to punish the evildoers.

3) When a ruler punishes an evildoer, he is fulfilling the responsibility of a God’s minister. Since the rulers are God’s ministers, that how they use the power given by God should be responsible to God.

4) All the leaders in the world are in the hands of God and perform their functions in God’s sovereignty. It is a great consolation to Christians ---- man may have faults, but God never fails. Man shall render account to God for their faults one day. We Christians shall only walk according to the will of God, and will ultimately be rewarded by God. 

Rom. 13:5 “Therefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath but also for conscience' sake.”


YLT: “Wherefore it is necessary to be subject, not only because of the wrath, but also because of the conscience,” 


Literal Meaning: “therefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath”, “wrath” not only refers to the political penalty, but also God’s punishment in the future. In the negative aspect, we Christians should be subject to the authority of the government so as to avoid the double kinds of punishment. 

“But also for conscience' sake”, this is the positive reason why we Christians should be subject to the governing authority. “Conscience”, God sets conscience in man so that man can know what is right or wrong (Rom. 2:15). When it is right, man’s conscience has peace. When it is wrong, man’s conscience has no peace. Before we are saved, our conscience is rather dull. But after we have been saved, our conscience has become very acute. The feeling of the conscience will tell us what we should do and what we should not. Since the governing authorities are of God, we will surely feel in our conscience that we have to be subject to them.


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Many times, the fear of assuming the responsibility after sins may prevent man from sin. A fearful heart is a great obstructive factor so that “many people dare to be angry but dare not utter, and dare to imagine but not do”. Therefore, it is not a bad thing that one is subject to the authority because of fearing wrath, but the motive is not much noble.

2) Altogether, wrath comes from men, and the feeling of conscience comes from God. We should honor God more than man. Therefore, Christians should still be subject to the authorities on the earth with a higher motive. 

3) The feeling of the conscience of a normal Christian is often inspired and testified by the Holy Spirit (see Rom. 9:1), so we should take heed to follow the conscience. One must repent what is condemned by his conscience and do what is praised by his conscience.

4) Christian should walk in conscience (see Acts. 23:1). If we put away our conscience or ignore the feeling of our conscience, it is just like having made shipwreck as to faith (1Tim. 1:19), and without moving ahead.

5) Conscience is often the main power of guiding us concerning earthly things. Therefore, we should walk according to the feeling of conscience in national and social matters.

Rom. 13:6 “For because of this you also pay taxes, for they are God's ministers attending continually to this very thing.”


YLT: “for because of this also pay ye tribute; for servants of God they are, on this very thing attending continually;” 

Meaning of Words: “minister”: a public servant, benefactor; 


Literal Meaning: “for because of this you also pay taxes”, “pay taxes”, at that time, all the Roman citizens had to give tribute to the Roman Empire, namely, paying “the national taxes”. One should pay taxes honestly in order to avoid being punished or being accused by conscience.

“For they are God's ministers attending continually to this very thing”, the government should have revenue to pay the necessary expense, so governors attend the matter of paying taxes very strictly.


Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Pay what is Caesar's to Caesar, and what is God's to God (Mark 12:17). Believers should obey the national laws on the earth, but not be an offence to them (see Matt. 17:27).

2) We Christians should decrease their taxes in legal range. We should in no wise evade taxes. 

Rom. 13:7 “Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.”


YLT: “render, therefore, to all dues; to whom tribute, the tribute; to whom custom, the custom; to whom fear, the fear; to whom honour, the honour.” 


Literal Meaning: “render therefore to all their due”, “all their due”: what should be paid to them; 

“Taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to whom customs”, “taxes” amount to “the national taxes” today (see v.6); “customs” refer to regional taxes today. Paying taxes is an obligatory duty of a citizen. 

“Fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor”, “fear” refers to the inward terror; “honor” relates more to the outward courtesy.  


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) One who is protected by the nation should not merely enjoy, but have no paying out. One should not just enjoy his rights, but not assume his responsibilities. 

2) One who fears neither heavens nor the earth is a man that does not fear God or man. Such man must be an unrighteous one.

3) We Christians shall love and bear and humble ourselves when serving God in the church. And we shall fear and be submissive when serving God in the nation or society.

Rom. 13:8 “Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has fulfilled the law.”


YLT: “To no one owe anything, except to love one another; for he who is loving the other -- law he hath fulfilled,” 


Literal Meaning: “owe no one anything”, we should not let others suffer loss because of us.

“Love one another”, “one another”, it is not only among Christians, but also all men.

“Owe no one anything except to love one another”. Love is a debt that we can never repay. No matter how much love one has given, he still has to give unceasingly, for love never fails (1Cor. 13:8). 

“Has fulfilled the law”, “the law” refers to the Law of Moses in the Old Testament. The Lord Jesus is the body of all the letter and customs in the law (Col. 2:16-17). He has perfected all the requirements in the law on the cross and has destroyed all the ordinances of the law (Matt. 5:17; Col. 2:14). Therefore, we Christians need no longer keep the letter or customs in the law. However, the commandments concerning morality in the law (see v.9), the Lord Jesus never taught men not to keep but raised the requirement of the commandments (Matt. 5:21-48). Therefore, to Christians in the New Testament, the law that we should keep is the commandments concerning morality in the Law of Moses according to the spirit, not the letter. 


Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) “Owe no one anything”, since we had the corrupted nature, we were always fond of taking advantage of others and making others suffer loss. However, the new life of the Lord in us always makes us feel we owe others. Therefore, we dare not owe anyone anything. 

2) When we begin to feel that the matters of others are ours and the troubles of others are ours and the burdens of others are ours, we begin to “love one another”.

3) The more we receive love, the more we may feel we owe. When we practice loving others, we will find that the more we owe, the more actively we can love others.  

4) When we begin to love one another, we have perfectly fulfilled the requirements of the law, for true love to men is from God, and our love to man is the fruit of our love to God.

Rom. 13:9 “For the commandments, "You shall not commit adultery," "You shall not murder," "You shall not steal," "You shall not bear false witness," "You shall not covet," and if there is any other commandment, are all summed up in this saying, namely, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself."”


YLT: “for, `Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false testimony, Thou shalt not covet;' and if there is any other command, in this word it is summed up, in this: `Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself;'” 


Literal Meaning: “for the commandments”, the following four commandments are quoted from the commandments concerning human relationship in the Ten Commandments, but they are not according to the original order. And the quotation that “you shall not covet” is not the original verse, but the summary of its meaning. 

“You shall not commit adultery”, “adultery” refers to the sexual relationship of adults besides marriage. Adultery shows that those who commit adultery do not respect each other enough, so it is not love.

“You shall not murder”, “murder” is the ultimate performance of hatred. He who loves never murders. 

“You shall not steal”, “steal” to strip someone of his ownership. True love is to give, not gain. 

“You shall not covet, “covet” is a kind of uncontrollable lust. Love is a amazing way to eliminate one’s lusts. 

“If there is any other commandment”, there are two meanings of the word “other”: 1) except for the above-mentioned four “shall not”, there is no other detailed commandment; 2) it refers to the commandments different from the above-mentioned commandments, so it many concludes the worldly law.

“Are all summed up in this saying, namely, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself."” ---- “Love your neighbor as yourself”, it is quoted from the Book of Leviticus (19:18). 

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Anyone who loves his neighbor as himself had fulfilled his duties on men in the world.

2) “To love your neighbor as yourself”, it is a selfless love, namely, sacrificing love. Only when one lives in the divine life, can he manifest such love. He has loved me and given himself for me (Gal. 2:20).

Rom. 13:10 “Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.”


YLT: “the love to the neighbor doth work no ill; the love, therefore, the fullness of law.” 

Meaning of Words: “fulfillment”: repletion, completion, fullness; 

Literal Meaning: “therefore love is the fulfillment of the law”, it means that if we “love our neighbor as ourselves” (v.9), we have filled the whole law (see Gal. 5:14).

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) “Love does no harm to a neighbor”, true love is a kind of self-sacrificing love. Such love makes man glad to see others and unable to bear other’s being suffered. Where there is love, there will be less harm to men. 

2) “Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law”. It shows that: a) the purpose of the whole law of God is love. That God gives the law is not for the purpose of condemning or punishing man, but exposing the nature of man and bringing man to receive grace ---- this is love; b) this love is Christ. And the loving Christ can fully fulfill the law of God so that all the law of God will not fail; 3) as long as we live in the love of Christ, we can walk according to the will of God and even go beyond the requirement of the law. Therefore, we need no longer live under the law to be responsible to the law or keep the commandments of the law. 

Rom. 13:11 “And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. ”


YLT: “And this, knowing the time, that for us, the hour already to be aroused out of sleep, for now nearer our salvation than when we did believe;” 

Literal Meaning: “and”, it shows that another principle of Christians’ life will be mentioned.

  “Do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep”, “know”, as long as one is a believer, he should know this. “Now” refers to the age of grace at present. “High time”, it means that one should act without delay. “Awake out of sleep”, it indicates that one should not allow his spirit sleep deeply.

“For now our salvation”, it not only refers to the spirit of salvation (eternal salvation), for once we have believed the Lord Jesus we have been born again and obtained salvation, but also refers to salvation of the whole man (including the salvation of soul and the redemption of body and etc.)

“Is nearer than when we first believed”, it means that it becomes increasingly near to the Lord’s second coming every day.
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Christians have no time to be consumed or wasted. When we drift along in a sleepy state, we are consuming and wasting our life.

2) He who is indifferent to the Lord’s second coming is in a dead sleep and is not watchful enough. Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour (see Matt. 25:13). 

Rom. 13:12 “The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. ”


YLT: “the night did advance, and the day came nigh; let us lay aside, therefore, the works of the darkness, and let us put on the armour of the light;” 


Literal Meaning: “the night is far spent”, it means that the darkness reigns and the world becomes increasingly evil and corrupted. 

“The day is at hand”, it means that the time of Christ’s second coming is at hand. Since He is that morning star (Rev. 22:16), when He comes again, we shall live in light.

“Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness”, “the works of darkness” refers to the works that cannot be told to others, that can not let others see and that shall be judged by the Lord. 

“And let us put on the armor of light”, “the armor of light”, it unveils that the good works of Christians are a sharp weapon to deal with the power of darkness.

Rom. 13:13 “Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy.”


YLT: “as in day-time, let us walk becomingly; not in revellings and drunkennesses, not in chamberings and lasciviousnesses, not in strife and emulation;” 
Literal Meaning: “let us walk properly”, “properly”, it refers to an orderly and respectable form.  

“As in the day”, it means that one walks in light (1John 1:7) without any concealment.

“Not in revelry and drunkenness”, “revelry”, it is belly-worship and noise; “drunkenness”, it means that one is anesthetized or controlled by alcohol and becomes unconventional and uninhibited. In short, revelry and drunkenness are indulging oneself. 

“Not in lewdness and lust”, “lewdness”, it derives from the word “bed” in the original, carrying the meaning of “cohabitation”. It means pursuing improper sexual relationship. “Lust” refers to shameless and contemptible deeds. In short, lewdness and lust are defilement and filth. 

“Not in strife and envy”, “strife” refers to arguments and contention in words; “envy”, it means having enmity against the preeminence, performance and achievements of others. To be brief, strife and envy are disputes with others. 

Rom. 13:14 “But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.”


YLT: “but put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and for the flesh take no forethought -- for desires.” 


Literal Meaning: “put on the Lord Jesus Christ”, we have been baptized unto Christ (Rom. 6:3) and put on Christ (Gal. 3:27), that is to say, we are in Christ. This is an objective spiritual fact. However, concerning our subjective experience, believers may still live in the natural life and have not lived in Christ. Therefore, the apostle here exhort us that we should put on the Lord Jesus, namely, living by Christ (Gal. 2:20); for me to live is Christ (Phil.1:21); Christ shall be magnified in my body (Phil. 1:20). 

“And make no provision for the flesh”, do not plan anything for the flesh, nor prepare anything, nor supply anything. One should not let the flesh be upheld nor give way to the flesh. 

“To fulfill its lusts”, “lusts” are in the flesh of man. Once man makes provision for the flesh, lusts will be activated. 


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The general principle of the life of the sons of God is “putting on Christ”. Putting on Christ refers to on one hand our objective position in Christ ---- He is our righteous clothes and our covering, and on the other hand our real condition of our life ---- we have manifested Him and boasted of Him. 

2) Christians should not plan or arrange anything for the sake of satisfying the lusts of the flesh, nor even let the evil impulsion work haunt our mind. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【To Be a Good Citizen】

A. Christians should be subject to the government (v.1-5):

1. Why should Christians be subject to the governing authorities?

a. For there is no authority except from God (v.1);

b. For rulers remove resistance and maintain safety and execute judgment for the oppressed (v.3-4); 

c. For they are “for good” (v.4); 

2. In what conditions, we should not be subject to the government?

a. When the commandment of the government goes against righteousness or conflicts with that of God;

b. If the government persecutes our belief, Christians should not compromise.

c. If the government administrate improperly, Christians should “make supplications” (1Tim. 2:1-2) and “manifest our faith in life actively” (1Pet. 4:14-16) and should not “disobey the law”.

d. Christians should not resist the government violently or destructively.

B. Christians should do good and keep the law (v.3, 5):

1. Christians are willing to do good in the present society for the reason that they can obtain praise (good testimony).

2. Christians are willing to do good in the present society for the sake of obey their conscience (the manifestation of faith).

3. Christians should keep the law more actively and voluntarily than common people.

C. Christians should pay taxes faithfully (v.6-7):

1. Christians should pay taxes faithfully, for we are protected by the government.

2. Christians should pay taxes faithfully, for we receive various services from the government. 

3. Christians should pay taxes faithfully, for it is ordained by the government. 

【The Reason Why We Should Be Subject to the Governing Authority】

A. For there is no authority except from God (v.1-2);

B. For authority exists for punishing evil and rewarding good (v.3-4);

C. For conscience' sake (v.5);

D. For the tax collecting of the government is for the sake of providing good environment of life (v.6-7);

【To Be a Christian Fulfilling the Law】

A. One should taking “owing no one anything” (v.8) as the basic principle of walking in the world:

1. “Owe no one anything”, it means that we should not let others suffer losses whatever we do, nor take advantage of others.

2. If we are willing to keep the commandments of the Lord, we can “owe no one anything”.

3. If we are willing to perform our duties, we can “owe no one anything”.

B. “Love one another” (v.8):

1. The first secret of practicing the active love is being willing to uphold and satisfy the need of others.

2. The second secret of practicing the active love is being willing to show thought for others. 

C. One should have the merit of “love his neighbor as himself” (v.9-10):

1. Love can fulfill the whole law:

a. Love does no harm to a neighbor ---- this is the negative significance of love.

b. Love is for the common good ---- this is the positive significance of love.

c. “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” ---- it hangs all the commandments. 

2. One who is willing to “love his neighbor as himself” can become a good Christian as well as a good law-abiding citizen.

3. A Christian who is willing to “love his neighbor as himself” must have a joyful life. 

【The Definition of Love】

A. Owe no one anything except to love one another (v.8); 

B. You shall not commit adultery (v.9);

C. You shall not murder (v.9);

D. You shall not steal (v.9);

E. You shall not covet (v.9);

F. Love does no harm to a neighbor (v.10);

【To Be a Bright Christian】

A. One shall wake up his spirit (v.11):

1. “It is high time to awake out of sleep”, it refers to the awakening in spirit.

2. Since the Lord Jesus is coming again, we should awake our spirit as early as possible.

3. Since the life is transient and ever-changing, we should awake our spirit as early as possible. 

B. One shall elevate his character (v.12):

1. Since “the night is far spent, the day is at hand”, Christians should seize the opportunities to elevate their character.

2. One shall “cast off the works of darkness”:

a. One should not “in revelry or drunkenness”;

b. One should not be “in lewdness or lust”;

c. One should not be “in strife or envy”;

3. One shall “put on the armor of light”:

a. That Christians do not be fellow-partakers with evil men is on account of meditating the law of Jehovah day and night (Ps.1).

b. To “put on the armor of light” is to walk according to the truth.

C. One shall conquer his lusts (v.13-14):

1. Someone leads a losing life for his deeds are controlled by lusts.

2. Someone leads a triumphant life for his deeds are governed by truth. 

【Several Kinds of Comparison】

A. Sleep ---- awake (v.11);

B. Night ---- day (v.12);

C. The works of darkness ---- the armor of light (v.12);

D. Put on the Lord Jesus ---- make no provision for the flesh (v.14);

【We Should Know the Time】

A. It is high time to awake out of sleep (v.11-12).

B. It is high time to cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light (v.12).

C. It is high time to walk properly (v.13).

D. It is high time to put on the Lord Jesus instead of making no provision for the flesh (v.14).

Romans Chapter Fourteen
I. Content of the Chapter
【Conditions that Believers Should Have Among Them】

N. We should not judge one another:

1. Concerning food (v.1-4);

2. Concerning the day (v.5);

3. Everyone should be responsible to the Lord respectively (v.6-12).

O. We should not stumble others:

1. Though what man does is according to the truth, stumbling brothers is sin (v.13-21).

2. Everyone should seek to have no self-condemnation in him (v.22-23).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Rom. 14:1 “Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful things.”


YLT: “And him who is weak in the faith receive ye -- not to determinations of reasonings;” 


Literal Meaning: “one who is weak in the faith”, according to the following text, they only eat vegetables (v.2), so it may refer to the Jewish Christians who cling to the customs of the law. And they also observe the day (v.6) and esteem one day above another (v.5).

“Receive”, it means having fellowship with each other without any obstruction.

“But not to disputes over doubtful things”, “doubtful things” referred to the matters which had not involved in the teachings of the apostles at that time (see Acts 2:42), or things of which the apostles had not reached the same conclusion (see Acts 15:28-29). In other words, it refers to things that the Scriptures have not clearly taught.


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The foundation of the fellowship with each other is the redemption of Jesus Christ (Eph. 2:14-15) and the word of life (1John 1:1-3), not everyone has the same idea of all the truth. If so, there are never two Christians who see eye to eye. That is to say, any Christian can accept the fellowship of another Christian. 

2) If we want to accept those Christians whose opinions are different from us, we should go beyond knowledge and treat others in spirit and life.

3) A true church of the Lord can accept various believers who hold different views on truth. Any church can not accept various Christians can not be regarded as the church that the Lord pleases.

4) We should differentiate between men and things. We should accept men, but not all things. 

5) Dispute is unprofitable. It not only deals with nothing but also raises more controversial issues and misunderstandings, thus damaging the affections of one another and providing nothing in the establishment of faith.

6) Doubts and disputes can only bring troubles to the church. The church can only be increasingly built, when we do not pay attention to “right and wrong”, but focus on accepting “men”.

7) Christians should distinguish what is important and what is not, and what should be kept and what can be borne. Except for heresies, we should learn to bear various believers who hold different views instead of disputing with others.

Rom. 14:2 “For one believes he may eat all things, but he who is weak eats only vegetables.”


YLT: “one doth believe that he may eat all things -- and he who is weak doth eat herbs;” 

The Background: at that time, in the Roman market it was filled with meat and sacrifices offered to idols, from which the Jews abstained. Therefore, many Jewish believers abstained from meat, and ate vegetables only. And there were also many believers who thought they had knowledge and idols were nothing, so those sacrifices offered to the idols were also nothing (see 1Cor. 8:4, 10). They held nothing was under taboo. 

Literal Meaning: “for one believes he may eat all things”, “one” refers to the one who is strong in faith, who is opposite to the one who is weak. “Believe”, it refers to a belief, namely, a firm conclusion drawn from the knowledge about the truth of the gospel. “He may eat all things”, no food to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving (see 1Tim. 4:4).

“But he who is weak eats only vegetables.” ---- “He who is weak” refers to the one who is weak in the faith (v.1). Since he has vague knowledge about the truth of the gospel, he has doubts as to whether some food can eat or not and has no firm assurance. “Eats only vegetables”, it refers to abstaining from meats (1Tim. 4:3, the original).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It runs counter to the Scriptures (see v.14; 1Tim. 4:3, the original) that one believes only vegetables are eatable, but Paul still exhorts us to accept such man (v.1). Obviously, the difference of the ideas of the truth can not be the reason of the division of believers.

2) Christians who are weak in faith stick to the outward rules, and Christians who are strong in faith keep the inward spirit.

3) Christians should seek the will of God from the words of the Scriptures. We need not fuss about the outward forms or methods, but shall have surpassing insight and see everything from the perspectives of God.

Rom. 14:3 “Let not him who eats despise him who does not eat, and let not him who does not eat judge him who eats; for God has received him.”


YLT: “let not him who is eating despise him who is not eating: and let not him who is not eating judge him who is eating, for God did receive him.” 

Meaning of Words: “despise”: contemptible, least esteemed, set at naught; “judge”: esteem, condemn, sentence to; 
Literal Meaning: “let not him who eats despise him who does not eat”, “him who eats” refers to the one who eats all things. “Him who does not eat” refers to the one who eats vegetables only.

  “Despise” refers to negatively acceptance; since God has accepted the one who does not eat, he who eats has to accept him but sees him at naught. 

  “He who does not eat judge him who eats”, “judge”: to condemn the other one and cavil about him. 

“For God has received him”, it also mentions the word “receive” in verse one. Therefore, believers should receive all those whom God has received. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) How the assembly and believers accept one is according to how God receives. We receive all those whom God receive, and refuse all those whom God refuses.

2) We should not despise or judge others. He who is strong may tend to despise him who is weak, and he who is weak is inclined to judge him who is strong. Actually, we are all servants of the Lord and have equal status and are all governed by God. Therefore, we should respect each other.

3) We shall know that Christians have no authority to decide that the lifestyle of others should be according to our own will. Only Christ has such authority. Therefore, man should not judge others wantonly.

Rom. 14:4 “Who are you to judge another's servant? To his own master he stands or falls. Indeed, he will be made to stand, for God is able to make him stand. ”


YLT: “Thou -- who art thou that art judging another's domestic? to his own master he doth stand or fall; and he shall be made to stand, for God is able to make him stand.” 

Literal Meaning: “who are you to judge another’s servant?” ---- “Another” refers to the Lord. Christians should not despise or judge brothers, for they are servants of the Lord.

  “To his own master he stands or falls”, he who “stands” refers to the Christian who has strong faith (see Rom. 15:1). The one who “falls” is the Christian whose faith is weak (see v.1). Both of them are not lords of each other. God is the master of each of them. Every believer should be responsible to God.

  “He will be made to stand, for God is able to make him stand”, the standing power of a believer is not of himself, but of the Lord. Though it seems that one has been fallen, he is still in the Lord’s hands and the Lord will discipline, deal with and restore him. And finally, the Lord “can” and “will” make him stand, so we need not take the Lord’s job into our own hands.

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) What the assembly needs is active perfecting of the saints (Eph. 4:12) instead of negative criticism or judgment. The former makes one saved and the latter makes one sorrowful and stumbled (see v.13, 15).

2) Many times, our attitude towards brothers in the assembly has robbed the Lord’s position. We should know we are all servants. Though we can show concern to one another, we should still know how far to go and when to stop. 

3) The best help and care we can show to saints are to bring them to the Lord and let them establish direct relationship with the Lord.

Rom. 14:5 “One person esteems one day above another; another esteems every day alike. Let each be fully convinced in his own mind. ”


YLT: “One doth judge one day above another, and another doth judge every day ; let each in his own mind be fully assured.” 

Meaning of Words: “be fully convinced”: completely assure, fully know (persuade), make full proof of; 

Literal Meaning: “one person esteems one day above another”, “one person” refers to the one who is weak in faith; “one day” refers to the Sabbath or other special days in the customs and laws of the Old Testament, e.g. the Feast of Passover, and the Feast of Tabernacles and etc. “Another” refers to the common days. “One day above another”, it means that the feasts are more important than other days. 

  “Another esteems every day alike”, “another” refers to the one who is strong in faith; “alike” means they are both important. Christian should live before the face of God everyday. 

    “Let each be fully convinced in his own mind”, “be fully convinced in his own mind”, it means that one has no doubt about or self-reproach for what can be done in his mind and is confident he is right. Christians should be firmly convinced of the knowledge and opinions about the truth, but should not voice one's opinions to others. 

Enlightenment in the Word: 

1) It is not the central point whether Christians eat meat or not or whether we observe the day or not. What is really important is whether our heart is upright. Therefore, to what we have attained the truth, let us walk in the same steps (see Phil. 3:15-16).

2) The Lord has not asked us to unify all the opinions and doings of every believer, but has encouraged everyone to have different ideas. A true spiritual man is a man who can bear various opinions of others.

3) We need not interfere with opinions concerning spiritual things of others. However, we should always seek until we are fully convinced our own understanding conforms to the will of God.

Rom. 14:6 “He who observes the day, observes it to the Lord; and he who does not observe the day, to the Lord he does not observe it. He who eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives God thanks; and he who does not eat, to the Lord he does not eat, and gives God thanks. ”


YLT: “He who is regarding the day, to the Lord he doth regard , and he who is not regarding the day, to the Lord he doth not regard . He who is eating, to the Lord he doth eat, for he doth give thanks to God; and he who is not eating, to the Lord he doth not eat, and doth give thanks to God.” 

Literal Meaning: “he who observes the day, observes it to the Lord; and he who does not observe the day, to the Lord he does not observe it. He who eats, eats to the Lord”, “observe the day”, it refers to spiritual pursuit and service. “Eat”, it refers to the expression and testimonies in life. “To the Lord”, it relates to one’s heart and motive. Paul means that as long as one’s motive in his heart is right, even though his outward deeds are not utterly right, it does not matter. 

“For he gives God thanks”, it indicates that he confesses that God is the origin of days and food and God bestows them to him to let him enjoy.

“And he who does not eat, to the Lord he does not eat, and gives God thanks”, the motive of one’s not eating is to serve God, and he thanks God that God grants him such piety to not eat. 

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Many times, disputes in the assembly are not for the sake of the Lord, but for some details and the so-called truth (actually, it cannot be called truth) besides the Lord. 

2) If we live for the Lord, problems that whether we shall observe the day and whether we eat meat are not difficult to be dealt with.

3) Whatever Christians do, we should be thankful to God. Once we thank God, what we are doing is connected with God, thus what is common has become sanctified. 

Rom. 14:7 “For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself.”


YLT: “For none of us to himself doth live, and none to himself doth die;” 

Literal Meaning: “none of us lives to himself”, Christ is the value of our life. We are living to please the Lord, not ourselves.

  “No one dies to himself”, even though we come to the crucial point concerning life and death, what should really be paid attention to is still our relationship with the Lord. 

Rom. 14:8 “For if we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die to the Lord. Therefore, whether we live or die, we are the Lord's. ”


YLT: “for both, if we may live, to the Lord we live; if also we may die, to the Lord we die; both then if we may live, also if we may die, we are the Lord's;” 

Literal Meaning: “if we live, we live to the Lord”, living to the Lord is to let the Lord reign in our daily life ---- the Lord has full authority over man and man has no authority of his own.

  Here, it points a great principle of Christians’ life: no matter live or die, we should always firmly believe that we are of the Lord. Christ is the lord of believers. 

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) After we have been saved, we are completely of the Lord. No matter we live or die, “we are the Lord’s”. Therefore, if we live, we should live to the Lord and die to the Lord.

2) “Live to the Lord”. All the occupations and careers of Christians are subsidiary businesses. Only serving the Lord is our major occupation. We should take serving the Lord as the center and purpose of our life. We only undertake our occupations with our hands to maintain our life and supply for the need of the Lord’s work.

Rom. 14:9 “For to this end Christ died and rose and lived again, that He might be Lord of both the dead and the living.”


YLT: “for because of this Christ both died and rose again, and lived again, that both of dead and of living he may be Lord.” 

Literal Meaning: since Christ has risen from the dead, He is worthy of being the Lord of both the dead and the living.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) For the love of the Christ constrains us, having judged this: that one died for all, then all have died. And he died for all, that they who live should no longer live to themselves, but to him who died for them and has been raised (2Cor. 5:14-15).

2) Whether we live or die, we are the Lord's. Therefore, for me to live Christ, and to die gain (Phil. 1:21).
Rom. 14:10 “But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. ”


YLT: “And thou, why dost thou judge thy brother? or again, thou, why dost thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand at the tribunal of the Christ;” 

Literal Meaning: “why do you judge your brother?” “Judge” refers to the outward deeds.

  “Why do you show contempt for your brother?”, “contempt” refers to the inward deeds. 

  “For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ”, “we” refers to all the Christians; “the judgment seat of Christ” refers to the judgment seat of God ---- it is not the judgment before the “great white throne” (Rev. 20:11-15), but the judgment before “the judgment-seat of the Christ” (2Cor. 5:10) when Christ comes again. Since God has given all judgment to Christ (John 5:22, 27), the judgment seat of Christ is the judgment seat of God. The judgment seat of God is the judgment seat of Christ. 

Controversial Clarification: many theologians give a wrong teaching that believers will never be punished by God after death. Because it is mentioned in the Scriptures that when Christ comes again, the dead shall be raised incorruptible (1Cor. 15:52) and be caught up in clouds to meet the Lord in air, and thus we shall be always with Lord (1Thess. 4:16-17). Therefore, the judgment upon believers after death is for the purpose of choosing those who have overcome and shall reign (Rev. 20:4). Christians who have failed will never be punished by God after death. In order to justify themselves, they explain the parables of the evil servant, the foolish virgin and the wicked and slothful servant and etc. (see Matt. 24:45-51; 25:1-13, 14-30) as those who believe. Here, the author lists several points in conflict with other verses for readers’ reference only:

1) The judgment must begin from the house of God ---- it admonishes believers against sinning. And this judgment related one’s “end” (1Pet. 4:15, 17).

2) We (believers) all may receive the things in the body, according to those he has done, whether good or evil (2Cor. 5:10). Here, it mentions not only that he who does good things shall be rewarded (reward), but also that he who does evil shall also be rewarded (punishment).

3) If the work of any one shall be consumed, he shall suffer loss, but he shall be saved, but so as through fire (1Cor. 3:15). Here, it does not talk about the matter of being saved or not, but the matter of loss or no loss. If the work of believers in the world has failed in trial of the judgment, he shall suffer loss, and such loss is as painful as through fire.

4) The Lord says, “He that overcomes shall not be hurt of the second death” (Rev. 2:11). In other words, believers who have failed shall be “hurt of the second death”. The hurt of the second death is different from “the second death” (Rev. 20:14) ---- the former is to temporarily taste the pain of burning of fire, and the latter is being cast in the lake which burns with fire. 

5) The Lord says again, “he that overcomes, I will not blot his name out of the book of life” (Rev. 3:5). In other words, the names of believers who have failed may temporarily be blotted out of the book of life. That is to say, they cannot be recognized before God the Father and all the angels. 

6) God is a righteous God. He will not ignore our walking after we have been saved (see Heb. 6:10). Otherwise, He is not righteous. Actually, in the counsel of God’s salvation, He has before ordained that we who have been saved do good works (Eph. 2:10). Then each of us shall give an account concerning himself to God (Rom. 14:12).

7) The conclusion is that the evil servant, the foolish virgin and the wicked and slothful servant in the Lord’s parables all refer to believers who have failed (please see the commentary on the Gospel of Matthew) ---- they will be disciplined of Lord after death. Before believers’ meeting the Lord in resurrection and being with the Lord forever, there must be a period of time (about one thousand years, see Rev. 20:4-6) for the purpose of reward. But the Scriptures have not mentioned it in detail.

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Judgment is of God, and man has no right to interfere with it. Therefore, Christians should not criticize or judge other brothers.

2) Since we are “brothers”, our status is equal. If anyone thinks he can judge or despise his brothers, he has arrogantly exalted himself, hasn’t he?

3) All that cannot be spoken out before God can also not be spoken before man, for all things God will being man into judgment (see Eccl. 11:9).

4) If we have really know that the severity of the judgment of God that day, we shall not judge others in ourselves today. 

Rom. 14:11 “For it is written: "As I live, says the LORD, Every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall confess to God." ”


YLT: “for it hath been written, `I live! saith the Lord -- to Me bow shall every knee, and every tongue shall confess to God;'” 
Literal Meaning: “it is written”, it is quoted from the Book of Isaiah (45:23). 

“As I live”, there is another verse after it, “the word is gone out of my mouth righteousness and shall not return”. 

“Every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall confess to God”, “every knee” and “every tongue” refer to all things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth (Phil. 2:10). It indicates that all is subject to the righteousness and truth of God’s judgment. 

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Our criticism and judgment may often be wrong, but the judgment of God is always righteous and shall never be wrong. 

2) Man’s word is nothing, but the word of God abides forever. 

Rom. 14:12 “So then each of us shall give account of himself to God.”


YLT: “so, then, each of us concerning himself shall give reckoning to God;” 

Literal Meaning: “so then each of us…”, when the Lord comes again, all of us shall stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Though we have been saved, we shall not thus loosen ourselves or walk wildly, but shall walk in the world in the fear of God, because when Christ comes again, we shall be judged before His judgment seat and give account of us to God.

2) Each of us is of the Lord and shall be responsible to the Lord. Therefore, we should not be responsible to anyone, for each of us shall give account of himself to God (see 2Cor. 5:10; Gal. 6:4).

3) A hymn goes like this, “I am daily gazing at the light out of His judgment seat, That all my living and my works may stand the test of fire”. The more we live in the light of the God, and the more we are willing to let the Spirit of God search and judge us, the more we will find the lowliness and poorness of us and the less we dare to judge others.

Rom. 14:13 “Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother's way.”


YLT: “no longer, therefore, may we judge one another, but this judge ye rather, not to put a stumbling-stone before the brother, or an offence.” 

Literal Meaning: “therefore let us not judge one another anymore”, “therefore”, it draws a conclusion from the words from verse ten to twelve. Since we will be under the judgment of Christ in the last day, we shall not judge one another anymore. 

“But rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother's way”, “a stumbling block”, it is a public attack. “A cause to fall”, it refers to the hidden trap. 

“Resolve” and “judge” are the same word in the original. Therefore, this verse means that we should not judge others any more, but we should only judge whether we can “stumble brothers or cause them to fall”. In other wise, it is better to judge ourselves than to judge others, so that we shall not hurt others. 
Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The spiritual knowledge of us can be used in the fellowship in love, but should not be used as the proof of judging others.

2) We have many things to do. Is there any time for us to judge others?

Rom. 14:14 “I know and am convinced by the Lord Jesus that there is nothing unclean of itself; but to him who considers anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean.”


YLT: “I have known, and am persuaded, in the Lord Jesus, that nothing unclean of itself, except to him who is reckoning anything to be unclean -- to that one unclean;” 

Meaning of Words: “unclean”: common; 
Literal Meaning: “I know and am convinced by the Lord Jesus”, the theological idea of the apostle Paul had been transformed after he had been saved, and it was surely on account of the special revelation given by the Lord Jesus (see 2Cor. 12:1-4; Gal. 1:16; Eph. 3:3-4; Col. 1:26).

  “There is nothing unclean of itself”, for every creature of God good, and nothing to be rejected, for it is sanctified by God's word and freely addressing (1Tim. 4:4-5).

  “But to him who considers anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean”, “unclean”, it is opposite to the sanctified food, so it refers to the food that is not accepted by God (see Lev. 11:1-22, 41-47). In the times of the New Testament, there is no distinction of “clean” and “unclean” of food itself. He who is weak in faith still keeps the rules concerning food in the law, so he holds that some food is unclean in his heart. If the concept of the one who eats has not been changed, he puts his consideration aside and forces himself to eat what is unclean in his eyes, he will feel be condemned in his conscience. Besides, if others eat what is unclean in the eyes of him before him, it will still make him unrest in his conscience and even hurt his spiritual life.  

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “There is nothing unclean of itself”, obviously, Paul is utterly convinced that man can eat all things (see v.2). However, for the sake of brothers, he has not insisted on it. It is important to let everything conform to the truth, but it is more important to let brothers gain. 

2) The same food may produce different effects because of different knowledge of men. Therefore, the real problem does not lie in outside substances, but in inside hearts. What believers in the New Testament should pay attention to is inward things instead of outward things, and is spirit instead of letter (Rom. 2:28-29). 

Rom. 14:15 “Yet if your brother is grieved because of your food, you are no longer walking in love. Do not destroy with your food the one for whom Christ died. ”


YLT: “and if through victuals thy brother is grieved, no more dost thou walk according to love; do not with thy victuals destroy that one for whom Christ died.” 

Literal Meaning: “if your brother is grieved because of your food”, it means that though he who is strong in faith thinks he may eat all things, if he recklessly eats the food that is “unclean” in the eyes of the one who is weak in faith, it will make him grieved. 

  “You are no longer walking in love”. It means that if one does not care for the feeling of others in his walking, he has run counter to “love”. 

“The one for whom Christ died”, the Lord paid the highest cost to die for the one you have sinned against. Why do you not pay a little cost to make him peace? 

“Do not destroy with your food”, “destroy”, it carries the meaning of ruin.  

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Love is the basic principle that Christians should keep. When we Christians face ideas that are different from us, we should rather bear than destroy love.

2) Love is the highest principle in the church. Love is the best material in building the church. Without love, there will be no true building.

3) The basic meaning of love is not to seek one’s own gain. The positive purpose is to perfect others. This is “love”. 

4) God sees us through the blood of Christ on the cross. If we also have learnt to see brothers through the divine blood, we will have no problem towards brothers. This is walking in love.

5) We should know every believer is precious in the Lord’s heart, for the Lord died for him. Therefore, we should take heed of it. If we make brothers that the Lord loves grieved or even destroy them because of food, how shall we not be reproved by the Lord?

6) Food represents some insignificant details of life. However, if we are not careful, it may cause very serious result that not only makes brothers grieved but also destroy them. He who is strong in faith should look clearly before he leaps. 

Rom. 14:16 “Therefore do not let your good be spoken of as evil;”


YLT: “Let not, then, your good be evil spoken of,” 

Literal Meaning: “your good” refers to good things in your eyes. “Be spoken of as evil”, it means that men speak evil of one (see 1Cor. 10:30) because of not agreeing with him. 

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) We believers should not be too subjective in the church, but objectively consider the ideas and position of others.

2) Though Christians have much freedom in the Lord, if we do not care for others nor love others (see v.15), we can still not glorify God nor profit men (see 1Cor. 10:31, 33).

Rom. 14:17 “for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.”


YLT: “for the reign of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit;” 

Literal Meaning: “for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking”, “the kingdom of God” refers to the sphere where God reigns and governs. Broadly speaking, the whole universe is of the kingdom of God. However, narrowly speaking, the group gathered by those who honor the authority of God is the kingdom of God. Today, on the earth, the church is the reality of the kingdom of God.

  Christians are living in the reality of the kingdom of God. And what the kingdom of God focuses on is how to keep the will of God and how to manifest the glory of God. And as far as the rules of eating and drinking are concerned, they have no position in the kingdom of God. 

  “Righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit”, “righteousness” means being just and equitable to God and men. “Peace” is having peace with God and men. “Joy” is a natural result of walking according to the Holy Spirit. Righteousness brings about peace, and peace brings about joy.

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Since the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, we should not despise others because of eating and drinking. Since the kingdom of God is righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, we should accept one another and have fellowship with each other, thus increasing the joy in the Holy Spirit.

2) Righteousness is to man himself, and peace is to others, and joy in the Holy Spirit towards God. Believers should be righteous and strict to themselves, and show peace and mercy to others, and be joyful towards God in the Holy Spirit. Whenever one walks according to the Holy Spirit and lives in the Spirit, he will have joy before God. Joy proves that one has right life before God.

3) If we walk in righteousness to God, to men and to everything, we will have peace with God, with men and with everything and will naturally be filled with joy in the Holy Spirit.

4) The church is the vivid manifestation of the kingdom of God. Therefore, if we manifest righteousness, peace and joy in our church life, men will see the kingdom of God.

5) This verse here shows that accepting believers who have different opinions is absolutely connected with living in the reality of the kingdom of God. Righteousness, peace and joy can only be manifested truly by our receiving others. If we refuse to receive, there will be no righteousness, or peace or joy, proving that we have not lived in the reality of the kingdom of God to be subject to God’s authority. 

Rom. 14:18 “For he who serves Christ in these things is acceptable to God and approved by men.”


YLT: “for he who in these things is serving the Christ, acceptable to God and approved of men.” 

Literal Meaning: “he who serves Christ in these things”, “these things” refer to righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

  “Is acceptable to God and approved by men”, to serve Christ in this way makes both God and men rejoice. 

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) To serve Christ in things concerning righteousness, peace and joy (v.17) is real service. Otherwise, even though one does right outwardly, it is still vain.

2) Actually, “righteousness, peace and joy” are manifestation of Christ. To manifest Christ is the best service to Christ and is acceptable to God and approved by men.

3) We serve the Lord and please Him in things concerning righteousness, peace and joy, not drinking or eating (v.17). We should have clear judgment of ourselves, but should never let others be sacrifice of our judgment.

Rom. 14:19 “Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace and the things by which one may edify another.”


YLT: “So, then, the things of peace may we pursue, and the things of building up one another;” 

Literal Meaning: “therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace”, “therefore”, it draws a conclusion from verse 17 to 18. “Peace”, it shows that the pursuit of good interpersonal relationship in the church is more important than the pursuit of knowledge in letter. 

  “And things by which one may edify another”, “edify another”: be built together. 

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Christians should pay more attention to “brethren’s dwelling together in unity” (Ps. 133:1) than the belief of personal practice.

2) When we put our belief into practice, we should consider whether such action will affect the peace of brothers and our relationship.

3) All things are lawful, but all are not profitable. All things are lawful, but all do not edify. Let no one seek his own, but that of the others (1Cor. 10:23-24). 

Rom. 14:20 “Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food. All things indeed are pure, but it is evil for the man who eats with offense. ”


YLT: “for the sake of victuals cast not down the work of God; all things, indeed, pure, but evil to the man who is eating through stumbling.” 

Literal Meaning: “do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food”, “the object of the work of God is mainly believers (Eph. 2:10) and the church (2Cor. 3:9)”. Therefore, “destroy the work of God”, it on one hand means believers whose faith is weak are stumbled and on the other hand refers to the destruction to the building of the church. 

  “All things indeed are pure”, it is spoken to those whose faith is strong (see v.14).

  “But it is evil for the man who eats with offense”, if he who is strong in faith eats without considering the feeling of those who are weak in faith and even makes them fall, it is evil. 

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) To serve the Lord is to accomplish the building with Him together, so we should never do any work to pull the building down. If any most right thing may destroy the work of God, we would rather not do it.

2) The Lord says, “But whosoever shall offend one of these little ones who believe in me, it were profitable for him that a great millstone had been hanged upon his neck and he be sunk in the depths of the sea.” (Matt. 18:6). 

Rom. 14:21 “It is good neither to eat meat nor drink wine nor do anything by which your brother stumbles or is offended or is made weak.”


YLT: “Right not to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor to I,                    n which thy brother doth stumble, or is made to fall, or is weak.” 

Literal Meaning: “it is good neither to eat meat nor drink wine nor do anything”, here, food and doing are mentioned together to represent all the walking before men.

  “By which your brother stumbles or is offended or is made weak”, one should abstain from things that may stumble his brothers and shall control himself.

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) He who is strong in faith has the responsibility of caring for those who are weak in faith. And he should be willing to sacrifice his liberty in Christ in order to prevent his brothers from being offended.

2) The more spiritual one is, the more he shall care for the feeling of others. The more grown one’s spiritual life is, the more he can give up himself and consider others in everything.

Rom. 14:22 “Do you have faith? Have it to yourself before God. Happy is he who does not condemn himself in what he approves. ”


YLT: “Thou hast faith! to thyself have before God; happy is he who is not judging himself in what he doth approve,” 

Literal Meaning: “you have faith”, it means that one believes he can eat all things. 

  “Have it to yourself before God”, your belief in food is a personal matter before God. You should be responsible to God, but not force others to have the same belief. 

  “Happy is he who does not condemn himself in what he approves.” ---- “In what he approves”, it means that one holds that it has no problem to eat any food before God. “Do not condemn himself”, one has no condemnation in his conscience since he has not stumbled others. “Happy”, he is happy for he shall not be condemned because of this thing. 

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) We often measure others by ourselves. Actually, the portion of everyone given by God is different, and each of us has what is of our own. Therefore, we should not measure others, but keep before God.

2) After we have been saved, our conscience is revived and we have obtained the indwelling Spirit. If there is anything wrong, there will be the feeling of condemnation in us. Therefore, if we feel no condemnation, doubt, or inappropriateness of all our words and deeds in our conscience, it proves that God has pleased us and we will be blessed.

3) The Lord says, “For there is a necessity for the stumbling-blocks to come. Yet woe to that man by whom the offence comes!” (Matt. 18:7). Therefore, happy is he who walks carefully in the church and stumble no one.

Rom. 14:23 “But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because he does not eat from faith; for whatever is not from faith is sin.”


YLT: “and he who is making a difference, if he may eat, hath been condemned, because not of faith; and all that not of faith is sin.” 

Literal Meaning: “he who doubts is condemned if he eats”, he who is weak in faith has doubts of the cleanness of food (see v.1-2, 14) on one hand and on the other hand he eats when seeing that others eat. Therefore, he is condemned in himself. 

  “Because he does not eat from faith”, he does not eat because he is convinced that he can eat. That is to say, he eats in spite of doubts in him.   

“For whatever is not from faith is sin”, “condemn” refers to sense of quilt, and “sin” relates to transgression. 

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) If we have doubts about anything, or we hesitate to do anything, it is better for us not do it.

2) Any work that believer forces him to do is often not of faith, and it is sin in the eyes of God. 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【The Principle of the Church Life】

A. The principle of faith (v.1-5) ---- one should have faith, no matter he is weak or strong;

B. The principle of thanks (v.6) ---- one can eat all things as long as he gives thanks to God;

C. The principle of being for the Lord (v.6-9) ---- everyone does to the Lord and lives to the Lord;

D. The principle of being responsible to God (v.10-12) ---- everyone shall be responsible to God and give account of himself to God.

E. The principle of love (v.13-16) ---- if one stumbles his brothers, he has not walked in love;

F. The principle of the kingdom:

1. The kingdom of God is righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, not eating and drinking (v.17-19).

2. The work of God is man, not things.

3. One should walk by faith, not in doubts. 

【The Oneness in Christ ---- the Attitude We Should Have Towards Those Who Have Different Opinions】

E. Why do we have different opinions?

a) Because we have different interpretation on the Scriptures.

b) Because we have different life background (difference in life environment and cultural tradition).

F. We shall keep the principle of oneness of believers:

a) We shall receive one another (v.1-3), not despise nor judge others.

b) We shall respect one another (v.4) and keep pure faith.

c) We shall be responsible to the Lord (v.5-12).

【Why Should Believers Not Judge One Another?】

A. Because God has received him (v.3);

B. Because one has his own master, and the Lord is able to make him stand (v.4); 

C. Because one is responsible to the Lord (v.6); 

D. Because one lives to the Lord, and dies to the Lord (v.7-9);

E. Because it is God that judges him (v.10-12);

F. Because judgment is to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our his way (v.13);

【The Pursuit in Christ ---- the Pursuit of Peace】

G. One should no longer judge one another (v.13):

a) One should not “judge” others ---- not consider oneself always right;

b) One should not “judge” one another ---- not judge others to respond to others; 

c) One should “no longer” judge one another ---- one shall cast off the habit of judgment;

H. One should not let his good be spoken of as evil (v.16-17):

a) One should not focus only on the liberty obtained from the knowledge of truth but ignore the opinions or feeling of others and cause loss to the spiritual life of others.

b) Firstly, one’s behavior should be guided by love.

c) Secondly, one’s behavior should be guided by spiritual moral merits. 

I. One should not seek to please himself (Rom. 15:1):

a) The life of Christians is not self-centered, but paying attention to the feeling of others.

b) He who imitates the examples of Christ (Rom. 15:2-3) can live out the principle of “not pleasing himself”. 

【The Principle of Life of the Kingdom】

D. Principles in positive aspects:

1. One shall walk in love (v.15).

2. One shall seek righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit (v.17). 

3. One shall seek to be acceptable to God and approved by men (v.18). 

4. One shall peace and the things by which one may edify another (v.19). 

5. One shall have faith. All things are of faith (v.22-23). 

E. Principles in negative aspects: (v.11):

1. One should not judge one another for the sake of food (v.13).

2. One should not destroy oneself because of food (v.14). 

3. One should not cause his brother to fall or destroy him (v.15, 20-21). 

4. One should not let his good be spoken of as evil (v.16). 

5. One should not destroy the work of God for the sake of food (v.20). 

6. One should do nothing in doubts (v.22-23). 

【One Shall Sympathize With the One Who Is Weak in Faith】

A. One shall not put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in his brother's way (v.13).

B. One shall not let his brother be grieved, for it is not walking in love (v.15).

C. One shall not corrupt his brother, for Christ has died for him (v.15).

D. One shall not let his good be spoken of as evil (v.16).

E. One shall establish good interpersonal relationship (v.18-19).

F. One shall not cause his brother to fall to destroy the work of God (v.20-21).

G. One shall not hurt the faith of others before God (v.22-23).

Romans Chapter Fifteen
I. Content of the Chapter
【Conditions that Believers Should Have Among Them】

P. We should bear with the weakness of one another (v.1-4).

Q. We should be like-minded toward one another (v.5-6).

R. We should receive one another (v.7-13).

【The Fellowship in the End】

A. Paul described his ministry:

1. Be a minister ministering the gospel of God to the Gentiles (v.14-19);

2. Be unwilling to build on another man's foundation (v.20-21).

B. Paul foreshowed his journey:

1. He desired to go to Spain through Rome (v.22-24, 28-29).

2. He now went to Jerusalem to minister to the saints (v.25-27).

3. He requested for prayers for his whereabouts (v.30-33).

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Rom. 15:1 “We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the weak, and not to please ourselves.”


YLT: “And we ought -- we who are strong -- to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please ourselves;” 
Meaning of Words: “strong”: powerful; “bear”: carry, take up, lift;

Literal Meaning: “we who are strong”, it refers those who think “they may eat all things” in the previous chapter (Rom. 14:2). “We”, the word indicates that Paul lists himself into them, for he “knows and is convinced by the Lord Jesus that there is nothing unclean of itself” (Rom. 14:14).

  “Ought to bear with the scruples of the weak”, “bear”, it means “bearing” the burdens of others (Gal. 6:2) ---- it is not only patience and longsuffering, but support and service in love furthermore (Gal. 5:13). “The weak”, it refers to those who are weak in faith ---- they eat vegetables only (Rom. 14:1-2).

  “Not to please ourselves”, one is not self-centered and does not live for his own favor or profit. 

  Paul uses three “for”s to explain why we do not please ourselves in verse two to four, but the first “for” in verse two and the last one in verse four are missed in Chinese Union Version :

1) “For” let each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to edification (v.2).

2) “For even Christ did not please Himself; but as what is written in the Scriptures (v.3).
3) “For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope (v.4).
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If one has not stooped down himself first, he can not bear with the scruples of others. If he who is strong in faith is always too proud to be unwilling to humble himself, he cannot bear with the weakness of others.

2) If one desires to bear with others, he must put down the burden of himself in him (to give up his own ideas) and does not seek others to do anything for him, but only seeks to lower his shoulder. 

Rom. 15:2 “Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to edification.”


YLT: “for let each one of us please the neighbor for good, unto edification,” 

Literal Meaning: “let each of us please his neighbor for his good”, “neighbor” refers to those who are near. Here, it is brothers and sisters in the church. 

  “Leading to edification”, when believers get along with each other in the church, everyone should not cause others to fall, but seek to edify others. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The life of Christians is a life of sacrificing oneself but benefiting others. The goal of Christian’s life is not exalting oneself, but perfecting the whole body.

2) The building of the church is in love, not in knowledge, and by life, not by methods (Eph. 4:15-16).

Rom. 15:3 “For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, "The reproaches of those who reproached You fell on Me." ”


YLT: “for even the Christ did not please himself, but, according as it hath been written, `The reproaches of those reproaching Thee fell upon me;'” 

Literal Meaning: “for even Christ did not please Himself”, Christ fell on the earth and was completely misunderstood, mocked and despised by man, but He still took the good will of God as His satisfaction (Matt. 11:26). He said, “The Son of man did not come to be served, but to serve” (Matt. 20:28). Before going to the cross, He still prayed, “nevertheless not as I will, but as You will (Matt. 26:39). He did not please Himself at all. 

  “As it is written”, the following Scriptures are quoted from the Book of Psalm (69:9).

  “The reproaches of those who reproached You fell on Me”, “You” refers to God; “Me” relates to the righteous in affliction, here is Christ. Paul quotes this Old scripture to explain that how willing the Lord Jesus is to endure the enmity of men towards God. This is the proof of His not pleasing Himself. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The nature of the flesh is always seeking to please oneself ---- to walk according to one’s own ideas and habits and lust for one’s own gain. The nature of Christ is “not pleasing Himself” ---- give up his own ideas, and not insist on his own interest and disregard his own gain and etc.

2) Those who live according to the principle of pleasing themselves, they will naturally judge and stumble one another. Those who do not live for pleasing themselves, they will naturally “edify one another” (v.2) and be “like-minded toward one another” (v.5), and “receive one another” (v.7). Therefore, whether the condition of a church is normal is decided by whether the whole members are willing to live in the principle of Christ. 

Rom. 15:4 “For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.”


YLT: “for, as many things as were written before, for our instruction were written before, that through the endurance, and the exhortation of the Writings, we might have the hope.” 

Meaning of Words: “comfort”: encouragement; 

Literal Meaning: “for whatever things were written before were for our learning”, it explains that why Paul quotes words in the Old Testament to prove Christ does not please Himself, because what were written in the Scriptures were examples for us in the last days (1Cor. 10:6, 11). The value of the Scriptures is to reveal we Christians what life we should lead. 

  “That we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope”, it suggests that we shall learn to imitate the example of Christ’s patience and suffering from the teachings in the Scriptures so that we shall obtain comfort and have hope for Christ and future. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work (2Tim. 3:16-17).

2) Tribulations works patience and comfort, and patience and comfort finally bring about hope (see Rom. 5:3-4; 2Cor. 1:4, 10).

3) The one who lives for others and denies himself more seems to be afflicted, but he really rejoices, for he will obtain hope before God finally. On the contrary, he who profits himself more but lets others suffer loss seems to be glad, but is really troubled, for he loses hope. 

Rom. 15:5 “Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be like-minded toward one another, according to Christ Jesus,”


YLT: “And may the God of the endurance, and of the exhortation, give to you to have the same mind toward one another, according to Christ Jesus;” 

Meaning of Words: “comfort”: encouragement;

Literal Meaning: “may the God of patience and comfort”, our patience and comfort produced from the Scriptures are of God.

  “Grant you to be like-minded toward one another”, it shows that the oneness of believers is of God (John 17:11, 21-23; Eph. 4:3).

  “According to Christ Jesus”, it is not according to reasons or knowledge, but taking Christ Jesus as the example of the church life and minding what is also in Christ Jesus. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) If we believers want to be like-minded toward one another, we should overcome the difficulty resulted from the dissimilarities. It needs patience and comfort, and patience and comfort are of God.

2) “Be like-minded toward one another”, it is not say believers should not have different ideas about knowledge and things, but should consider others in love instead of insisting on their views ---- this is according to Christ Jesus. 

Rom. 15:6 “that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.”


YLT: “that with one accord -- with one mouth -- ye may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ;” 

Literal Meaning: “you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the God”, “one mind”: have the same mind inside; “one mouth”: speak the same word in mouth. If we want to have one mouth, we should firstly have one mind. If we want to have one mind, we should firstly mind what Christ Jesus minds (see v.5; Phil. 2:5). 

“And Father of our Lord Jesus Christ”, “Father” particularly emphasizes that God is the origin of life. Through the Lord Jesus, we can obtain His life and disposition. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The best testimony of the church in the world is “one mind and one mouth”, for it is exactly opposite to the condition of Babel ---- they understand one another's speech (Gen. 11:7) ---- the world is divided again and again for the sake of races, languages, thoughts and mind and etc. Believers become one because of the same Lord.

2) What believers can glorify God most is “one mind and one mouth” ---- it is because they are according to Christ Jesus (see v.5) so that Christ Jesus shall be manifested on us (see John 17:23).

3) Only when we let Christ Jesus reign in our mind and mouth ---- think what he desires us to think and say what he desires us to say ---- can we be “one mind and one mouth”. 

Rom. 15:7 “Therefore receive one another, just as Christ also received us, to the glory of God.”


YLT: “wherefore receive ye one another, according as also the Christ did receive us, to the glory of God.” 


Literal Meaning: “therefore, receive one another”, “therefore”, it indicates that this verse is a conclusion drawn from previous verses. “Receive one another”, it is difficult to receive one another by our nature, for we have great differences in thinking and things that we please. However, the example of Christ Jesus makes us not seek our own pleasure and receive one another without caring for ourselves. 

    “Receive one another”, it points that he who is strong in faith receive he who is weak (Rom. 14:1) and he who is weak in faith shall receive he who is strong.

“Just as Christ also received us”, we are truly unworthy of being received by Christ according to our nature, but he has received the reproaches that should be fallen upon us (see v.3) and even has risen from the dead for us (Rom. 14:9). He has received us unconditionally. We should also receive one another as Christ received us. 

The acceptance of Christ is the acceptance of God (Rom. 14:3). What Christ receives is what God receives. We should receive all that God and Christ have received in spite of the extent of faith, or views upon the knowledge, or doings of spiritual things. Even though there are great divergences, we should still receive one another. 

“To the glory of God”, there are two meanings: 1) Believers shall receive one another so that they can glorify God. 2) Believers’ receiving one another should be like the receiving of Christ so that they can glorify God. 

Rom. 15:8 “Now I say that Jesus Christ has become a servant to the circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises made to the fathers,”


YLT: “And I say Jesus Christ to have become a ministrant of circumcision for the truth of God, to confirm the promises to the fathers,” 
Meaning of Words: “truth”: reality, verity;
Literal Meaning: “I say that Jesus Christ… for the truth of God”, all that is fulfilled by Christ who came into the world is to declare God (John 1:18) and to perfectly manifest the truth and faithfulness of God. 
“Has become a servant to the circumcision”, “the circumcision” refers to the Jews; “servant” is the servant who serves them. When the Lord Jesus was on the earth, He regarded serving the Jews as the chief mission (see Matt. 15:24).

“To confirm the promises made to the fathers”, “promises made to the fathers” refer to the promises of God to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. That Christ has become the servant of the Jews has confirmed the promises of God to their fathers, thus manifesting the truth and faithfulness of God. 

Rom. 15:9 “and that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy, as it is written: "For this reason I will confess to You among the Gentiles, And sing to Your name." ”


YLT: “and the nations for kindness to glorify God, according as it hath been written, `Because of this I will confess to Thee among nations, and to Thy name I will sing praise,'” 


Literal Meaning: “and that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy”, Christ was not only the servant of the Jews as well as that of the gentiles (who are truly of the circumcision, see Rom. 2:26; Col. 2:11). The former is to manifest the faithfulness of God, and the latter is to show the mercy of God. 

    Note that “glorify God” is mentioned the third time in the short four verses. 

“As it is written”, the following words are quoted from the second Book of Samuel (22:50) and the Book of Psalm (18:49).

“For this reason I will confess to You among the Gentiles, And sing to Your name.” ---- “I” refers to David and his seed, namely the anointed one (2Sam. 22:51; Ps. 18:50), which refers to the Jews in a broad sense and Christ in a narrow sense. “You” refers to God. It means that the gentiles and the Jews are gathered together and praise God and sing to God and glorify God. 
Rom. 15:10 “And again he says: "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people!" ”


YLT: “and again it saith, `Rejoice ye nations, with His people;'” 


Literal Meaning: “and again he says”, the following words are quoted from the Book of Deuteronomy (32:43). 

    “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people!” ---- “His people” refers to the Jews. 

Rom. 15:11 “And again: "Praise the LORD, all you Gentiles! Laud Him, all you peoples!" ”


YLT: “and again, `Praise the Lord, all ye nations; and laud Him, all ye peoples;'” 


Literal Meaning: “and again”, the following words are quoted from the Book of Psalm (117:1).

    “Praise the LORD, all you Gentiles! Laud Him, all you peoples!” ---- “All you peoples” refer to all the nations, namely, the Gentiles. 
Rom. 15:12 “And again, Isaiah says: "There shall be a root of Jesse; And He who shall rise to reign over the Gentiles, In Him the Gentiles shall hope." ”


YLT: “and again, Isaiah saith, `There shall be the root of Jesse, and he who is rising to rule nations -- upon him shall nations hope;'” 

Literal Meaning: “again, Isaiah says”, the following words are quoted from the Book of Isaiah (11:10).

  “There shall be a root of Jesse”, “Jesse”, the father of king David (Matt. 1:6), here represents the Jews. On one hand, Christ is the seed of David and is begotten by Jesse. On the other hand, He is “a root of Jesse”, and He is the hope for the Jews ---- a big tree that is cut off ---- if they want to sprout and bear fruit again (see Is. 10:32-11:1).

“And He who shall rise to reign over the Gentiles”, it is “being set as the great banner for the Gentiles” in the original of the Old Testament. That is to say, being raised is a sign of showing kindness to the Gentiles. Paul here implies that Christ shall rise to be the Savior of the whole world and the Gentiles shall bend theirs knees before Him. 

“In Him the Gentiles shall hope”, it is “the Gentiles shall seek Him” in the original of the Old Testament. “Hope Him” is “seeking Him” ---- take Him as the hope in hopelessness and help of helplessness. 
Enlightenment in the Word: Christ has become the servant to join the Jews and the Gentiles (see v.8-11). He is the Lord of all (Acts. 10:36) and the Savior of all (1Tim. 4:10). If we really magnify Him, we should receive all believers that are different from us. 
Rom. 15:13 “Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”


YLT: “and the God of the hope shall fill you with all joy and peace in the believing, for your abounding in the hope in power of the Holy Spirit.” 

Meaning of Words: “all”: any, every, the whole; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Many believers lack joy and peace, for they do not know the God they believe ---- who is not only a God who redeems us, but also a God who gives us hope. God is not only concerned about our future, but also our life today. 

2) God is a God of hope. Therefore, He creates the morning in a day, Sunday in a week, the first day of a month, and the first day of a year so that we have new beginning and new hope. 

Rom. 15:14 “Now I myself am confident concerning you, my brethren, that you also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another.”


YLT: “And I am persuaded, my brethren -- I myself also -- concerning you, that ye yourselves also are full of goodness, having been filled with all knowledge, able also one another to admonish;” 


Literal Meaning: “I myself am confident concerning you, my brethren, that you also are full of goodness”, “be full of goodness”, it means that one has obtained the good and divine nature in the new life because of believing the Lord. 

“Filled with all knowledge”, it refers to the spiritual knowledge obtained through learning to live a normal church life. 

“Admonish one another”, it relates to the behaviors in love that all believers of the Lord must have (see Heb. 10:24). 

Rom. 15:15 “Nevertheless, brethren, I have written more boldly to you on some points, as reminding you, because of the grace given to me by God,”


YLT: “and the more boldly I did write to you, brethren, in part, as putting you in mind, because of the grace that is given to me by God,” 


Literal Meaning: “I have written more boldly to you on some points”, “you” refers to saints in Rome, for the church in Rome was not established by Paul. Therefore, Paul felt constrained to write this epistle and he had to write more boldly to them. 

“As reminding you”, Paul had never been to Rome when he wrote this epistle (see Rom. 1:11), but he knew many saints in Rome (see Rom. 16). Therefore, they surely had heard of Paul, and Paul had briefly introduced himself in the outset of this epistle (Rom. 1:1, 5, 11-15; 9:1-3; 11:1, 12).

“Because of the grace given to me by God”, it indicates that the apostleship of Paul is of God’s grace (Gal. 2:9; Eph. 3:8). 


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Our service should be fulfilled through the grace of God. The work of God can only be done by the provision of God.

2) The strength of our service is not decided by our strength or weakness, but by whether we have drawn the divine grace sufficiently (2Cor. 12:9-10).

Rom. 15:16 “that I might be a minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering of the Gentiles might be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.”


YLT: “for my being a servant of Jesus Christ to the nations, acting as priest in the good news of God, that the offering up of the nations may become acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.” 

Meaning of Words: “minister”: minister who serves in the sanctuary (Heb. 8:2); “priest”: a man who offers sacrifices; “offer”: the actions of sacrifices; (the above-mentioned three words are in connection with offering). 

Literal Meaning: “that I might be a minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles”, Christ Jesus directly revealed to Paul and entrusted the mission of preaching to the Gentiles to Paul (Acts 9:15; 22:21; 26:18).

“Ministering the gospel of God, that the offering of the Gentiles”, Paul, the bondman of Christ Jesus, chiefly preached the gospel to the Gentiles. Such service of him was “ministering the gospel of God” ---- to offer the Gentiles he had gained in his preachment of the gospel as the offering to God. 

“Might be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit”, the Gentiles were filthy and unclean (see Acts 11:8-9, 18). However, they are sanctified and have become the offering acceptable to God due to the work of the Holy Spirit. 

This verse has mentioned seven great elements of the service of Christian:

1) The reason for service is grace “given to me” by God (see v.15).

2) The content of service is the gospel of God.

3) The status of service is to be the minister of Jesus Christ and the priest of God.

4) The object of service is the Gentiles (unbelievers).

5) The work of service is to gain the Gentiles and make them sanctified and offer them as the offering of God. 

6) The power of service is the Holy Spirit.

7) The goal of service is to be acceptable by God.

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Today we are bondmen of Christ Jesus (Rom. 14:4) as well as priests of God (1Pet. 2:9). The goal of our service is to gain those who do not believe for the Lord and for God. 

2) Priests are those who stand between God and men ---- they bring God to men, and also bring men to God. Therefore, we shall preach the gospel and bear witness to men for God and make men turn to God.

3) The ministry of priests in the New Testament is wider than the Old Testament, including the preachment of the gospel. Paul says he is not only “an apostle separated to God's glad tidings” (Rom. 1:1) and “a minister of the gospel” as well. The minister of gospel on one hand gives the Son of God as the glad tidings to men on behalf of God, and offers those who have been saved through the gospel as sanctified offering to God. Oh, how glorious the ministry is!

4) Many Christians pay attention to the matter of offering, but they seldom observe whether the sacrifice they offered is acceptable to God (see Lev. 10:1-3). 

Rom. 15:17 “Therefore I have reason to glory in Christ Jesus in the things which pertain to God.”


YLT: “I have, then, a boasting in Christ Jesus, in the things pertaining to God,” 


Literal Meaning: “I have reason to glory in Christ Jesus”, from this verse to verse seventeen, Paul mentioned the accomplishments among the Gentiles when he preached the gospel. But he did not boast of himself, but that how Christ and the Holy Spirit enabled him to fulfill the ministry. 

Rom. 15:18 “For I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ has not accomplished through me, in word and deed, to make the Gentiles obedient--”


YLT: “for I will not dare to speak anything of the things that Christ did not work through me, to obedience of nations, by word and deed,” 

Literal Meaning: “to make the Gentiles obedient”, Paul chiefly worked for the obedience of faith among all the nations (Rom. 1:5).

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Though Paul had full wisdom and strength and was profound and extensive in learning, he even did not dare to boast about anything which Christ had not accomplished through him, let alone us who fall further short of Paul in every aspect. Therefore, we should not boast of any cleverness or intelligence of ourselves. He that boasts, let him boast in Lord (see 1Cor. 1:31).

2) Christians are vessels of God in His hand, not agents of God. If we have some fulfillments in our service, we should give glory to God. 

3) If we want to work for the Lord, we shall wait for the power of the Holy Spirit (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8).

4) “If one lets the Holy Spirit work without any reservation, he will be fully used by the Lord.” Muddy was deeply moved by these words and finally became an evangelist that was greatly used by God. 

Rom. 15:19 “in mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God, so that from Jerusalem and round about to Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.”


YLT: “in power of signs and wonders, in power of the Spirit of God; so that I, from Jerusalem, and in a circle as far as Illyricum, have fully preached the good news of the Christ;” 

Literal Meaning: “and round about to Illyricum”, “Illyricum” was located in the northwestern part of Greece and was near Macedonia, including Yugoslavia and the northern part of Albania. It was a less developed area in Europe at that time. It was not mentioned of Paul’s work here in the Book of Acts. He might have been stayed there for a short time. 

“I have fully preached the gospel of Christ”, “have fully preached”, have preached the gospel of Christ everywhere. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We possibly need not go to a place as far as “Illyricum”, but the family, school and office may just be the right places where God asks us to go to preach the gospel for Him.

2) And besides, the gospel of Christ should not be restricted in the environment that we live around, but be spread over the whole world. 

Rom. 15:20 “And so I have made it my aim to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named, lest I should build on another man's foundation,”


YLT: “and so counting it honour to proclaim good news, not where Christ was named -- that upon another's foundation I might not build --” 

Literal Meaning: “to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named”, this was a principle of Paul’s ministry, but he did not insist on this principle. For example, there had been already church in Rome, and he still desired to come to preach the gospel in Rome (Rom. 1:10-15). The reasons for Paul’s aim may be as follows:

1) He was entrusted by the Lord to preach the gospel to the Gentiles mainly.

2) At that time, the area that had not been covered by the gospel was rather large.

3) He was unwilling to reach the measure of the rule which God had distributed to him (2Cor. 10:13).

4) “Lest he should build on another man's foundation”.

“Lest I should build on another man's foundation”, in the negative aspect, it was in order to avoid unnecessary conflicts with other workers. In positive aspect, by the grace of God given to him, he focused on laying the foundation as an architect (see 1Cor. 3:10) instead of building upon the foundation. In other words, he paid more attention to planting than watering (see 1Cor. 3:6). However, it did not mean that Paul lacked the grace of building the church and watering believers. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Paul on one hand had great ambition before the Lord and on the other he did not dare to boast of himself before men. This is a great example of balance of the Lord’s workers.

2) The workers of God shall be beside themselves to God, and be sober to men (see 2Cor. 5:13).

Rom. 15:21 “but as it is written: "To whom He was not announced, they shall see; And those who have not heard shall understand." ”


YLT: “but according as it hath been written, `To whom it was not told concerning him, they shall see; and they who have not heard, shall understand.'” 


Literal Meaning: “but as it is written”, the verse behind is quoted from the Book of Isaiah (52:15). 

“To whom He was not announced, they shall see; And those who have not heard shall understand”. ---- Paul quoted this verse to show that his aim of preach the gospel not where Christ was named was just according to God’s will of preaching the gospel. 

Rom. 15:22 “For this reason I also have been much hindered from coming to you.”


YLT: “Wherefore, also, I was hindered many times from coming unto you,” 


Literal Meaning: please see the first chapter of this book, verse thirteen. 

Rom. 15:23 “But now no longer having a place in these parts, and having a great desire these many years to come to you,”


YLT: “and now, no longer having place in these parts, and having a longing to come unto you for many years,” 

Literal Meaning: “but now no longer having a place in these parts”, “now”: when Paul wrote this book. “These parts” referred to both the east and north sides of the Mediterranean Sea. “No longer having a place”, it did not mean all the people there had believed the Lord, but that the gospel had already been preached there. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “Fully preached” (v.19) and “no longer having a place in these parts” present the faithful attitude of Paul’s service ---- he was on the run everywhere and preached the gospel diligently.

2) This verse reveals us two spiritual principles of serving the Lord: 1) he who serves the Lord should not more to other places until he has fully fulfilled what God has entrusted to him at that time and in that place. 2) If he who serves the Lord has fulfilled his ministration in one place, he shall receive further burden and guidance and preach Christ to further places. One should not mechanically linger in one place and hold closely what he has done. 

Rom. 15:24 “whenever I journey to Spain, I shall come to you. For I hope to see you on my journey, and to be helped on my way there by you, if first I may enjoy your company for a while. ”


YLT: “when I may go on to Spain I will come unto you, for I hope in going through, to see you, and by you to be set forward thither, if of you first, in part, I shall be filled.” 

Literal Meaning: “Spain”, according to the geographic knowledge at that time, man thought Spain was the end of the earth. Therefore, Paul had the burden to preach the testimony of the Lord to the end of the earth according to the command of the Lord before His ascension (Acts 1:8). 
    “To be helped on my way there by you”, this is an implicative way of speaking. He hoped that the church in Rome could be the base of operations of preaching the gospel westwards and thus support him in prayer and substance. 

Rom. 15:25 “But now I am going to Jerusalem to minister to the saints.”


YLT: “And, now, I go on to Jerusalem, ministering to the saints;” 

Meaning of Words: “minister”: serve; 

Rom. 15:26 “For it pleased those from Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor among the saints who are in Jerusalem.”


YLT: “for it pleased Macedonia and Achaia well to make a certain contribution for the poor of the saints who in Jerusalem;” 

Meaning of Words: “make”: do, fulfill; “contribution”: fellowship; 
Literal Meaning: “Macedonia and Achaia”, Macedonia and Achaia were two provinces of the Roman Empire. Both of them equal to all the land of Greece today. 

  “It pleased …to make a certain contribution for the poor among the saints who are in Jerusalem”, it in the original meant that they were willing to have fellowship with the poor in Jerusalem in the want of substances (see 2Cor. 9:12). 
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Paul had fellowship with the Gentiles in the spiritual fullness that would be given to the Jews, and then the riches of gentile believers were distributed to the Jews. What good fellowship! Since it is out of love in life, it can be regarded as fellowship of love.

2) The devotion of substance is a kind of fellowship in Christ. Since it is fellowship, there must be giving and gaining. Possibly, one gives now for the lack of others, and later others give for the lack of oneself (2Cor. 8:14). Another condition is that one gives material things and receives spiritual blessings (Phil. 4:16-17).

Rom. 15:27 “It pleased them indeed, and they are their debtors. For if the Gentiles have been partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to minister to them in material things. ”


YLT: “for it pleased well, and their debtors they are, for if in their spiritual things the nations did participate, they ought also, in the fleshly things, to minister to them.” 

Meaning of Words: “partaker”: fellowship; “minister”: to serve as a minister; 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) There are several debts that Christian must repay: a) the debt of forgiving others (Matt. 18:32-35); b) the debt of preaching the gospel (Rom. 1:14-15); c) the debt of sharing spiritual things, which can be paid by sharing material things.

2) Though spiritual grace cannot be bought or sold, those who have been saved by grace are willing to share their possessions with those who have helped them for the sake of the Lord. It is reasonable and acceptable to God. 

Rom. 15:28 “Therefore, when I have performed this and have sealed to them this fruit, I shall go by way of you to Spain.”


YLT: “This, then, having finished, and having sealed to them this fruit, I will return through you, to Spain;” 

Meaning of Words: “seal”: seal up, stamp; 

Literal Meaning: “have sealed to them this fruit”, “this fruit” refers to the contribution; “them” refers to the poor among the saints in Jerusalem (see v.26). 

  
Enlightenment in the Word: Christians should provide for things honest before men in regards to money, lest we are spoken of as evil (2Cor. 8:20-21). 

Rom. 15:29 “But I know that when I come to you, I shall come in the fullness of the blessing of the gospel of Christ.”


YLT: “and I have known that coming unto you -- in the fulness of the blessing of the good news of Christ I shall come.” 


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The full grace is in Christ. In Christ, there is full grace. The presence of the Lord is in the fellowship with brothers (Matt. 18:20). Therefore, living in the fellowship with brothers is the way of enjoying the full grace of Christ.

2) Paul had not only said about the full gospel of Christ to the saints in Rome through this epistle, but also would bring “the fullness of the blessing of Christ of the gospel” to them. It shows that such a servant of God what he has said about is what he is experiencing, and what is preached in his mouth is what is manifest in him. How much rather shall we do like this?

Rom. 15:30 “Now I beg you, brethren, through the Lord Jesus Christ, and through the love of the Spirit, that you strive together with me in prayers to God for me,”


YLT: “And I call upon you, brethren, through our Lord Jesus Christ, and through the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in the prayers for me unto God,” 


Literal Meaning: “that you strive together with me in prayers to God for me”, “with”: to work together; “strive”: struggle in company with, exert one’s full strength; 


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The love of the Holy Spirit is the original power of our striving to do the work of the Lord. Without the love of the Holy Spirit, we shall not strive to work, nor have true prayers.

2) If the workers of the Lord strive to preach the gospel and look after the saints and believers strive to pray for the workers of the Lord, such striving will produce surpassing power and amazing result. 

3) Even the great apostle Paul does need prayers of brothers and sisters. And we can clearly see that there is no true service without prayers behind. All of us should pray for evangelists so that the works of God can be fulfilled smoothly.

4) Any worker that has great gifts can not live without the support of the members of the Lord’s body. In spiritual battle field, no one shall fight the battles alone. 

Rom. 15:31 “that I may be delivered from those in Judea who do not believe, and that my service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints,”


YLT: “that I may be delivered from those not believing in Judea, and that my ministration, that for Jerusalem, may become acceptable to the saints;” 

Meaning of Words: “service”: ministry, aid;
Literal Meaning: this verse and the next verse reveal the three matters that Paul requests for their prayers:

1) “That I may be delivered from those in Judea who do not believe”, it is to pray for his works’ being kept from the hindrance and interruption of the enemy.

2) “And that my service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints”, it is to pray for the present work of him.

3) To pray for his journey and service in the future (v.32). 

Rom. 15:32 “that I may come to you with joy by the will of God, and may be refreshed together with you.”


YLT: “that in joy I may come unto you, through the will of God, and may be refreshed with you,” 

Enlightenment in the Word: those who carry the full grace of Christ (v.29), wherever they go, can always bring “rest” to those who are with them. The Lord Jesus has peace Himself, so He calls others to come to Him and receive peace (see Matt. 11:25-30). Therefore, if one he has no rest when he is getting along with other saints, he can not refresh others and even bring heavier burden to others. All of these prove that they lack the reality of the fullness of Christ  
Rom. 15:33 “Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen. ”


YLT: “and the God of the peace with you all. Amen.” 


Enlightenment in the Word: God is not only a God who gives peace, and He Himself is our eternal peace. It is an extremely great blessing for us that we have such a “peace of God” who dwells in us and is with us.  

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【The Virtues of Christians】

A. To please one another (v.1-2);

B. To be like-minded toward one another (v.5);

C. To receive one another (v.7);

D. To prove the words of God (v.8-13);

E. To admonish one another (v.14-19);

F. To supply one another (v.20-29);

G. To pray for one another (v.30-33);

【How Do Christians Imitate Christ?】
A. To imitate Him who did not please Himself (v.1-3);

B. To learn from Him who obtained patience, comfort and hope from God in the Scriptures (v.4-5);

C. To imitate Him who served in the world for the sake of glorifying God (v.6-9);

D. To imitate Him who brought both the Jews and the Gentiles unto God (v.8-12);

【The Ideal Condition of Building the Church】

A. He who is strong is faith shall bear with those who are weak (v.1-3).

B. Every believer can obtain learning from the Scriptures (v.4).

C. All believers can be like-minded toward one another, to the glory of God (v.5-6).

D. All believers can receive one another, without any difference (v.7-12).

E. Every believer is filled with the God of hope (v.13).

【God】
A. The God of patience and comfort (v.5);

B. The God of hope (v.13);

C. The God of peace (v.33);

【Life in Christ ---- Live in a Brighter Way (v.13)】
A. For we are filled with hope for our future;

1. Christians have the hope of “a better tomorrow” because of the guidance of God.

2. Christians can practically experience the presence and guidance of God through honoring Him, trusting in Him and having initiate fellowship with Him. 

B. For we are filled with joy and peace;

1. Faith enables man to be filled with joy and peace in abominable environment.

2. He who does not believe sees only the environment, but he who believes can see the God behind the difficulty.

3. How will we have firm faith?

a. Ask God to give us faith;

b. Faith comes from the word of God;

C. For we have strength to overcome the environment;

1. The power of the Holy Spirit gives us great hope in us.

2. How does the Holy Spirit help us to overcome our environment?

a. The comfort of the Holy Spirit (John 14:16);

b. The guidance of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:14);

3. How do we let the Holy Spirit work His power in us?

a. We shall walk by the Spirit and not quench the Spirit (1Thess. 5:19).

b. We should not grieve the Spirit of God (Eph. 4:30).

【The Growth in Christ ---- the Secret of Making Oneself Increase More (v.14)】
A. One shall “be full of goodness” ---- have a good heart and bright walking;

1. “Good” is “as guileless as the doves”. Goodness is the fruit that the Holy Spirit bears in believers.

2. Christians should have the virtue of “being full of good”, which includes two meanings:

a. Christians shall have good hearts.

b. Christians shall have good works.

B. One shall be willing to “be filled with all knowledge” ---- be willing to lay up knowledge and believe and obey the truth;

1. The “knowledge” here refers to the knowledge and pursuit of the truth and obedience to the truth.

2. Christians should lay up the knowledge about the truth (Pro. 10:14).

3. Christians should believe and obey the knowledge about the truth.

C. One shall desire to “be able also to admonish one another” ---- desire to admonish others and be willing to receive admonishments. 

1. Christians shall have wisdom to admonish others (Pro. 12:18; 10:13).

2. Christians shall be humble to receive the admonishments of others (Pro. 10:15).

【The Example of the Worker of the Lord】
A. He treats others graciously (v.14).

B. He is bold to remind others (v.15).

C. He is called to serve God in the gospel of Him (v.16).

D. He has reason to glory in the things which pertain to God (v.17-19).

E. He aims to preach the gospel, not where Christ was named (v.20-21).

F. He completely fulfills his ministry everywhere he goes (v.22-23).

G. He has vast vision ---- the whole world is his working place (v.24).

H. He has not forsaken the responsibility that he should assume at present (v.25-27).

I. He serves in the fullness of the grace of Christ (v.28-29).

J. He values the prayers of all the saints (v.30-32).

K. He prays for all the saints (v.33). 

【The Works of Service】
A. The content of the works ---- things of God (v.17);

B. The sphere of the works ---- in Christ Jesus (v.17);

C. Men in the works ---- Christ…through me (v.18) ---- the vessel of God;

D. The ways of the works ---- word and deed (v.18);

E. The power of the works ---- the power of mighty signs and wonders (the power of the hands of God), the power of the Spirit of God (v.18);

F. The result of the works ---- make… obedient (v.18);

G. The places of the works ---- have fully preached (v.19);

Romans Chapter Sixteen
I. Content of the Chapter
【The Fellowship in the End】
C. Introduction (v.1-2);

D. Greeting ---- the greeting of Paul himself (v.3-16);

E. Exhortation (v.17-20);

F. Greeting ---- to greet for the fellow-workers (v.21-24);

G. Praise (v.25-27); 

II. Verse by Verse commentary

Rom. 16:1 “I commend to you Phoebe our sister, who is a servant of the church in Cenchrea,”


YLT: “And I commend you to Phebe our sister -- being a ministrant of the assembly that in Cenchrea --” 

Meaning of Words: “commend”: introduce, ; “Phoebe”: illuminate, bright, glorious; “Cenchrea”:; “servant”: ministry; 

The Background: according to the custom of the early church, when a believer visited or moved to another church, there had to be an epistle to commend or introduce him by the original church he was in. 

Literal Meaning: “I commend to you Phoebe our sister”, it was inferred that this epistle was carried to Rome by Phoebe. She might stay in Rome temporarily or might move her house to Rome. 

“Who is a servant of the church in Cenchrea,” “Cenchrea” was a harbor nine kilometers away from in the east part outside of the city of Corinth. “Our sister…servant”: a sister who serves in the church. This name indicated that she was not a common sister who had some general service, but a minister who had specially appointed ministration (see 1Tim. 3:11). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The female minister shows that the works in the church are not decided by gender, but whether one’s life is mature, or whether one has good testimony in life, or whether one has talent or gift of service.

2) Concerning the service in the church, there is difference in function, not in personality, and in talent, not in life by nature. 

Rom. 16:2 “that you may receive her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the saints, and assist her in whatever business she has need of you; for indeed she has been a helper of many and of myself also. ”


YLT: “that ye may receive her in the Lord, as doth become saints, and may assist her in whatever matter she may have need of you -- for she also became a leader of many, and of myself.” 
Meaning of Words: “worthy of”: ……… ……; “helper”: protect, aid, support; 
Literal Meaning: “that you may receive her in the Lord”, to receive brothers and sisters from the heart. One may receive brothers and sisters in his heart first and then serve them outside. Otherwise, it will become vain and hypocritical. 

“In a manner worthy of the saints”, it means being suited to saints. On one hand our language and walking should be worthy of saints (Eph. 5:3), and our manner to saints should also be worthy of saints on the other hand. 

“And assist her in whatever business she has need of you”, it suggested that she was bound to have some task in Rome. 

“For indeed she has been a helper of many and of myself also”, “helper”, this word commonly referred to those who had possessions, reputation and status in the society at that time. 
Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Believers should often receive one another and have fellowship with the Lord. 

2) In the association of believers with each other, we should forsake the secular custom, but be worthy of saints. We should seek truth instead of falsehood, and holiness instead of filth. It is the spiritual reality that can please God, not apparent luxury.

3) “For indeed she has been a helper of many and of myself also”, not everyone can be an evangelist, but everyone can be a helper of an evangelist. He who perfects others is perfecting himself.

4) Everyone has his place in the church of God. As long as we are faithful to what is measured by the Lord to us, we shall be approved by the Lord.

Rom. 16:3 “Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus,”


YLT: “Salute Priscilla and Aquilas, my fellow-workmen in Christ Jesus --” 

Meaning of Words: “Priscilla”: smaller; “Aquila”: eagle; 
Literal Meaning: “greet Priscilla and Aquila”, they had been tent-makers in Corinth with Paul together (Acts 18:2-3) and served the Lord with Paul in Ephesus (1Cor. 16:19). Therefore, they had intimate relationship of fellow-workers. 

  The name of Priscilla is put before the name of her husband Aquila in many places of the Scriptures (Acts. 18:8, 26; 2Tim. 4:19), except for verse nineteen in the sixteenth chapter of the First Book of Corinth, where Aquila is firstly mentioned, for the truth that man is the head of woman is especially emphasized in the First Book of Corinth (see 1Cor. 11:3). The Bible exegetes have two presumptions of this case: 1) Priscilla was spiritually stronger. 2) Priscilla had higher social status before marriage. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) The phrase “in Christ” is mentioned for many times in this chapter. All our relationship with others should be in Christ, so should all our life and works.

2) Christ is not only our life (Col. 3:4) but also the center of our life (Phil.1:20-21). Therefore, all our contact with others, solicitude and respect for others and love to others should be according to the same position of “being in Christ”.

3) Spiritual fellowship is decided by whether both the two parts involved are in Christ. If one is not in Christ, there will be of no spiritual fellowship. 

Rom. 16:4 “who risked their own necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles.”


YLT: “who for my life their own neck did lay down, to whom not only I give thanks, but also all the assemblies of the nations --” 


Literal Meaning: “who risked their own necks for my life”, it indicated that they had risked their life to save Paul, but it was not recorded in the Scriptures. Perhaps, it happened when Paul was embroil in the riot in Ephesus (Acts 19:28-31). 

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Priscilla and Aquila were fellow workers of Paul. When Paul was in straitened circumstances, they received him and assisted him (see Acts 18:1-3). When Paul was in difficulty, they even risked their life for Paul’s life. Oh, how beautiful and valuable such fellow workers are!

2) Priscilla and Aquila were bound to be delivered from their selves, and sought the Lord and the Lord’s things only. Therefore, they could risk their life for Paul so as to let the servant of the Lord work for the Lord without hindrance.

3) Fellow workers today are usually separated not long after being gathered because of dissensions over opinions, domains, profits and etc. Besides, they attack each other in many ways and disclose the iniquities of others after separation. It is really good example of Paul’s remembrance of and love to his fellow workers.

Rom. 16:5 “Likewise greet the church that is in their house. Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of Achaia to Christ. ”


YLT: “and the assembly at their house; salute Epaenetus, my beloved, who is first-fruit of Achaia to Christ.” 

Meaning of Words: “Epaenetus”: praise; “Achaia”: east, dust; 
Literal Meaning: “likewise greet the church that is in their house”, there was not a particular location for saints to worship or have fellowship in early church times, so they were gathered in the houses of believers.

“Epaenetus, who is the firstfruits of Achaia to Christ”, he was the one who first believed the Lord in Achaia. 
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) It was rather uneasy that Epaenetus was bold to make up his mind to believe into the Lord Jesus when all the others around him were unwilling to receive the Lord. No wonder that the Lord remember him.

2) Sometimes, one may think that “he is sober and all the rest sleep deeply” in the church. Then, what is really important is “seeing no one but Jesus alone.” (Matt. 17:8).

3) In the world, the principle of service is the minority is subordinate to the majority. However, in spiritual things, “Many are they who enter in through the gate and way that lead to destruction. Few there be that find the way that leads unto life” (Matt. 7:13-14). Besides, many are called ones, but few chosen ones (Matt. 22:14).

Rom. 16:6 “Greet Mary, who labored much for us.”


YLT: “Salute Mary, who did labour much for us;” 
Meaning of Words: “Mary”: rebellion, bitterness; “much”: abundant, common; “labor”: fatigue, toil; 
Literal Meaning: “greet Mary”, there are six “Mary”s in the New Testament: 1) the Lord’s physical mother (Matt. 1:16); 2) Mary Magdalene (Matt. 27:56); 3) Mary in Bethany (John 11:1); 4) Mary, the wife of Cleophas (John 19:25); 5) M ary, the mother of Mark (Acts 12:12); 6) Mary in the church of Rome; 

“Who labored much for us”, “labor much”, it suggested in the original that she labored to a very fatigue condition.  
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We shall abound always in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in Lord (1Cor. 15:58).
2) The Lord will always remember all the toil of us for the sake of Him. Until one day, we may rest from our labors, and our works follow with them (Rev. 14:13).
Rom. 16:7 “Greet Andronicus and Junia, my countrymen and my fellow prisoners, who are of note among the apostles, who also were in Christ before me.”


YLT: “salute Andronicus and Junias, my kindred, and my fellow-captives, who are of note among the apostles, who also have been in Christ before me.” 

Meaning of Words: “Andronicus”: man of victory; “Junia”: young; 
Literal Meaning: “my countrymen and my fellow prisoners”, “countrymen” (see v.11, 21) here perhaps refers to bloodline relations or means that he is a Jewish brother ---- kinsmen (see Rom. 9:3). “Fellow prisoners”, the exact time was not mentioned in the Scriptures. It might be one time of Paul’s “being in prisons exceedingly abundant” (2Cor. 11:23). 

“Andronicus and Junia”, the names like “Andronicus”, “Apelles” (v.10) and “Nereus” (v.15) at that time showed that they were of, or servants of the household of Caesar, the Empire of Rome. 

“Who are of note among the apostles”, it has two explanations: 1) if the word “apostle” here was in broad sense, it indicated that they were of note among all the fellow workers sent by the churches. 2) If the word “apostle” here was in narrow sense, it revealed that they were regarded highly among the twelve apostles. Since there was a definite article before the “apostles”, many Bible exegetes agreed with the second explanations. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Saints in Rome might fail to recognize Andronicus and Junia until Paul said they were of note among the apostles. The worker of the Lord shall never seek his own reputation.

2) True reputation is not preached or gained by oneself, but is the honor given by others because of one’s full life, good works and life with good testimony.

3) Though Paul had already been of great reputation at that time, he still showed rather respect to both of the fellow workers in Christ before him. Today, there are many promising young people who have just got some accomplishments. However, they even despise the elders in the Lord and even neglect the spiritual guidance that the elders had given to them. May we all learn from Paul. 

Rom. 16:8 “Greet Amplias, my beloved in the Lord.”


YLT: “Salute Amplias, my beloved in the Lord;” 

Meaning of Words: “Amplias”: large;
The Background: according to the investigation of historians, names like “Amplias”, “Urbanus” (v.9), “Narcissus” (v.11), “Rufus” (v.13), “Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermas, Patrobas” (v.14), “Philologus and Julia” (v.15) were commonly used by slaves at that time. They might still use their names in the past after having been set free. 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Consider your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to flesh, not many powerful, not many high-born (1Cor. 1:26).

2) The church in Rome was comprised of nobles, slaves, male, female, the Jews, the Gentiles, those who had high social status, and those who were of note ---- they were all one in Christ (Gal. 3:28). The fellowship in Christ is beyond the barrier of races, culture, classes and gender. 

3) The premise of spiritual fellowship is not the same level that we are in. spiritual fellowship is completely beyond man’s background without counting one’s birth or social status. 

Rom. 16:9 “Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ, and Stachys, my beloved.”


YLT: “salute Arbanus, our fellow-workman in Christ, and Stachys, my beloved;” 
Meaning of Words: “Urbanus”: a city, urbane; “Stachys”: a corn of wheat; 

Rom. 16:10 “Greet Apelles, approved in Christ. Greet those who are of the household of Aristobulus. ”


YLT: “salute Apelles, the approved in Christ; salute those of the of Aristobulus;” 

Meaning of Words: “Apelles”: gifted by Apollos god; “Aristobulus”: the most instructed, the best counselor; 
Rom. 16:11 “Greet Herodion, my countryman. Greet those who are of the household of Narcissus who are in the Lord. ”


YLT: “salute Herodion, my kinsman; salute those of the of Narcissus, who are in the Lord;” 

Meaning of Words: “Herodion”: the bondman of Herod; “Narcissus”: lost;
Literal Meaning: “Herodion, my countryman”, “countryman”: please see the commentary of verse seven. 

Rom. 16:12 “Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, who have labored in the Lord. Greet the beloved Persis, who labored much in the Lord. ”


YLT: “salute Tryphaena, and Tryphosa, who are labouring in the Lord; salute Persis, the beloved, who did labour much in the Lord.” 

Meaning of Words: “Tryphena”: delicate; “Tryphosa”: effeminacy; “Persis”: a Persian woman; 

Literal Meaning: “greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, who have labored in the Lord”, “Tryphena” and “Tryphos” might be twin sisters. The tense of “labor” indicated that they were still laboring for the Lord until then ---- it was worthy of remembrance.  

“Greet the beloved Persis, who labored much in the Lord”, the past tense of “labor” showed that she had labored much for the Lord in the past, but she gave the chances to young brethren because of being old. However, her labor in the past was still worthy of mention. 
Rom. 16:13 “Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother and mine.”


YLT: “Salute Rufus, the choice one in the Lord, and his mother and mine,” Meaning of Words: “Rufus”: red;
Literal Meaning: “greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord”, many exegetes held “Rufus” was the son of Simon who was a Cyrenian (see Mark 15:21). Since Simon was forced to bear the cross of the Lord Jesus, he was moved to believe the Lord and bring his wife and children unto the Lord. Their being saved is truly of God who shows mercy (see Rom. 9:15-16).

“And his mother and mine”, its meaning is similar to what the Lord has said, “For whosoever shall do the will of my Father who is in heavens, he is my brother, and sister, and mother.” (Matt. 12:50). 

Rom. 16:14 “Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermas, Patrobas, Hermes, and the brethren who are with them.”


YLT: “salute Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermas, Patrobas, Hermes, and the brethren with them;” 

Meaning of Words: “Asyncritus”: incomparable; “Phlegon”: burning; “Hermas”: the messenger of the Greek deities; “Patrobas”: father's life; “Hermes”: the messenger of the Greek deities;

Rom. 16:15 “Greet Philologus and Julia, Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who are with them.”


YLT: “salute Philologus, and Julias, Nereus, and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints with them;” 

Meaning of Words: “Philologus”: fond of words, talkative, argumentative, learned; “Julia”: whose hair is soft; “Nereus”: the sea god in the ancient times; “Olympas”: heaven-descended, drink too much; 

Literal Meaning: “greet Philologus and Julia, Nereus and his sister”, “Philologus and Julia” might be a couple; “Nereus and his sister” might be brother and sister. According to this chapter, many members in the church in Rome at that time had family relationship, e.g. Priscilla and Aquila (v.3), the household of Aristobulus (v.10), the household of Narcissus (v.11), Tryphena and Tryphosa were sisters (v.12), Rufus and his mother (v.13). 

Enlightenment in the Word:
1) “The brethren and saints who are with them” are mentioned twice in verse fourteen and fifteen. Paul does not know all of them, and it indicates that spiritual fellowship is not according to our knowledge about our brothers or the degree that we know, but the burden in spirit and fellowship in life.

2) He who has truly entered into the fellowship of the body of Christ shall not be restricted by time or space. As long as God has put the burden into us, the fellowship between us shall be thus produced.

Rom. 16:16 “Greet one another with a holy kiss. The churches of Christ greet you.”


YLT: “salute one another in a holy kiss; the assemblies of Christ do salute you.” 

The Background: “greet one another”, people in the western countries were accustomed to greet by “kiss”. And it was also common in the Middle East and had been maintained up to now. 

Literal Meaning: “greet one another”, kisses were more intimate than “handshake” (see Gal. 2:9) to the people at that time. 

“With a holy kiss”, what Paul emphasizes here is holiness, not kisses. The manner of believers’ greeting varies because of the difference of times and regions, but the most important is “holiness”. 

“The churches of Christ greet you”, “the churches of Christ”, it indicates that all the churches are of Christ.
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) We can see from the greeting from verse three to sixteen that the worker of the Lord is so familiar with and so thoughtful to brothers and sisters. Therefore, his greeting is always true and sincere, not vain.

2) The wide greeting of the apostle Paul was just the manifestation of the full blessing of the gospel of Christ (Rom. 15:29), providing the needs of many people.

3) Paul greets brothers and sisters here all the time, for he is one who is filled with peace. Though he was rather busy, he was full of peace inside. 

Rom. 16:17 “Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them.”


YLT: “And I call upon you, brethren, to mark those who the divisions and the stumbling-blocks, contrary to the teaching that ye did learn, are causing, and turn ye away from them;” 

Meaning of Words: “urge”: comfort, exhort; note: observe, gaze, take aim at;
Literal Meaning: “I urge you, brethren, note those who… and avoid them”, those whom Paul urged them to avoid were not those who ate vegetables and kept the day in chapter fourteen (see Rom. 14:2, 6), for many Jews who had truly believed the Lord still kept the customs and rules in the laws of the Jews and they agreed that the Gentiles had not to keep them meanwhile (see Acts 15:10, 19, 28-29).

  “Cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned”, “division”: separation because of faith; “offense”: one leaves the church of the Lord on account of being harmed; “contrary to the doctrine which you learned”: fall away from the faith (Heb. 6:6); 
Enlightenment in the Word:
1) Contentions, disputes, schools of opinion are all deeds of the flesh (Gal. 5:20). All the doctrines that make believe divine are heresies and are of the flesh. 

2) Some so-called Christians can only divide or offend brothers and sisters or make them fall away from the faith, no matter how sound their words are (see v.18), or how decent their attitudes are (e.g. the Mormons). We shall “note” and “avoid” contacting with them or arguing with them. 

3) To those who cause divisions of saints or churches or make brothers and sisters fall away the truth they have received, the Lord does not ask us to punish them with the hands of flesh, but instructs us to “avoid” them and not to give them chances to speak.

4) From chapter fourteen of this book, Paul begins to speak of receiving, accepting and having fellowship with one another. However, here there is one kind of men that we shall in no wise accept, or receive or have fellowship with, namely, those who have gone wrong in the truth of faith. Here, we can see that the truth of faith is the sphere within which we can receive and accept one another. We should never go beyond this sphere. 

Rom. 16:18 “For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple. ”


YLT: “for such our Lord Jesus Christ do not serve, but their own belly; and through the good word and fair speech they deceive the hearts of the harmless,” 


Literal Meaning: “those who are such”, they are those whom Paul reminds us to avoid. According to the context, they were those who advocated wisdom, creeping into the church in Colosse. They taught them the heresy of Gnostic, claiming that the spirit and the soul would be separated and one’s soul would finally be saved and the flesh would be perished. Therefore, men did not need to pay attention to the performance of the flesh in this age and could indulge themselves without influencing his soul. This heresy had features as follows: 

1) “Cause divisions” among believers (v.17): they made believers stay in the old men and the works of the old men so that they could not reach oneness in the new men (Col. 3:9-11).

2) “Offend” believers (v.17): they made believers not walk orderly but minded things on the earth all day so that they might be moved away from the hope of the gospel (Col. 2:5; 3:2; 1:23).

3) Make believers “contrary to the doctrine which they learned” (v.17): philosophy and vain deceit, according to the teaching of men, according to the elements of the world, and not according to Christ (Col. 2:8).

4) “Do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ”, they not only did not magnify the Lord themselves, but also not let believers walk in Christ according to Christ, or let them hold the Head (Col. 1:18; 2:6, 8, 19). 

5) “But their own belly”, they taught believers to indulge in the flesh and that they needed not put to death their members upon the earth (Col. 3:5), and their purpose is to satisfy the lusts of his flesh. 

6) “And by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple”, they deceived believers by smooth words and flattering speech so that those who had only superficial knowledge thought their teachings were full of wisdom and richness (Col. 2:3-4, 9-10).

Enlightenment in the Word:

1) The god of those who advocate for the doctrine of heresy is their belly. They mind earthly things and their end is destruction (Phil. 3:19).

2) There is always a group of men “who do not serve our Lord Christ at all” in the churches all through the ages, but often make mischief “by smooth words and flattering speech” “to deceive the simple” for the purpose of serving “their belly”. We should “avoid” such men (v.17), not receive him into house, nor greet him so as not to partake in their wicked works (2John 10-11).

3) We should have fellowship with all those who are in Christ, and guard against those who are not in Christ. The difference is: those who are in Christ are serving Christ; those who are not in Christ are serving your belly.

Rom. 16:19 “For your obedience has become known to all. Therefore I am glad on your behalf; but I want you to be wise in what is good, and simple concerning evil. ”


YLT: “for your obedience did reach to all; I rejoice, therefore, as regards you, and I wish you to be wise, indeed, as to the good, and harmless as to the evil;” 


Literal Meaning: “your obedience has become known to all”, Paul praises their faith that is proclaimed in the whole world in the outset of this epistle (Rom. 1:8). Now he mentions that their obedience has preached to all. True faith must have obedient attitude, and obedience to God indicates the faith in God. 

“I want you to be wise in what is good”, “good” in the Bible does not refer to common good things, but God Himself (see Matt. 19:17). Therefore, “wise in what is good”. It means knowing God increasingly and knowing His will and His principle and works. 

“And simple concerning evil”, “evil”, opposite to good, refers to things and knowledge extraneous to God. “Simple” is ignorance. Therefore, “simple concerning evil” means one is ignorant of things and knowledge extraneous to God. 


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) We need not particularly study the knowledge of heresy (simple concerning evil), but have to read the Scriptures carefully and know the truth (wise in what is good). Then we will know what is true.

2) The right way of the growth of Christians is to know God increasingly and forsake all that are extraneous to God gradually. 

Rom. 16:20 “And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen. ”


YLT: “and the God of the peace shall bruise the Adversary under your feet quickly; the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ with you. Amen!” 


Literal Meaning: “will crush Satan under your feet shortly”, “shortly”: soon; “crush”: to conquer completely; “your”, that of all saints in Rome. 

Note that the paragraph from verse seventeen to twentieth indicates that if we want to have normal church life we should keep away from apostates who are controlled by Satan behind. Therefore, we shall clearly know that the real enemy is Satan.

“The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you”, to crush Satan under your feet is the removal in negative aspect. And the presence of Christ’s grace is the positive provision. 


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Our God is a God of peace. He is not of disorder but of peace (1Cor. 14:33).

2) Heresies divide men, but God assembles men. “The God of peace” assembles those who are in division (v.17), thus bringing about peace.

3) The first step of spiritual war is letting the peace of Christ preside in our hearts.

4) Christians do not conquer the devil by themselves, but the triumphant power of God. 

5) The presence of the Lord will make us more than conquer. 

Rom. 16:21 “Timothy, my fellow worker, and Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater, my countrymen, greet you.”


YLT: “Salute you do Timotheus, my fellow-workman, and Lucius, and Jason, and Sosipater, my kindred;” 

Meaning of Words: “Timothy”: dear to God, God honors; “Lucius”: illuminative, born in the morning; “Jason”: healer; “Sosipater”: of a safe father; 
Literal Meaning: “Timothy, my fellow worker”, “Timothy” is the son that Paul has borne by the gospel (1Tim. 1:2; 2Tim. 1:2). 

  “And Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater, my countrymen”, “Lucius” might be one of the prophets in the church in Antioch (Acts 13:1). “Jason” might be the one who received Paul in Thessalonica and was dragged before the rulers of the city (Acts. 17:5-9). “Sosipater” might be another name of Sopater who accompanied Paul to Jerusalem (Acts 20:4). 

Rom. 16:22 “I, Tertius, who wrote this epistle, greet you in the Lord.”


YLT: “I Tertius salute you (who wrote the letter) in the Lord;” 

Meaning of Words: “Tertius”: the third; 
Literal Meaning: “Tertius, who wrote this epistle”, this epistle was dictated by Paul and written by Tertius. It was said that the epistle of the apostle Paul was often dictated by others for his eyes were not good and Paul “wrote some words with his own hands” in the end (see 1Cor. 16:21; Gal. 6:11; Col. 4:18; 2Thess. 3:17). However, here it was an exception ---- the one who wrote this epistle presented some words of greeting. 
Rom. 16:23 “Gaius, my host and the host of the whole church, greets you. Erastus, the treasurer of the city, greets you, and Quartus, a brother. ”


YLT: “salute you doth Gaius, my host, and of the whole assembly; salute you doth Erastus, the steward of the city, and Quartus the brother,” 

Meaning of Words: “Gaius”: the lord; “Erastus”: beloved; “Quartus”: the fourth; 
Literal Meaning: “Gaius”, he might be the one that was baptized by Paul personally (1Cor. 1:14) and had accompanied Paul to visit Ephesus (Acts 19:29). Now, he received Paul and all the church in Corinth to be gathered in his house. 

  “Erastus, the treasurer of the city,” “treasurer” was the one who governs the finance of the whole city, so Erastus had a high social status. “Erastus”, he might have accompanied Paul to Ephesus and have been then sent to Macedonia with Timothy (Acts 19:22) and finally remain in Corinth finally (2Tim. 4:20). 

“And Quartus, a brother”, someone guessed “Tertius” (v.22) and “Quartus” were brothers in the flesh and were the third and the fourth respectively. 

Enlightenment in the Word: all those who are faithful in the Lord shall also gain trust before men in the world. Since Erastus had good testimony and was regarded highly by the regional government. Whatever you do, labor at it heartily, as to the Lord, and not to men (Col. 3:23).

Rom. 16:24 “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen. ”


YLT: “the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ with you all. Amen.” 

Enlightenment in the Word: there were twenty-two times of greeting in this chapter, and seventeen of them were Paul’s greetings to the saints in Rome, and four of which were of Paul’s fellow worker who wrote the epistle. How cordial and sweet the fellowship in the church at that time was!

Rom. 16:25 “Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret since the world began”


YLT: “And to Him who is able to establish you, according to my good news, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the secret, in the times of the ages having been kept silent,” 


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Paul concludes this glorious gospel of this epistle by praise of glory. We can see from the praise that Paul has firm assurance of what he preaches ---- “Him who is able to establish you according to…”, for what he preaches are all from revelation (Gal. 1:11-12). 

2) There are three elements of establishing our faith: a) the gospel ----  the gracious provision of God; b) the word of Jesus Christ ---- the power in the word of God; c) the mystery kept secret since the world began ---- the will revealed by God.

Rom. 16:26 “but now made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures made known to all nations, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, for obedience to the faith--”


YLT: “and now having been made manifest, also, through prophetic writings, according to a command of the age-during God, having been made known to all the nations for obedience of faith --” 


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) There are three elements of obedience to the faith among all the nations: a) the manifestation of God’s mystery ---- men should be sent to preach the gospel so that the nations shall hear and believe the faith; 2) the commandment of the everlasting God ---- one shall no longer rebellious or gainsaying; 3) by the prophetic Scriptures made known to… ---- the Scriptures make men wise unto salvation.

2) Christians should keep the commandment of the eternal God and open the words in the Scriptures to unbelievers so that they may know the faith and believe and follow the Lord. 

Rom. 16:27 “to God, alone wise, be glory through Jesus Christ forever. Amen. ”


YLT: “to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to him glory to the ages. Amen.” 


Enlightenment in the Word:

1) Paul feels more and more glorious in his praises, and his spirit becomes increasingly exultant that he utters praise and blessings finally. All the right ministry of word should be like this.

2) God’s gospel of the full salvation in God is to manifest “the manifold wisdom of Him” (see Eph. 3:2-10). Therefore, when the apostle has finished the declaration of the full salvation of God in Christ, he especially points that this God is an alone wise God. May glory unto Him forever. Amen! 

III. Outlines of the Spiritual Lessons

【Three Features of Phoebe】

H. “She is our sister” (v.1) ---- who has spiritual relationship with us in life;

I. “She is a servant of the church” (v.1) ---- who has part with the service in the church;

J. “She has been a helper of many” (v.2) ---- who is willing to help others; 

【Three Basic Tasks of Common Believers】
E. To response the calling of God to go to serve in the place where the need is most urgent (v.1-3);

F. To have fellowship, service and pursuit with other believers together (v.5-16);

G. To avoid false teachers and not receive their doctrines (v.17-20).

【In Christ】

F. Be fellow workers in Christ (v.3);

G. Be in Christ before… (v.7); 

H. The beloved in Christ (v.8);

I. Our fellow worker in Christ (v.9);

J. Be approved in Christ (v.10);

K. Who are in Christ (v.11);

L. Who labor in Christ (v.12);

【The Blessing of the Gospel】
D. The gospel is the mystery kept secret since the world began (v.25).

E. The mystery of the gospel is now made manifest (v.25).

F. The everlasting God commands all nations to have the obedience to the faith (v.26).

G. The content of the gospel is to preach Jesus Christ (v.25).

H. God establishes us through the gospel (v.25).

I. The gospel makes glory unto the alone wise God forever (v.27).

【The Effect and Nature of the Gospel】
D. The gospel can make men stand firm (v.25).

E. The gospel preaches “Jesus Christ” by “men” (v.25).

F. The gospel manifests the mysterious counsel of God (v.25-26).

G. The gospel began from the past eternity and prophets in the Old Testament until now (v.25-26).

H. The gospel is for people of all nations (the whole mankind) (v.26).

I. The gospel gives glory to the alone wise God through Jesus Christ (v.27).

【See the Praise in the End From the Book of Romans】
H. According to my gospel (v.25) ---- according to my glad tidings (Rom. 2:16);

I. And the preaching of Jesus Christ (v.25) ---- the word of Christ (Rom. 10:18); 

J. According to the revelation of the mystery kept secret since the world began (v.25) ---- mystery (Rom. 11:25); 

K. …is able to establish you (v.25) ---- the Lord is able to make him stand. (Rom. 14:4) 

L. Now the mystery is made manifest (v.26) ---- now without law righteousness of God is manifested (Rom. 3:21);

M. According to the commandment of the everlasting God (v.) ---- it is of God will call (Rom. 9:12, 15-16, 19);

N. By the prophetic Scriptures made known (v.) ---- God had promised afore by his prophets in the holy scriptures (Rom. 1:2);

O. The alone wise God (v.27) ---- O depth of riches both of wisdom and knowledge of God (Rom. 11:33);

General Outlines of the Book of Romans 
【Justification by Faith】

1. The content of justification by faith (1:1-17);

2. The need of justification by faith (1:18-3:20);

3. The truth of justification by faith (3:21-31);

4. The example of justification by faith (4:1-25);

5. The blessing of justification by faith (5:1-21);

6. The life of justification by faith (6:1-23);

7. The struggle of justification by faith (7:1-25);

8. The secret of justification by faith (8:1-39);

9. The mystery of justification by faith ---- the dispensation of God towards the Israel (9:1-11:36);

10. The realization of justification by faith ---- the demand upon Christians (12:1-16:27);

【Several Mysteries in the Book of Romans】

1. The mystery of the gospel (chap.1-8; Eph. 6:19-20);

2. The mystery of the Israel (chap. 9-11); 

3. The mystery of Christians (chap. 12-16; Col. 1:26-27); 

【Some Facts of the Gospel Revealed in the Book of Romans】

1. All ungodly and unrighteous men are under sin ---- corrupted mind and dishonorable bodies (1:1-32);

2. Men in the whole world are under the judgment of God (2:1-3:18).

3. God has set forth Jesus who has no sin to be a propitiation (3:19-26).

4. Man is justified by faith (3:27-31).

5. God counts those who have faith in Christ righteous (4:1-25).

【The Relationship of the Resurrection of Christ with Us in the Book of Romans】

1. Christ is declared to be the Son of God by the resurrection from the dead (1:4).

2. Christ was raised for our justification (4:24).
3. If we have been dead and been raised with Christ, we should walk in newness of life (6:4-5, 9).
4. We have been unto the risen Christ (7:4).

5. If the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you (8:11).
6. It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us (8:34).
7. If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved (10:9).
【The Debts of Christians】

1. To all men in the world, we are debtors concerning the gospel (1:14).

2. To God, we are debtors ---- not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh (8:12).
3. To saints, we shall own no one anything except to love one another (13:8).
4. To the poor and those who have ever made us partakers of their spiritual things, we are debtors of ministering to them in material things (15:26-27).
【The Important Truth in the Book of Romans】

1. The truth of Judgment (1:18-3:20);

a. The sins of the Gentiles (1:18-32); 

b. The sins of the Jews (2:1-29);

c. The sins of men in the whole world (3:1-20);

2. The truth of justification (3:21-5:21);

a. The demand of justification (3:21-31); 

b. The example of justification (4:1-25);

c. The effect of justification (5:1-11);

d. The foundation of justification (5:12-21);

3. The truth of sanctification (6:1-8:39);

a. The foundation of sanctification (6:1-11);

b. Be holy unto the Lord (6:12-23);

c. Be delivered from the law of sin and of death (7:1-8:2);

d. The foundation of victory (8:3-11);

e. The life of victory (8:12-30);

f. The song of victory (8:31-39);

4. The truth of election (9:1-11:36);

a. The grief of Paul (9:1-5);

b. The of election (9:6-29);

c. The reason for being rejection (9:30-10:21);

d. The fulfillment of the will of God (11:1-36);

5. The truth of offering (12:1-16:16);

a. The life of offering (12:1-21);

b. The duty towards the nation, society and the times (13:1-14);

c. The duty of receiving one another in the church (14:1-15:7);

d. The duty of preaching the gospel widely (15:8-33);

e. The duty of building the body of Christ (16:1-27);

【Several Kinds of Men in the Book of Romans】

1. Sinners (1:18-3:20);

2. The righteous one (3:21-5:21);

3. The sanctified one (6:1-8:39);

4. The Israel (9:1-11:36);

5. The Nazarite (12:1-16:16);

【Several Kinds of Knowledge in the Book of Romans】

1. The knowledge of salvation ---- judgment, justification and sanctification (1:18-8:39);

2. The knowledge of dispensation ---- election and the gracious calling (9:1-11:36);

3. The knowledge of practice ---- to be Christians and be men (12:1-16:27);

【The Righteousness of God Manifested to Various Kinds of Men】

1. The righteousness of God manifested to the world ---- righteousness: wrath and judgment (1:18-3:20);

2. The righteousness of God manifested to common believers ---- justification: “not reckon sin” (3:21-5:21); 

3. The righteousness of God manifested to believers who haven grown further ---- become righteous: the righteous requirement of the law should be fulfilled in…who walk according to Spirit (6:1-8:39); 

4. The righteousness of God manifested to the Israel ---- believe righteousness: finish His work (9:1-11:36); 

5. The righteousness of God manifested to those who have offered them ---- good and righteous: live for the Lord (12:1-16:27); 

【The Stages of the Manifestation of the Righteousness of God】

1. The righteousness of God is concealed ---- in the times of ignorance, men in the world have turned every one to his own way (1:18-3:20); 

2. The revelation of God’s righteousness ---- God set forth Jesus as a propitiation (3:21-31);

3. The righteousness of God is given ---- upon all those who believe (4:1-5:21);

4. The fulfillment of God’s righteousness ---- through the spirit that dwells in us (6:1-8:39);

5. The dispensation of God’s righteousness ---- since the Jews were stumbled, salvation has come to the Gentiles so as to provoke them to jealousy (9:1-11:36);

6. The various manifestations of God’s righteousness

a. Manifested in the service of the church (12:1-8);

b. Manifested in dealing with various men (12:9-21);

c. Manifested in meeting the obligations of the nations (13:1-7);

d. Manifested in love (13:8-10);

e. Manifested in watching (13:11-14);

f. Manifested in receiving the weak brothers (14:1-15:3);

g. Manifested in being like-minded one toward another (15:4-16:16, 21-24);

h. Manifested in avoiding those who are contrary to the doctrine (16:17-20);

【Righteousness】

1. The need of righteousness ---- sinners (1:18-3:20);

2. The preparation of righteousness ---- (3:21-26);

3. The receiver of righteousness ---- (3:27-4:25);

4. The experience of righteousness ---- (5:1-8:17);

5. The firmness of righteousness ---- (8:18-39);

6. The rejection of righteousness ---- (9:1-11:36);

7. The life of righteousness ---- (12:1-16:27);

【God’s Wrath】

1. The wrath of God is revealed from heaven (1:18).

2. An impenitent heart of hardness shall treasure up for oneself wrath of God (2:5).
3. Indignation and wrath shall be given to those who do not obey the truth (2:8). 
4. God who inflicts wrath is not unjust (3:5).
5. Law brings about wrath (4:15).
6. We are saved from wrath through Christ (5:9).
7. God wants to show His wrath and to make His power known (9:22).
8. To give place to wrath (12:19).

【The Nature of God】

1. God’s goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering (2:4);

2. God’s love (5:5, 8; 8:39); 

3. God’s mercy (11:30-32); 

4. God’s wrath (1:18); 

5. God’s righteousness (3:21); 

6. God’s power (chap. 9-11); 

7. God’s good will (chap. 12-14); 

【The Experience of Paul】

1. Paul before his being saved (2:28-29) ---- a Jew outwardly, circumcision which is outward in flesh;

2. Paul after his being saved (3:28; 4:12; 5:9-11) ---- justification by faith;

3. The saint Paul (chap. 5-8) ---- present one’s members; be delivered from the law of sin and of death by the Spirit of life; be conformed to the image of His son; 

4. The great Paul (chap. 9-16) ---- he wished to be a curse from the Christ for his kinsmen; he preached the gospel diligently to the Gentiles for obedience of faith among all the nations; 

【What Shall We Say?】

1. God who judges the world is just (3:5).

2. Abraham is justified by faith, not by works (4:1).

3. We who have died to sin shall not still live in sin (6:1).

4. The law is good. The problem does not lie in the law, but the sin that dwells in the flesh (7:7).

5. If God for us, no one against us (8:31).

6. There is no unrighteousness with God who works all things according to the counsel of his own will (9:14).

7. The nations who did not follow after righteousness have attained righteousness on the principle of faith (9:30).

【The Laws】

1. The law ---- law of Moses (3:19);

2. The statutes ---- the Pentateuch (3:21);

3. The law of faith (3:27);

4. The law of sin ---- the law in one’s members (7:21, 23, 25);

5. The law of mind ---- the law of one’s mind that does good (7:23);

6. The law of spirit ---- the law of the Spirit of life (8:2);

7. The law of love ---- love has fulfilled the law (13:8-10);

【The Descriptions of Sin in Chapter Six and Seven and in the Book of Romans】

1. Sin can reign in our mortal body, that we should obey it in its lusts (6:12).

2. Sin can use our members as instruments of unrighteousness (16:13-14).
3. Sin can have dominion over us (6:14).
4. Sin can bind men that men shall become bondmen of sin (6:18).
5. Sin can bind men by “unrighteousness” (6:20, 22).
6. The wages of sin is death (6:23).
7. Sin can be exposed by the law (7:7).
8. Sin can produce covetousness in men (7:8).
9. Sin can make man do what one wills not to do (7:14-17, 20).
10. Sin “dwells in man” (7:17-18, 20).
11. Sin is a kind of law warring against the law of one’s mind (7:23).
12. Sin is the object that the flesh serves (7:25);
【Seven Points Concerning Justification】

1. Origin ---- it is “God” that justifies man (8:33);

2. Channel ---- be justified freely by “God’s grace” (3:24);
3. Accordance ---- be justified by “His blood” (5:9);

4. Proof ---- “the resurrection of Jesus” for our justification (4:25);

5. Reception ---- with the heart one believes unto righteousness (10:10);
6. Premise ---- “by your words” you shall be justified (Matt. 12:37);

7. Fruit ---- man is justified because of “works” (James 2:24).

【Four Deliverances in the Book of Romans】

1. One is delivered from condemnation through the grace of Jesus Christ (5:12-21).

2. One is delivered from the power of sin by the one Jesus Christ who reigns in life (5:12-21). 

3. One is delivered from the bondage of the law by dying with Jesus Christ (7:1-6). 

4. One is delivered from the law of sin and of death by the law of the Spirit of life (8:1-14). 

【The Microcosm of the Whole History of the Israel】

1. In the past ---- how the Israel was chosen (9:1-29);

2. At present ---- the Israel has rejected the salvation of God (9:30-10:21); God keeps a remnant for the Israel (11:1-10).

3. In the future ---- all Israel shall be saved (11:11-32).

【The Election of God】

1. Our destiny (9:1-10:21):

a. Is of God that calls (9:1-13);

b. Is of God that shows mercy (9:14-18);

c. Is of God’s sovereignty (9:19-29);

d. Is through the righteousness by faith (9:30-10:3);

e. Through Christ (10:4-21):

1) Christ who is the end of the law (10:4).

2) Christ’s incarnation and resurrection (10:5-7);
3) Christ who is near (10:8).

4) Christ whom man believes and calls (10:9-13);

5) Christ who is preached and heard (10:14-15);

6) Christ who is received and rejected (10:16-21);

2. The of God’s election (11:1-32):

a. There is a remnant in the Israel according to the election of grace (11:1-10).

b. Since the Israel is stumbled, salvation has come to the Gentiles (11:1-22).
c. All Israel will not be saved until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in (11:23-32).
3. Praise for the election of God (11:33-36).

【The Reason Why the Israel Was Rejected by God】

1. “They did not seek it by faith, but as it were, by the works of the law. For they stumbled at that stumbling stone” (9:32).

2. “They … being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God” (10:2-3).

3. “They (the Israel) have not all obeyed the gospel” (10:16).

4. “Did Israel not know? … I (God) will provoke you to jealousy by those who are not a nation, I will move you to anger by a foolish nation.” (10:19). 

【Enter into the Service in the Body】

1. Presenting oneself is for the purpose of manifesting the body of Christ (12:1-12).

2. The pattern of the service in the body of Christ (12:3-21):  

a. We are members in the body of Christ (12:5).

b. All the members have not the same office (12:5).

c. The function of each member is measured by God (12:3).

d. One shall do according to what is given to him by God (12:6-9).

e. The life of Christ shall be manifested and shown in the service in Christ’s body (12:10-21). 

3. The principles of life in the body of Christ is obedience and love (13:1-10):

f. Be subject to the authority (13:1-7);

g. The fulfillment of love (13:8-10);

4. The attitude of the life of Christ’s body on the earth is watching (13:11-14). 

【Life of Christians】

1. The church life (12:1-21):

a. By presenting the bodies (12:1);

b. By the transformation by the renewing of mind (12:2-3);

c. By performing the gifts (12:4-8);

d. By living out the virtues (12:9-21);

2. The social life (13:1-10):

a. Be subject to the governing authority (13:1-7);

b. On the principle of love (13:8-10);

3. The spiritual war (13:11-14);

4. The reception among believers (14:1-15:13):

a. According to how God receives (14:1-9);

b. According to the light before the judgment-seat (14:10-12); 

c. According to love (14: 13-15); 

d. According to the principle of the kingdom of God (14:16-23); 

e. According to Christ (15:1-13); 

5. In the building of the body (15:14-16:27):

a. Preach the gospel so as to gain the gentile churches (15:14-16:27);

b. Foster the fellowship between the gentile churches and the Jewish churches (15:25-33);

c. Deliver the greetings of the churches (16:1-24);

d. Praise God who accomplishes all (16:25-27);

